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November Update on the Friends of Neill Log House (FONLH)
Tony Indovina, SHHS Board Member and FONLH President

Mission Statement for the Friends of the Neill Log House (FONLH Inc.)
Adopted February 2022

“We secure funds to restore and maintain the Neill Log House, foster knowledge of 
its historic significance, and work with interested parties to ensure the continued 
educational use of the structure and its site for future generations.”

Individual support for the FONLH restoration effort will always be needed. To make online donations by credit card or PayPal, 
go to the SHUC website, shuc.org, and click on the “Projects” link in the black menu bar at the top of the page. A pull-down 
menu will appear. Select “Friends of the Neill Log House.” Alternatively, checks can be sent to SHUC (put FONLH in the memo 
line) at the following address: SHUC, 5604 Solway Street, Pittsburgh, PA, 15217.

Koerner House Events Retrospective
The first major fundraiser of Friends of Neill Log House (FONLH), three days of events 
in mid-October celebrating the life and art of Henry Koerner, was a success both for 
our organization and the community. It was a privilege to have been associated with 
such a legacy, and to be part of the team working with our member Caroline Boyce, 
who offered her Henry Koerner House on Negley Hill for art tours at the center of 
events benefitting the Neill Log House. After all expenses and donations are reconciled, 
we expect to come close to or exceed the lofty goal we had hoped for. But that fact is 
eclipsed by the experience itself, the celebration of a true giant in the art world who 
ultimately adopted Pittsburgh and Squirrel Hill as home after his journey of exile from 
Nazi Europe. If you had the good fortune to have participated in anything now archived 

in the “Past Events by Year” link in the main menu of our Squirrel Hill Historical Society homepage, I’m sure you’ll 
agree with all the acclaim received —that it truly was the world-class experience we promised it to be. 
The total experience included the very personal perspectives shared by Henry’s son Joseph Koerner, noted Harvard 
art historian, an Allderdice H.S. grad who returned to his childhood neighborhood to participate in events before 
and after the house tours , including a film documentary by Joseph at the Manor Theatre, followed by a reception 
with him, and his lecture at the JCC. Borrowed art filled Caroline’s house for two days of tours, reflecting the several 
periods of Henry Koerner’s work. The tours were expertly led by docents who assisted Caroline, preceded by her 
tours of the house’s architecture. There were over 40 who took advantage of the house event, approximately 60 for 
the film and 25 for the Q & A that followed, and over 70 who turned out for the lecture.
There were many personal takeaways for me from all of this. Pittsburgh was the last home for Henry, one that he 
sincerely appreciated for the many ways it reminded him of his birthplace, Vienna. And yet, the trauma of his earlier 
life remained with him and ultimately came to be expressed in his work. Even before he was invited to come here by 
what was then the Pennsylvania College for Women (now Chatham University), he was acclaimed by Time magazine 
to be “one of the most important and controversial figures in U.S. art.”  The popularity of his realistic style faded with 
the rise of abstract expressionism, and his works were literally moved to the back halls of art galleries. Stylistically, 
Henry’s art is grouped with the school of Magical Realism, but he moved beyond that when it’s been said that he 
“found his own voice,” as observed by one of our tour docents, in a style that became uniquely his. The final part of 
the events, the well-attended lecture by Joseph, ended with applause after a question was raised about when his art 
would be showcased by our Carnegie Museum of Art in a “Retrospective.”
And lastly, thanks to the very generous contributions of the Howard Heinz Foundation, Concept Art Gallery, PNC 
Bank, Chatham University for Lecture Filming, and to the many individual donors. Some large donations helped us 
grant student scholarships for the Koerner events. Also, to all who supported us by their attendance, the excellent 
docents who conducted the art tours, our team that met often to make preparations over many weeks, to Joseph 
Koerner for his invaluable involvement, and especially to Caroline Boyce who opened her house on Negley Hill to us.

