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About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed to 
gathering, preserving, and 
celebrating the historical 
memories of our neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Programs are free and open to 
everyone. Until further notice, 
they are held virtually on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. until live programs 
can resume at Church of the 
Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave.

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members page on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
Inc., has been determined to be 
exempt from federal income tax 
under Internal Revenue Code Section 
501(c)(3). All contributions to the 
SHHS, including dues, are deductible 
from federal taxes under Section 170 
of the IRS Code.

Co-Presidents’ Message
Dear SHHS Members,
We hope you are having a safe and joyful holiday season, and we wish you a 
Happy New Year! On page 2, we present our schedule of programs for most 
of 2021.  We hope you can join us. Until further notice, the programs will be 
on Zoom. We hope to transition to live programs as soon as we can.
It’s time to renew your 2021 SHHS membership if you haven’t done so 
already. Thank you for your past support. You can renew your membership 
via credit card or PayPal through our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or use 
the form on page 8 of this newsletter to mail in your dues.
SHHS is dependent on dues and donations to fund its expenses. Officers 
and board members are volunteers, so our main expenses are rental of the 
room for our programs at Church of the Redeemer, insurance, and printing 
and mailing costs. SHHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, so dues and 
donations are tax-deducible.
Although our programs are open to everyone, only SHHS members receive 
this newsletter. Our newsletter archives are on the password-protected 
Members Page of our website. The password will be changed in early 2021.
The past year was challenging, with the restrictions Covid-19 presented. 
SHHS had to move its programs to Zoom, which will continue until we 
are permitted to have live programs again at the Church of the Redeemer. 
Meanwhile, besides the programs, the SHHS has implemented interactive 

If you would like to submit an item of historical interest for publication, suggest 
a topic for a speech, ask a question, or give feedback, send an email to sqhillhist@
shhsoc.org, or write to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

2021 Membership Drive
Don’t forget to renew your SHHS membership for 
2021! See our interesting schedule of programs and 
activities for the coming year on page 2. 

Also, consider a gift membership for someone you 
know who is interested in Squirrel Hill history. Our 
newsletters go out only to members, so membership 
is the only way to receive them.

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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January Program
January 12, 2021: “The History of The Homewood Cemetery”
Lisa Speranza, Director of Development for The Homewood Cemetery Historical Fund, was born and raised in 
Pittsburgh’s Lawrenceville neighborhood. She has been visiting Allegheny Cemetery her entire life. In 2014, she 
joined Allegheny Cemetery as a volunteer historian. Along with Nancy Foley, she co-authored Images of America: 
Allegheny Cemetery in 2016. In 2017, she expanded her volunteer work to include The Homewood Cemetery. 
Touched by the many wonderful stories there were to share within those grounds, she authored Images of America: 
The Homewood Cemetery, which was published in December 2019.  During both of these efforts, she was fortunate 
to work with many wonderful individuals from the cemeteries’ Board of Directors, local historical organizations, and 
kind individuals from the local community who understood the importance of sharing those tales.
Early in 2020, Ms. Speranza was selected as the Director of Development for both cemeteries. In this role, she feels 
it is her honor to continue to tell the stories of those who came before, while preserving their legacies for future 
generations. The Allegheny and Homewood Cemeteries offer many wonderful resources, and they are continually 
evolving to incorporate new community outreach programs. Lisa looks forward to sharing them with you, as both 
cemeteries continue to build upon their foundations, started centuries ago. 

January Interactive Activity
January Interactive Activity: “What’s in Your Basement?”
Do you have something odd, historic, or unusual in your house’s basement? Send us your story! You don’t have to 
identify your house. In the course of working on the House History Project, we came across a house with a room 
behind a disguised door in the basement where bootleggers cooked mash to make moonshine during the Depression, 
and one that had a bomb shelter during the Cold War. And we’ve heard about “slag humps” but have never seen one. 
Send us your stories! We’ll publish them in this newsletter. Email us at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org or click on “Contact us” 
on the SHHS website as part of our continuing House History Project.

2021 SHHS Programs 
The SHHS is in the process of scheduling speakers for 2021. Here is the lineup so far. More details will be provided in 
upcoming newsletters.

