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About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed to 
gathering, preserving, and 
celebrating the historical 
memories of our neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
Inc., has been determined to be 
exempt from federal income tax under 
Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)
(3). All contributions to the SHHS, 
including dues, are deductible from 
federal taxes under Section 170 of the 
IRS Code.

Co-Presidents’ Message
Dear SHHS Members,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THIS YEAR. You have made SHHS one of 
Pittsburgh’s foremost historical societies.
With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 2021 will be a challenging year for 
the SHHS, but we are looking forward to meeting this challenge by providing 
interesting new ideas and programming to keep members involved. See 
inside for more information.
November marks the beginning of the 2021 membership drive. Annual 
dues will remain a reasonable $15 for individuals and $25 for couples.  
Dues and donations represent nearly the entire income for SHHS. Anyone 
who joins the SHHS from now on will be counted as a 2021 member.
Membership dues and donations may be submitted by mail or paid online at 
squirrelhillhistory.org. A membership form is included with this newsletter. 
Membership entitles you to receive the monthly newsletters, which contain 
information about SHHS, local events, researched history articles and 
current projects.
Since we were forced to discontinue our in-person programs at the Church 
of the Redeemer, we have moved our programs to the Zoom platform. One 
of our goals is to increase the number of members participating in the 
Zoom programs. They will continue to be offered at our regular meeting 
time of 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month.
For those of you who are not familiar with Zoom, it is an easy-to-use 
application that enables conferences to be held online. While it is different 
from attending a meeting in person, it is still very enjoyable and offers an 
opportunity to interact with the speaker and other members. Everyone 
should give it a try.
A few days prior to each Zoom meeting, an invitation will be sent to all 
members and people on our extended mailing list that gives the title of the 
program, name of the speaker, time, and instructions on how to join the 
program. If you do not have Zoom installed on your device, you may still 
participate by clicking the link in the message we send to you.  
In closing, we would like to thank all of our members and others who have 
made this past year a great success. We look forward to working together 
in 2021. 
Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger,   Co-Presidents, SHHS

If you would like to submit an item of historical interest for publication, suggest 
a topic for a speech, ask a question, or give feedback, send an email to sqhillhist@
shhsoc.org, or write to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

LOOK INSIDE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE SHUC/SHHS 
2021 CALENDAR. IT WILL MAKE A GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT!

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Editor’s Note—Carrying on in the Time of COVID
Helen Wilson

The year 2020 will go down in history as the year of the shutdown. Things screeched to a halt as COVID-19 began 
to ravage our nation. Experiments with reopening stores, restaurants, bars, museums, schools and other facilities 
proved to be problematical as spikes continue to happen, with no end in sight yet. Slowly, organizations learned how 
to adapt. Zoom replaced live meetings and programs. While Zoom meetings can’t compare to live ones, we can look 
on the bright side and not have to worry about finding a parking space! 
All joking aside, it’s been a tough year. While transitioning to Zoom programs, the SHHS has run monthly interactive 
activities exploring various aspects of Squirrel Hill—its house histories, heritage trees, Turner Cemetery, and this 
month’s interactive version of our Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill. Stay tuned for more activities in the coming months. 
Speaking of Turner Cemetery, the Turner Cemetery History Walk on October 10 was a low-key version of its usual 
self, with only a self-guided tour offered. No food, speakers, or restrooms. Hurricane Delta came, too, and blew down 
the informational signs around the cemetery. But otherwise, the weather was pleasant and the masked attendees 
enjoyed the afternoon. The bagpipers played instruments they pumped with their arms, no blowing required.
Turner Cemetery is open to visitors year round. At present the only entrance is on the corner of Federal Hill Street 
and Saline Street. We ask only that you don’t touch or make rubbings of the fragile old tombstones that have given 
us so much information about the oldest inhabitants of Squirrel Hill, with many more secrets yet to be discovered. 
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November Program
Tuesday, November 10, 2020, Zoom Program, 7:30 p.m.: “Exploring Pittsburgh’s Lost Treasures ”
Rossilynne Skena Culgan describes herself as a storyteller, journalist, writer, photographer, editor, strategic 
communicator, and social media evangelist—fueled by curiosity and chai. She is the author of 100 Things to Do in 
Pittsburgh Before You Die, a book that promises to become your local “bucket list” and to provide new ideas for your 
next visitors. Culgan is Food and Culture Editor for The Incline (TheIncline.com), a Pittsburgh news website. Her 
website is www.rossilynne.com.

