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August Update on the Friends of Neill Log House (FONLH)
Tony Indovina, SHHS Board Member and FONLH President

Mission Statement for the Friends of the Neill Log House (FONLH Inc.)
Adopted February 2022

“We secure funds to restore and maintain the Neill Log House, foster knowledge of 
its historic significance, and work with interested parties to ensure the continued 
educational use of the structure and its site for future generations.”

Individual support for the FONLH restoration effort will always be needed. Details about how to make individual 
contributions to FONLH by check can be found on the SHHS website by clicking on “Neill Log House” and then clicking 
on the (Quiet Giving Campaign) link. To make online donations by credit card or PayPal, go to the SHUC website, shuc.
org, and click on the “Projects” link in the black menu bar at the top of the page. A pull-down menu will appear. Select 
“Friends of the Neill Log House.” 
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Featured on the next page is the poster we created to use at the booth we had at the Neill Log 
House for the Pittsburgh Grand Prix. In our July newsletter, we identified the wording as the 
“recently approved park signage.” Though the chronology of historic facts shown in the poster 
is exactly the same as what has been submitted to the city for park sign production, there are 
some differences. The poster will be used for events like the Grand Prix, such as upcoming 
Squirrel Hill Night Markets. It has an emphasis on fundraising and information on how to give. 
The city sign will contain other elements such as the park address, to conform to their park sign 
standards. These elements were agreed to between the FONLH board and the Department of 
Public Works. We hope the signage shop is able to incorporate one of our favorite old log house 
photos, as shown in the poster. Both will feature the very useful QR code.

Update on Koerner House Events in October to 
Benefit FONLH

Last month, we printed a short preview of the three days 
of events being planned at SHHS member Caroline Boyce’s 
“Koerner House” on Negley Hill and at other venues to benefit 
the Friends of Neill Log House. If you haven’t done so, you 
should read her very engaging story titled “My Happenstance 
with Henry Koerner,” found in the House History Project link 
on the main menu of the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.
org. We are very pleased to report that everything is coming 
together. Caroline and her committee have worked hard 
on getting the event planned out for months. We expect to 
advertise the schedule in print and digital mailings before the end of August. Here is a brief overview:

October 14–16, 2022—Squirrel Hill Celebrates the Life and Art of Henry Koerner
Friday, October 14—Pittsburgh film premiere at 7:00 p.m. at the Manor Theatre of A Burning Child, a 
documentary about Koerner and his artistic and cultural origins in Vienna. This was co-produced by Henry Koerner’s 
son, Joseph, who is a Harvard art historian. There will be a separate question-and-answer event with Joseph Koerner 
at the Silk Elephant restaurant following the movie.
Saturday–Sunday, October 15–16 —Guided tours of the Koerner house featuring curated works of Henry Koerner.
Sunday, October 16—An educational program at the JCC by Joseph Koerner on “Henry Koerner’s Pittsburgh.” 
This lecture will be free to the public with prior registration. Prices for other events, individually or as part of a 
package, will be announced in upcoming mailings. Please do not inquire about these events through the SHHS 
before receiving the Koerner event mailing, which will be sent to members and others later in August.

On the next page is the poster used at the Grand Prix about the Neill Log House.

NEILL LOG HOUSE 
(c. 1795)

The Neill Log House is Pittsburgh’s oldest domestic log structure 
and one of only a few existing buildings in the city from the 18th 
century. The present house is a reconstruction built around the 
original fireplace and chimney. 

5229 E. Circuit Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15217

1769 – Ambrose Newton, a soldier stationed at nearby Fort Pitt, was granted a claim 
by the Penn family to a 262-acre tract named “Highland.”

1787 – Wagoner Robert Neill received a patent on the land, where it is believed he 
lived with his wife and five daughters for 21 years. 

1795 – The log house was built around 1795, as determined by core sample testing of 
original wood in the house.

1803 – Meriwether Lewis may have stopped to water his horses at Snyder Spring near 
the log house on his way to Pittsburgh to begin his westward exploration, 
according to National Park Service research. The spring is now covered by 
Catahecassa Fountain.

1850 – Robert Neill’s property, “Highland,” was part of a larger tract of land inherited 
by Mary Schenley from her maternal grandfather, General James O’Hara.

1889 – Mary Schenley donated 300 acres and sold another 120 acres at a reduced 
rate to the City of Pittsburgh to create Schenley Park.

1969 – The Pittsburgh History & 
Landmarks Foundation 
undertook a major 
reconstruction of the log house 
on the original site.

1977 – The Neill Log House was 
designated a Historic Structure 
by the City of Pittsburgh.

1985 – Schenley Park was put on the 
National Park Service’s list of 
National Historic Places, with 
the Neill Log House being a major contributing factor.

You can help the FRIENDS OF THE NEILL LOG HOUSE  (FONLH) save and restore 
this unique Pittsburgh Historic Landmark, one of only a few eighteenth-century buildings 
remaining in Pittsburgh. For more information about the Neill Log House, scan the QR 
code or go to the Squirrel Hill Historical Society website, squirrelhillhistory.org.

FRIENDS OF NEILL LOG HOUSE (FONLH Inc.) is a project of the Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) and the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC) in 
cooperation with the City of Pittsburgh, owner. All contributions are 

tax deductible. The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition is the fiscal agent, assuming legal responsibility for reporting FONLH 
revenue and expenses. You can donate online through the SHUC website, shuc.org, (Click on “Projects.”) or scan the QR 
code. Donations by check are also accepted. Make your check out to SHUC-FONLH and put FONLH in the memo line. 
Mail to: Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition, 5604 Solway Street, Pittsburgh, PA, 15217.

Click here to return to Article Index

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/members-page-password-shhs/newsletters-archives/major-article-search/
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