Tuesday, February 9: “Engineering Pittsburgh: Bridges.” Speaker: Todd Wilson, P.E. 
Tuesday, March 9: “The Pittsburgh Pirates Go to the Movies.”  Speaker: Ron Backer, Attorney, Author
Tuesday, April 13: “The Mystery of Liberty Township.” Speaker: Jim Wudarczyk and Tom Powers, 
Lawrenceville Historical Society
Tuesday, May 11: “Expert Analysis of Zone 4 Crimes.” Speaker: Officer David Shifren, Pittsburgh Bureau 
of Police
Tuesday, June 8: “Deciphering Presdential Signatures.” Speaker: Michelle Dresbold, Internationally 
Reknowned Handwriting Expert

projects to keep members involved. We have added links on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org, for you to 
follow and be involved in these interesting projects. We want to thank you again for your patience and understanding 
during these troubled times.
Don’t forget that SHHS and SHUC (Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition) have joined together to produce a great 2021 
Squirrel Hill calendar as a joint fundraiser. The calendar has vintage Squirrel Hill photographs for each month and 
notes religious and government holidays. Many birthdays of noted Allderdice alums are also listed. It’s not too late 
to get a calendar for yourself or for a gift. There is a link on the SHHS website that takes you to the SHUC website 
to purchase the calendar online, or you can find it at Little’s Shoes, Classic Lines, and Amazing Books. The price is  
$19.25  including tax, or $21.50 with shipping.
Thank you. Stay safe and have a Happy New Year.
Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger,   Co-Presidents, SHHS

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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2021 SHHS Programs Continued 
Tuesday, July 13: “Changes in Squirrel Hill’s Political Borders.” Speaker: Helen Wilson. SHHS Vice-
President 
August 2021: Summer break. No program scheduled. 
Tuesday, September 14: “The Story of Carrie Furnace.” Speaker: Ron Baraff, Rivers of Steel
Tuesday, October 12: “Reflections on the Tree of Life Shootings Three Years Later.”  Speaker: Beth 
Kissileff, Co-Editor of Bound in the Bond of Life

Ongoing Activities
“Connecting Squirrel Hill to the Lewis and Clark Expedition”
This past summer, the SHHS was approached by the administrator of a website 
created for the National Park Service dedicated to the Lewis and Clark Trail, called 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Experience, lewisandclark.travel. Trail 
researchers discovered evidence that Meriwether Lewis probably passed near the 
Neill log house in Schenley Park when he was on his way to Downtown Pittsburgh 
to begin his keelboat journey to St. Louis to meet up with William Clark. As a result, 
the Neill house was placed on the website’s map as the easternmost stop on Lewis’s 
journey. This website is meant to be a companion to the National Park Service’s Lewis 
and Clark Trail website, which is mainly historical in nature. The purpose of the L & C Trails Experience website is to 
highlight places to visit, eat, shop and stay along the route. 
The SHHS’s participation in this project has had a number of developments over the past month:
• A link to the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Experience has been put on the menu of the SHHS’s 

website. Clicking on the link will take you to a page that explains the project and has two more links. One is a link 
to the actual Lewis and Clark Trail Experience website, the other is a direct link to the page on the website that 
is about the Neill log house.

• Because the L&C Historic Trail Experience website deals with tourism, the SHHS invited the Squirrel Hill Urban 
Coalition (SHUC) to partner with it to feature Squirrel Hill’s restaurants, shops, and other amenities on the 
website, since that is more in line with SHUC’s purpose. The SHHS will be responsible for submitting places of 
historical interest in the local area. 

• Perhaps an even more exciting development relates to the Neill log house itself. The Lewis and Clark project has 
sparked interest in repairing and restoring the house. In the past, the house had been extensively rehabilitated 
several times but was not kept in good repair and has deteriorated again, and its condition is becoming critical. 
The SHHS, led by Board member Tony Indovina, has met with members of the City’s Department of Public Works, 
several local preservation organizations, historic architecture experts, and a SHHS member with ties to the Neill 
house to  determine the best way to restore the house and one day reopen it to visitors. 

The “Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Project” wraps up in this issue. See Tony Indovina’s article about the convoluted 
and intertwined history of sycamores and London plane trees.

Past SHHS Program Videos
You can find videos of almost all past SHHS programs on the SHHS website. Click on the link “SHHS Videos by Topic” 
and choose a program that interests you. If the program raises questions or if you’d like to comment on it, click on the 
“Contact us” link or send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

Reminders for Zoom Procedures for the January Program
Tony Indovina, SHHS Email Coordinator

Here are some reminders for using Zoom to register for and attend our programs. 
• Participation is by registration only for both members and nonmembers. If you tell friends about the program, 

ask them to mention in their request that they were referred by you.