November Activity
Interactive Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill: The cooler temperatures of November will be an ideal time to practice 
physical distancing by driving around Squirrel Hill to experience the diversity within our large neighborhood. SHHS 
vice-president Helen Wilson and SHHS member Lauren Winkler are preparing an updated interactive version of the 
driving tour that will have more information and pictures about what you’ll see along the route. The new tour should 
be up and running on the SHHS website by early November.

Ongoing and Future SHHS Programs and Projects
Tuesday, December 8, 2020, Zoom Program, 7:30 p.m.: This program is still in the planning stages, We plan 
to feature an interview with one of the authors of The Red Door—An Historical Memoir of Pittsburgh’s Iconic 
Squirrel Hill Cafe by Jan Cavrak and Leslie Mcilroy and then ask attendees to share their own stories about the 
famous cafe and the Squirrel Hill business district. Further details will be announced in the December newsletter.

December Activity: Connecting Squirrel Hill to the Lewis and Clark Expedition: In December we will 
present detailed information in this newsletter about an exciting connection between Squirrel Hill and Meriwether 
Lewis as he was on his way to join William Clark in St. Louis to begin their historic journey west. This past summer, 
the SHHS was approached by the chief administrator of a website created for the National Park Service called the 
Lewis and Clark Historic Trail Experience. Based on research detailed in our October 2020 newsletter, suggesting 
that Meriwether Lewis passed close by our Neill Log House, we were invited to submit a nomination to be included 
on their site. Our nomination was approved and now can be viewed by copying and pasting this address: 
https://lewisandclark.travel/nomination/neill-log-home-in-pittsburghs-squirrell-hill/ 
The next step is for the SHHS to develop a new page on our website that will share information about Squirrel Hill 
with anyone viewing the Lewis and Clark site. Our Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill, previewed in this edition, will be a 
major part of this new link. Watch for more!

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Ongoing: The SHHS’s June activity, the “House History Project,” continues to uncover interesting stories about 
Squirrel Hill’s homes. All that’s needed to be done is to write them down and send your stories to us. For more 
information about researching your own house’s history, to read stories that have been submitted, and to submit 
your own story, go to squirrelhillhistory.org and click on the House History Project link in the main menu. 
Ongoing: The SHHS’s informative July presentation, “Taming the Automobile: Pittsburgh’s Boulevard of the 
Allies,” by Justin Greenawalt, is still available for viewing on the East Liberty Valley Historical Society’s Facebook 
page. You don’t need to sign onto Facebook to view this fascinating presentation. Go to the SHHS website and click 
on “Past SHHS Events by Year” in the main menu and then on the “2020” link. Scroll down until you find Justin’s talk 
and follow the directions to view it. Other talks and historical information are also on the ELVHS’s Facebook page.

Ongoing: The SHHS’s August activity, “Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Project,” is also ongoing. As you walk around 
our streets and parks, you might be stopped in your tracks by the biggest tree you ever saw. Measure its circumference 
at a height of 54 inches and see if you can identify what kind of tree it is. Then send us the data and where the tree is 
located, and we’ll put it in our binder. We’ll announce Squirrel Hill’s biggest tree in the December newsletter.

Past SHHS Program Videos
Don’t forget you can find videos of almost all past SHHS programs on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click 
on the link “SHHS Videos by Topic” and choose a program that interests you. If the program raises questions or if 
you’d like to comment on it, click on the “Contact us” link or send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

The Squirrel Hill branch of Carnegie Library is now open, with limited services. We 
hope to see it vibrant with people again when the pandemic crisis abates, but for 
now, we’re happy that it’s open! Our new display there is “SHHS in the Time of 
Pandemic,” showing all the things the SHHS has been doing since the pandemic 
started. Stop and take a look at it the next time you go to the library.