Postscript: It is fitting that, during the weekend of our events, Caroline received news of the most recent approval in her 
long process to have the Henry Koerner House receive national recognition. This was in learning that the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission has approved and referred on to the National Park Service the application for 
placing her Koerner House on the National Register of Historic Places. The house currently has local historic status.

Click here to return to Article Index

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/members-page-password-shhs/newsletters-archives/major-article-search/


November 2022

6

Other FONLH NEWS
The funding report at our November FONLH board meeting will include not just the report of funds deposited for 
us by the Koerner House event, but also news of the most recent funding award received in October, a $75,000 
Community and Economic Assistance Grant by the Department of Community and Economic Development. Thanks 
for this goes to the hard work of our funding chair, SHHS member and SHUC President Mardi Isler, and help in 
alerting us to this opportunity by the office of Senator Jay Costa. 
A few weeks ago, Mardi heard from Senator Costa about a one-day window to apply for a Community and Economic 
Assistance Grant, and Mardi spent a Friday completing that application. Soon afterward, she was informed that we 
have been awarded $75,000 by the Department of Community and Economic Development for construction into 
2024 or sooner.

Mellon Estate Wall Stones Along the Youghiogheny River
Tony Indovina, SHHS Board Member and Volunteer for the Mon Yough Trail Council Visitor Center 

At mile marker 122 of the Great Allegheny Passage, about 5 miles from the main access to the Mon-Yough section 
of the bike trail at the Visitor Center in Boston, is Dravo Cemetery and the adjoining Hiker-Biker Campground. The 
cemetery was once the location of the ill-fated Dravo Methodist Church, and the graveyard that remains has its own 
fabled reputation. But that’s another story. This one concerns the campground next to 

the cemetery.
Several years ago, I participated in the trail council’s 
regular Saturday cleanup by volunteers. We visited the 
campground later that morning to restock firewood 
from the tree-fall gathered from along the trail that 
day.  The trail council, with volunteer assistance from 
the local Boy Scouts, maintains this campground with 
the many amenities that make it a favorite overnight 
destination for bikers traveling from Pittsburgh to 

Cumberland, Maryland, and beyond to Washington, D.C. While working, I was surprised to see a number of large 
decorative stones that were placed as makeshift seating around campfire rings. From having lived in Squirrel Hill my 
whole adult life, I immediately recognized these as artifacts from old estate grounds and asked how they could have 
found their way to the campground. Tim Banfield, the president of our trail council, was supervising our work that 
morning and answered that they were donated by the owner of the stone company located near the trail, under the 
Boston Bridge. He said he believed the stones originally came from somewhere in Pittsburgh, and he remembered 
hearing “Chatham” or “Chatham University campus.” I considered if “Chatham” referred to Chatham Village in Mt. 
Washington, but rejected that idea because I was sure such stones were not part of their history. 
A year or so later, SHHS Newsletter editor Helen Wilson shared photos provided to her by SHHS member Dr. Beth 
Roark, coordinator of the art history program at Chatham University, showing the current Mellon Center conference 
room structure that was converted from what was believed to be one of the first indoor swimming pools in the 
area, belonging to Andrew Mellon. His family gave his estate in Squirrel Hill to the Pennsylvania College for Women 
in 1941. It was then that I recognized these recycled campfire seats, with their distinctive diamond marking, as 
the decorative stones that ran along the balustrade wall above Chatham’s old indoor swimming pool complex. 
More serendipity occurred when I learned the rest 
of the story, first through a good friend of mine, Ed 
Poropatic (brother of our editor Helen Wilson). Ed is 
also a good friend of Joe Castagnola, the founder of 
the stone company under the bridge in Boston. This 
is Generation Stoneworks, now run by his son Joe. 
The company prides itself in “architectural and stone 
solutions.” Both Joe and his son are good neighbors 
of the Mon Yough Trail Council, and the story of how 
the stones got to the Yough River is one of many ways 
that the council has benefited from their relationship 
with the Castagnola family and their stone company. 
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