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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Mountain Music—and Sycamore Trees in Frick Park
Tony Indovina

We’re winding down our Squirrel Hill Champion Tree Project, but we’ll still be on the lookout for the biggest trees in 
our neighborhood. And if you see one you’d like us to measure, let us know! The largest one we’ve found is a London 
Planetree in Fern Hollow in Frick Park, located where Falls Ravine Trail and Tranquil Trail intersect. A second giant is 
about a quarter mile north on Tranquil Trail. But huge London Planetrees are all over Squirrel Hill. In this article, Tony 
Indovina tells us why.

I was typical of many teens in the late 50’s and early 60’s, but my musical tastes were not exactly in tune with most 
of my peers. Or perhaps that’s part of what made me typical back then. While other friends were into Doo Wop, I 
was strangely drawn to the Folkways vinyl albums I could buy with my paper money, including the Depression-era 
revival style of music (pre-Blue Grass) of The New Lost City Ramblers and the roots music of such artists as Huddie 
Ledbetter, better known as Leadbelly or Lead Belly.
Mike Seeger, one of the three musicians and founding members of the Ramblers, was a half-brother of the well-
known folksinger Pete Seeger. The Ramblers had a Squirrel Hill connection with their own revival performance that I 
attended not too many years ago, sponsored by Calliope in the Carnegie Lecture Hall. For the Smithsonian Collection 
of Folkway Recordings, Mike Seeger wrote, “The songs on this (our first) album were recorded by commercial 
companies and the Library of Congress in the southeastern mountains between 1925 and 1935, and show the first 
attempts of the hill musicians to ‘make a hit’ with old traditional songs that had been in the mountains since pioneer 
days.” Leadbelly was a legend among black folk musicians in the 30’s and 40’s, during which time he lived a rambling, 
violent life for which he was often imprisoned. At one point in his troubled life, folk anthologists Alan and John 
Lomax campaigned for his release from a Louisiana prison farm when they were collecting music for the Library of 
Congress. After performing solo and with other well-known black Blues artists in the music halls of New York City, 
Leadbelly ultimately died penniless. Some of the best-known pieces he performed and wrote include “Good Night 
Irene,” “Midnight Special,” and “Rock Island Line.” Leadbelly is said to have “bridged the gap between folk and blues, 
black and white” music.
As I have become more sophisticated in my understanding of music, I can now appreciate how the offbeat musical 
genres I was drawn to in my youth are more closely related to the origins of Doo Wop than I then understood. 
Doo Wop had its roots in R&B and Soul Music, with influences from blues and the American folk experience. My 
more conventional musical tastes included the lyrical ballads of Joan Baez. And my favorite of these was her bell-
clear soprano rendition of “Barbara Allen.” Years later, I was enthralled to find this old English ballad featured in 
the plot of a beautiful Indie film from 2000 my wife and I watched and re-watched, entitled Songcatcher. The movie, 
featuring music performed by a host of well-known mountain music artists, is a loosely based biopic about a female 
musicologist in the Nineteen-Aughts who defied tradition by venturing alone into the hollows of North Carolina 
in a wagon filled with equipment for wax recordings. Her mission was to study traditional English and Scots-Irish 
ballads of the people living there in the deep and isolated mountain hollows. A young girl in the film sings a haunting 
rendition of this ballad that she learned from her parents, as they learned it from their parents and grandparents, as 
long ago as anyone remembered. The storyline underscores how such music transmigrated across the ocean to the 
New World from when it was first sung long ago. In my adulthood, I grew to love Irish and Celtic music, and often 
listen on my favorite podcast to a variety of modern and traditional music played by today’s artists from Ireland and 
the British Isles. I am fascinated to discover that many modern artists from there have, in turn, infused many of our 
country and mountain musical themes back into their Celtic renditions, like waves back and forth across the Atlantic.

• Be sure the name that your computer or device logs on with is the same as the one you registered with.
• The name must be from the personal email address recognized by SHHS.
• If the name is not the same and you are not recognized, you may be reminded by a Chat message to rename 

yourself as registered.
• If this doesn’t happen, and you are not recognized by video when you enter the meeting, you may be “dismissed.” 

We know this sounds harsh, but it is important to maintain security for the enjoyment of everyone who joins in 
our meetings.

