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October Update on the Friends of Neill Log House (FONLH)
Tony Indovina, SHHS Board Member and FONLH President

Mission Statement for the Friends of the Neill Log House (FONLH Inc.)
Adopted February 2022

“We secure funds to restore and maintain the Neill Log House, foster knowledge of 
its historic significance, and work with interested parties to ensure the continued 
educational use of the structure and its site for future generations.”

Individual support for the FONLH restoration effort will always be needed. Details about how to make individual 
contributions to FONLH by check can be found on the SHHS website by clicking on “Neill Log House” and then 
clicking on the (Quiet Giving Campaign) link. To make online donations by credit card or PayPal, go to the SHUC 
website, shuc.org, and click on the “Projects” link in the black menu bar at the top of the page. A pull-down menu 
will appear. Select “Friends of the Neill Log House.” 

Tucked away within the Google Doc of online digital information maintained by the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition 
(SHUC) for the Friends of Neill Log House (FONLH) is a major folder of information named History of the Neill 
Log House. Separate from all the organizational and working documents of FONLH, this computer site of historic 
information contains everything we have archived since our efforts first began in 2020. 
A subfolder, Historic Pieces, contains such items as images of the original warranty map and deed for the Neill Log 
House. Included is a copy of the handwritten entry granting a “tract of land situate about four miles east of Fort Pitt 
… in the County of Cumberland” to Ambrose Newton in 1769. Also in this subfolder are secondary sources from the 
Historic American Building Survey project of the National Park Service, documenting ownership of a “1 ½ story one 
room log cabin with inside stone chimney … built after 1787 by Robert Neal [sic]. Present owner, City of Pittsburgh.” 
Another subfolder contains much original source 
information about historic designations of both Schenley 
Park and the Neill Log House.  Most of the information 
in the subfolder named Historic Photos and Drawings 
was acquired from the Pittsburgh History and Landmark 
Foundation, containing many drawings of the building 
and site from the last major reconstruction in 1969, 
including subsequent garden work detailing the variety 
and layout of plantings. 
Other subfolders in this category include the blueprint 
work of Charles Stotz, renowned architect and 
preservationist who oversaw the 1969 reconstruction, 
and archival postcards showing the many changes 
that occurred to the structure and site over the years. 
Other major categories include contemporary photos 
documenting activities such as the last major reconstruction, depicting the rebuilding the log house after it collapsed, 
to recent activities like the dendrochronology testing to take core samples of wood and scientifically date the 
log house to 1795. A new set of photos will soon be entered into this subfolder documenting the current stage of 
cataloging and examining artifacts onsite at the log house by our conservators. 
And a very recent addition is a subfolder named Archeology, containing the full text of a document recently 
discovered and examined by several of our board members at the Detre Library and Archives at the Heinz History 
Center. The document is named the Wilson papers for the archeologist who collected and cataloged the many items 
unearthed during the 1969 reconstruction. Members of FONLH are currently planning to visit the Carnegie Institute 
to view the physical collection of the excavated objects. 
Our newest board member, Charles Succop, City of Pittsburgh Project Archivist, added some rich finds to our Neill 
Log House digital archives, including site maps and building drawings, new historical information about our log 
house contained in a comprehensive parks department document on Schenley Park, and an extensive chronology of 
newspaper articles referencing anything about the log house, back to the park’s beginning in the mid-19th century.
The above is much, but not nearly all, the information that has been amassed,  and we are continuing to add to the 
growing digital collection of knowledge about the Neill Log House, its origin, and everything else surrounding its 
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legacy. Organizing all of this in a coherent way that can be easily accessed and shared is a daunting task, and one that 
justifies evaluating a better system. 
When FONLH was originally offered an intern placement by Chatham University, it was decided that organizing the 
digital files should be the focus of that student’s work. We recently embarked on efforts to make all the information 
contained in these folders and subfolders more easily accessible for the many occasions we have had a need to 
extract information and include it, such as in grant writing narratives and informational flyers. The intern’s work will 
be done under the supervision of FONLH board members and the staff of SHUC. To begin the process, we worked 
with our new intern to lay out a suggested methodology that would identify and describe each bit of information in 
all the folders and subfolders in a way that can be better accessed. To her credit, our intern (See accompanying article, 
“Meet Madison Smith” below) ran with the basics we discussed and quickly added her own enhancements to begin 
organizing everything on spreadsheets and Word documents. 
While we were still in the planning stage of placing an intern to start all of this, our Board Officer Mardi Isler had 
occasion to talk with Andy Masich, President and CEO of The Senator John Heinz History Center, and discussed this 
whole project. He felt very strongly that all of our information should ultimately be incorporated within their archives. 
And so began our preliminary discussion with their chief archivist, Matthew Strauss, to work toward incorporating 
the results of our intern’s work into their system. The challenge will be to agree upon a system that will allow us to 
continue adding to our archived information, while being able to continue accessing it for our use.

Meet Madison Smith, Chatham University Intern for FONLH, Fall Semester 2022
An Interview with Madison Smith by Tony Indovina, FONLH President

Tony: What is your major at Chatham and what year are you in? What are your tentative goals for how to use your 
degree after graduation?
Madison: I am currently in my second year at Chatham University, My major is history with a certification in 
secondary education. I hope to begin my career as a high school history teacher. However, I am hoping to one day 
pursue administrative work in a school.
Tony: Where is your home? How is your experience around campus and the area in Pittsburgh where you live 
different from where you grew up?
Madison: I am from Jamestown, New York, a medium-size town located in the southwest corner of the state. 
Pittsburgh is a much larger city than where I grew up; However, Chatham’s small, secluded campus has made this 
transition simple. The other primary difference I have noticed is Pittsburgh has much less snow and tends to be 
much warmer than the lake effect winters I had become accustomed to. Overall, it has been a wonderful and exciting 
experience to learn about and discover all Pittsburgh has to offer.
Tony: What are your reactions so far with the work you have been asked to do with the Friends of Neill Log House? 
Madison: So far working with the Friends of Neill Log House has been a wonderful experience. The work I have been 
doing mainly consists of organization and research of archives and documents. This has allowed me the privilege of 
viewing many great historical documents, records and pictures. The work continues to be interesting and educates 
me both about the history of the Neill Log House as well as the time period in which it’s from.  
Tony: Based on your personal talents, what kind of enhancements do you think you can bring to the job you’ve been 
asked to do? 
Madison: Personally, I thrive at written communication skills as well as extensive knowledge of computers. I believe 
by combining these personal skills I will be able to successfully and clearly reorganize all of the Neill Log House 
archives and documents into easily understandable information. 
Tony: If you had more time, what other kinds of experiences would you like to have with the Neill Log House and 
historic Pittsburgh? 
Madison: If I had more time, I would love to be able to explore more archives and view extensive research for other 
buildings in Pittsburgh. I believe that gaining historical knowledge of the area one lives in is an interesting and 
insightful task. 
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