Finally, remember that we will mute all microphones during the presentation. After the presentation, we will remind 
you to unmute yourself for questions and answers.

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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This actually has much more to do with trees than you might imagine. My story continues with a tree species traveling 
across the Atlantic, interbreeding with another, then coming back to settle in large numbers in our neighborhood and 
other large cities from New York to Philadelphia in the eastern United States, where it all began. For me, it started 
with my childhood memories of the gnarly behemoth trees lining our neighborhood streets. What we grew up calling 
Sycamores I now know are London Planetrees (often spelled Plane trees), so prominent throughout Pittsburgh. North 
Squirrel Hill is credited with having the largest number of these trees in the city, along with another very prominent 
type of tree, the pin oak. The city analysis that made this finding credits Squirrel Hill North as having the highest 
percentage of tree canopy to area in Pittsburgh. 
One of my most vivid memories of the London Planetree was the feeling of dread that accompanied the underfoot 
crunching of its bark strewn on our sidewalks, along with dry leaves at summer’s end—an omen that vacation play 
was almost over and school would soon begin. 
The London Planetree, ironically, is not even an actual species but a hybrid of two species discovered in the famous 
“nursery garden and ark” of John Tradescant the younger in Vauxhall, a district of South London. Tradescant returned 
from a trip to Virginia in 1647 with either seeds or propagating material of the American Sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis), native to eastern North America. Another four of the total ten species of Platanus are also native to 
North America, from the southwest to Mexico. The Genus Platanus has family members dating back over 100 million 
years. The American Sycamore hybridized accidentally when another mature species of “majestic” tree, the Oriental 
Plane (Platanus orientalis), happened to occupy the same space in the garden. The hybrid offspring of these two, the 
London Planetree, was found to be a tree of remarkably strong and vigorous growth, with such hardy characteristics 
that the French first lined their boulevards in Paris with them from around 1850. The British, not to be outdone, 
planted Planes “en masse” in London when there was a need to counteract the pollution of the Industrial Revolution. 
What came to be called the London Planetree flourished despite pollution and removed more pollution by percentage 
than other trees. One way the London Planetree differs from its Sycamore parent is that its roots require less space, 
making it an ideal planting in an urban environment. And the Planetree’s tendency to pop its distinctive “khaki 
camouflage-patterned” bark is a result of a less elastic underlayment, a trait that helps it cleanse itself and shed 
pollution.
I could not find much detail on when the London planetree was first introduced to the United States, though it was 
certainly introduced to specimen gardens in the 19th century. However, it was not commonly used as a street planting 
much before the 1930s, and widespread plantings probably began first in Eastern cities, then spread west across the 
country. A Pittsburgh Park source indicates that many of the oldest Planetrees existing on our streets are from the 
1920s, a time when Pittsburgh was known as “The Smoky City.”  I challenge one of our SHHS members to research 
newspapers from that period for more specific details on plantings. 
It was interesting to try doing conventional tree dating by the recommended method of 
tree measurement we employed for our Squirrel Hill Tree Project. A few Planetrees on 
Wightman Street near Forbes (one pictured on right) appear to have a larger girth than 
most, but measuring their circumference was complicated by how gnarled they were. 
Measuring all the bumps produced an estimate of more than the likely 100 years from 
when it was probably first planted, if we assume that none existed on our streets before 
1920. The “gnarliness” of the London planetrees, that in my youth made me think they 
might be talking trees from a haunted forest, is the result of a condition to which this 
hybrid and its parent sycamore are vulnerable. Anthracnose is a group of fungal diseases 
that cause cankers and whorls and branches to grow at angles. This, and the incessant 
utility line pruning that Planetrees endure, probably cause them to grow more out than 
up, instead of the stately specimens they could be. 
Replacing the London Planetree in the city has been limited, with some exceptions. Because they are hybrids that 
can only be reproduced by propagation, nursery varieties reintroducing them are genetically identical clones. Some 
popular cultivars are resistant to Anthracnose but lack genetic diversity so might be more vulnerable to other blights 
in the future. Younger specimens have been planted around Schenley Plaza to replace many of the original London 
Planetrees that once existed there—only 100 are left of the original 300. Young cultivars are also in evidence on 
either side of Forbes Avenue, driving through the CMU campus.
Of course, this all relates back to my music metaphor about waves across the Atlantic for our conclusion about Platanus 
trees in Frick Park and the results of our “Champion Tree of Squirrel Hill Project.” Our Champion is the stately London 
Planetree at the intersection of the Falls Ravine and Tranquil Trails in Fern Hollow, with a diameter of almost four 

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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and a half feet (pictured at right). Because it, and the almost as large runnerup not 
far away along Tranquil Trail, are hybrids, we can assume they were propagated 
as specimen plantings by landholders before the Frick family owned the land that 
is now the park. These early settlers may have themselves been transplants from 
across the Atlantic. Both of these planetrees appear to be a full hundred feet tall, the 
height to which that type of tree can grow. When we visited our champion tree last 
summer, a park ranger clued us in about the stately American sycamores that exist 
along Nine Mile Run, which are easily identified by the stark white bark near the 
top, one of several features distinguishing them from hybrid trees, along with other 
bark, leaf shape, and seed configuration characteristics. Growing along stream 
banks is also a characteristic of the American sycamore. A winter picture of one 
of these beautiful trees (below) was confirmed by City Horticulturist Phil Gruzka 
to show American sycamores. Winter is a good time to observe these trees, when 
their white bark glistens like a beacon in full sun and a leafless forest. 

There is an early pre-park reference about 
Jane Gray Swisshelm sitting under her favorite sycamore tree by her gristmill 
and farm on the eastern slope of Nine Mile Run extending into Swisshelm Park. 
One muses about how large this tree might have been. (See article below.)
Reports about a French explorer in the late 18th century identify an American 
sycamore measuring more than 40 feet in circumference. George Washington 
had earlier measured the same tree. The world record is reported to be a tree  
that existed until the early 20th century several miles west of Kokomo, Indiana. 
After being felled by a storm, it left a hollowed stump over 57 feet around, and 
was believed to be centuries old. Think about that when you pass one of their 
gnarly offspring on the streets of Squirrel Hill!
References
Media sources:
Britannica Online / “Doo-wop music,” by Frederick Dennis Greene
PBS.org / American Roots Music: “Leadbelly”
Smithsonian Folkways Recordings / “New Lost City Ramblers”
Wikipedia.org / “Songcatcher”

 Tree sources:
“Growing History” / The Philadelphia Historic Plants Consortium, London Planes and American Sycamores, posted March 13, 2012 by David H.
Londonist.com / “The Secret History of the London Plane” by Ben Venables
Mtauburn.org/horticulture / Platanus, Sycamore, London Planetree: by Jim Gorman, January 3, 2016
Pittsburgh i-Tree Ecosystem Analysis: City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July, 2015
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy Blog Site: “A Race with the Red Queen,“ February 26, 2016 by Lauren Slalter

Jane Grey Swisshelm and her Sycamore Tree
Helen Wilson

In Ernest S. Craighead’s report, “Notes regarding the photograph of the 
Swisshelm Log House and Stone Barn,” the real estate agent included 
a passage about noted abolitionist Jane Gray Swisshelm. It read, “Born 
Jane Grey Cannon, December 6, 1815, in a house on what is now Water 
Street. While still an infant her parents removed to a house on what is 
now the site of the Duquesne Club and shortly after went to Wilkinsburg. 
There she lived until her marriage in 1836 to James Swisshelm, ’the son 
of the old revolutionary war soldier, with the unpronounceable name, 
who lived in the beautiful valley.’ She was one of the earliest and most strict abolitionists. Indeed the first abolition 
meeting ever held in Allegheny county was held under the famous sycamore tree that once stood on her place. [The 
object of the meeting] was to establish an abolition paper in the city. Thirty acres surround the house. A walk across 
fields brings one to the curve in the brook where once a tall sycamore tree stood. Interwoven with the history of the 
tree were many of the most important events of Mrs. Swisshelm’s life. It was struck by lightning three weeks before 
her death [in 1884] and was believed by her to presage her own end. Under it she loved to sit and read or meditate.”

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters
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Book Review: Images of America: The Homewood Cemetery
Jim Wudarczyk

Arcadia Publishing boasts of having more than 14,000 titles in print.  This firm has been 
a blessing to local communities, since it provides a vehicle for researchers to save old 
photographs that might otherwise never have been published.  It is also a means for local 
historians to present a general overview of their community’s heritage.
It should be noted that Arcadia provides the template, but it is also restrictive in that it 
mandates strict guidelines on the number of pages, amount of text, number of chapters, 
and amount of photographs that may be used.  There are also guidelines relating to the 
size, age, and quality of pictures.
In her book, Images of America: The Homewood Cemetery, author Lisa Speranza 
demonstrates a thorough knowledge of her subject, as well as the ability to work within 
the established guidelines.  

This is Speranza’s second venture into investigating the rich heritage of Pittsburgh’s cemeteries. Her first book, Images 
of America: Allegheny Cemetery, made its debut in December 2016.  She coauthored the Allegheny Cemetery book 
with Nancy Foley.  Both women showed their love for Pittsburgh’s oldest romantic garden cemetery by producing a 
concise and exceptional book that captures the essence of their subject in 127 pages.  
Lisa Speranza then turned her attention to another historic cemetery.  Her examination of Homewood Cemetery hit 
the bookstores in December 2019.  Considering the size of the cemetery, its age, and its role in Pittsburgh history; 
Speranza successfully tackled a vast amount of material and gave the historical community another well-written and 
well-documented study of one of Pittsburgh’s often overlooked landmarks.  
Opened in 1878, The Homewood Cemetery is a premier example of the lawn park cemetery concept developed by 
Prussian architect Adolphe Strauch. According to Strauch, a cemetery should be a “simplified, streamlined, open 
design that allowed for a more strictly conceptualized layout for all to enjoy.”
Speranza starts her book with images of the area before there was a cemetery and illustrates the gatehouse, entrances, 
and chapel. There are even photographs of ponds that are no longer there.      
Inside Homewood Cemetery is the Chinese Cemetery, founded by the Chinese Cemetery Association in 1901.  It is one 
of the oldest Chinese cemeteries on the East Coast.  
As the East End of Pittsburgh became more affluent in the latter half of the nineteenth century, an increasingly large 
number of the city’s elite chose Homewood Cemetery for their final resting place. These included names such as 
Dilworth, Pitcairn, Herron, Bigelow, Flinn, Wilkins, Mellon, Hillman, Benedum, and Heinz. Members of the Frick 
family are also buried there. David Lytle Clark, the entrepreneur and confectioner who gave us the Clark Bar and the 
Zagnut Bar, is laid to rest in Section 25. Photographs of other millionaires and prominent people abound in the book. 
Of particular note in the book is a picture of the mausoleum of William Harry 
Brown.  It is accompanied by a picture of Brown and his family on one of their many 
trips abroad. Speranza wrote, “One of the most recognizable monuments in The 
Homewood Cemetery is the pyramid memorializing William H. Brown and his family 
(photo at right). The Browns operated one of the largest coal-shipping businesses 
of the time on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. They were well traveled and enjoyed 
exotic trips, like this visit to the Sphinx and the Egyptian pyramids around the end of 
the 19th century.  The influence of that trip on the family was so great that they were 
eventually buried in this pyramid replica designed by the well-known architecture 
firm of Alden & Harlow.”
Speranza not only incorporates the wealthy and better known personages buried in the cemetery, but she also reminds 
us that it also holds the remains of many people who shaped our heritage who are often overlooked in the annals 
of Pittsburgh history. For example, she includes Henry Posner, Jr., who was a research scientist on the Manhattan 
Project, head of Pittsburgh Outdoor Advertising Company, and a generous contributor to Jewish communities around 
the world.  She also includes references to people who played prominent roles in the Civil Rights Movement, Air Force 
veterans, World War I veterans, and women who defied the social norms of their times. 
One of the often-overlooked heroes of the Second World War was Stewart McClintic. “While stationed in London as 
a lieutenant colonel, McClintic analyzed reports to specifically coordinate military bombing campaigns against the 
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Still Available for Purchase
Helen Wilson

It’s not too late to get a copy of the 2021 Squirrel Hill Calendar and our featured books relating to Squirrel Hill. 
SHHS and SHUC (Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition) have collaborated on a 2021 Squirrel 
Hill Calendar with vintage photographs and important dates as a fundraiser for 
both organizations. It can be purchased at Classic Lines, Amazing Books, and Little’s. 
Price: $17.99 + tax = $19.25. To purchase calendars online, go to the SHUC website, 
shuc.org, and click on “SUPPORT SHUC.” There is also a link on the SHHS website 
that takes you to the SHUC website for ordering. Shipping and handling charges 
of $2.25 will be added if the calendars are mailed to you. To purchase by email or 
phone: Send an email to SHUC at info@shuc.org, or contact Maria at 412.656.6902.

The Squirrel Hill Cafe has been a Squirrel Hill fixture for years, and now bartender Jan 
Cavrak and poet and writer Leslie Mcilroy have written a warm, down-to-earth, no-
holds-barred tribute to the cafe. Open the pages of The Red Door—An Historical Memoir 
of Pittsburgh’s Iconic Squirrel Hill Cafe and enjoy the atmosphere! When the Squirrel 
Hill Cafe reopens, the book can be purchased at the Squirrel Hill Cafe for $35. Ask Jan or 
whoever is tending bar when you come.   

Allegheny Cemetery Stories, a book written by SHHS member James Wudarczyk, contains 250 
pages and has 24 chapters highlighting events and biographies of some of the important people 
buried in the hallowed grounds.  Allegheny Cemetery Stories may be obtained 
by sending $13.00 (plus $3.00 postage) to James Wudarczyk, 417 Fisk Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15224.

Beth Kissileff and Eric S. Lidji have compiled an anthology of reflections 
about the Tree of Life shooting, Bound in the Bond of Life, written by members 
of the congregations at Tree of Life, local reporters, academics, and activists. 
SHHS member and well-known Pittsburgh Jewish historian Barbara Burstin is 
one of the contributors. The book is available online and at local bookstores. 
The SHHS’s October 12 program will feature Beth Kissileff. 

“Abandoned Pittsburgh, Gears & Ghosts” (Mon., Jan. 4, 7:30),
“Western Penitentiary, Life and Death Inside the ‘Wall’” (Mon., Jan. 11, 7:30) 

“The Clemente Museum: The Story of the Great One” 
(Mon., Jan. 18, 7:30) 
“Nellie Bly: How a Sassy Girl from Pittsburgh Became 
a Legend” (Mon., Jan. 4, 7:30)

Nazis.” He also worked on the Ultra project, which intercepted German communications sent via the Enigma cipher 
machine. Another of the interesting biographies was that of “The Princess” Doris Mercer. A chorus girl, one of her 
marriages was to Persian royalty, Prince Farid Khan Sadri-Kajar, in 1933.  Although the couple divorced, she refused 
to give up her title of “The Princess.” The renowned artist George Hetzel, who died in 1899, is buried in Section 7.  
His paintings were displayed at 1876 Centennial Exposition, the 1893 Columbian Exposition, and the 1896 Carnegie 
International.  
Of course, the book contains many more stories and accompanying photographs relating to The Homewood Cemetery.  
One must commend the book’s author, Lisa Speranza, for her dedication and vast amount of research, 
Images of America: The Homewood Cemetery is a book that will be treasured by those frequent visitors to the cemetery 
grounds as well as by people totally unfamiliar with the rich heritage of this landmark.     

Doors Open Pittsburgh, https://doorsopenpgh.org, has some great virtual events lined up for January. Go to its 
website to sign up for these intriguing programs.

Click here to return to 2021 Newsletters

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/2021-2/


January 2021

9

SHHS MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Squirrel Hill Historical Society membership year runs from January 1 to December 31. Dues can be paid at 
SHHS programs, by mail to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217, or by credit card or PayPal on the SHHS 
website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click on the link HOW TO JOIN/DONATE in the menu at the top of the page. 
SHHS members receive monthly newsletters. Only members receive them. If you provide your email address on 
this form, we will send the newsletters via email, which saves the SHHS copying and postage costs. IMPORTANT: 
We email newsletters to the email addresses provided on the membership forms. If two or more members live 
at the same address and would each like to receive a copy of the newsletter, please include all email addresses 
on the membership form. 
If you do not provide your email and you let us know you would prefer a hard copy, we will mail the newsletters 
to you. Past newsletters are archived under the password-protected ”Members Page” link on the SHHS website. 
The password will be emailed to new members. If you are already a member but have forgotten the password, 
email the SHHS at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org and you will be sent the password. Put “Requesting Members Page 
Access” in the memo line.

Annual Dues: $15 individual / $25 couple                              Date:  ______________________________

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.:  _________________________________________________________________________

Email address(es)  Please print clearly):  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Check one:     Renewal  _____    New Member  _____ 

Additional donation  ________________________    Total enclosed:  ____________________________ 

If sending this form by mail, make check payable to SHHS and mail to:
 SHHS
 PO Box 8157
 Pittsburgh, PA. 15217

For more information or questions, contact us at our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

The SHHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations, including dues, are tax deductible for federal 
income taxes.
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