Notes on SHHS Zoom and More
Tony Indovina, SHHS Email Coordinator

Since it’s likely the SHHS’s Zoom presentations will continue for the foreseeable future, it’s necessary 
to update our members on a few matters. During our last presentation, Vice President Helen Wilson 
admitted the obvious, saying that “we are experiencing growing pains” with this technology. So 
here are a few things to keep in mind as we continue the Zoom programs. Remember—though 
Zoom meetings are best viewed on a laptop or desktop computer, you can also participate with 
your pad or smartphone. Phone calls don’t work on our Zoom account:

Participation will continue by pre-registration only. When you respond to our email invitation, you will be put on our 
attendance list, and an email with a link to the meeting will be sent to you the day before the program. Those who 
have Zoom accounts and prefer keying in the meeting number will likely also have to use the password provided. 
If you receive an acknowledgement to your request to register but DO NOT receive your link by noon of the day of the 
program, please send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org that you “did not receive link.” Once the program has begun, 
it is difficult for us to respond to such requests.
To avoid background noise for our presenter, continue trying to find and use the “Mute” button on your Zoom screen 
until it’s time for questions and answers. On our part, we will attempt mastering the “Mute All” feature. 
When you sign in at program time, expect to have to be admitted from the Waiting Room. Please be patient, as one 
of our members will be attempting to do this for all participants. Using the Waiting Room is a recommended layer of 
security.
Since email is the primary way we stay in touch with our members, here are a few other reminders. During our recent 
Zoom meeting, we had an unfortunate incident of a member or two not receiving the meeting link because our email 
went to their Spam folders. We recently changed our email settings to allow “Email Authentication,” basically making 
it less likely for this to happen. If you have email that often sends others’ messages to Spam, you might try entering 
our above email address into your Safe Senders list or creating a filter that never sends this address into Spam. If you 
ever have trouble getting through to our email address, let us know by sending a message through our website by 
clicking on the CONTACT US button at the top of our homepage.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/2020-newsletters/


4

November 2020

A Great Gift for the Holidays—the SHUC/SHHS 2021 Calendar!
Just in time for the holidays, the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition and the Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
present the 2021 Squirrel Hill Historical Calendar!
Price in stores: $17.99 + tax = $19.25.
Shipping and handling charges of $2.25 will be 
added if the calendars are mailed to you. 
Availability: Calendars will be available starting 
Monday, November 9.
To purchase at a retail store: Calendars will be 
available for sale at some local stores, including 
Classic Lines, Amazing Books, and Ten Thousand 
Villages. Check the SHUC website for more 
information. 
To purchase online:  On or after November 9, go 
to https://shuc.org/product-category/squirrel-
hill-2021-calendar/.  Or just go to the SHUC 
website, shuc.org, and click on “SUPPORT SHUC.” 
There will also be a link on the SHHS website to 
take you to the SHUC website for ordering.
To purchase by email or phone: Send an email 
to SHUC at info@shuc.org, or contact Maria at 
412.656.6902.
To purchase by mail: Send the form below and 
a check made payable to SHUC to SHUC, 5604 
Solway Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.
The SHHS will provide additional information 
about the calenar in the email blast sent out a 
few days before its November 10 program.

The calendar is a joint fundraiser for 
SHUC and the SHHS. We hope you support 
this effort. It will give you a year’s worth 
of enjoyment! 

ORDER FORM FOR SHUC/SHHS 2021 CALENDAR

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (in case of questions about your order)  __________________________________________________________________________

Price for each calendar:  $19.25 plus $ 2.25 shipping and handling  =  $21.50

Number of calendars ordered  ______________    Total Amount   $__________________________________________

Send this form and a check made payable to SHUC to SHUC, 5604 Solway Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Also in the Works: The SHUC Treasure Dinner on November 18
The SHUC is holding its annual SQUIRREL HILL TREASURE DINNER as a streaming video event with 
replay option this year. 
Since 2010, SHUC has honored the special community “Treasures“—the people and places that make 
Squirrel Hill a great place to live, work, and do business. The Squirrel Hill Treasure Dinner has become an 
annual celebration and fund-raiser for the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition. Each year we recognize three to 
four individuals, businesses, and organizations that are integral parts to our Squirrel Hill community, and 
one place in Squirrel Hill that has added historic significance to a community we call home.
2020 Honorees are 
•	 Jasmine Cho, a baker who uses cookies to teach 

about Asian-American history and social issues. 
•	 Barbara Burstin, a historian at Carnegie Mellon 

who researches the history of Jewish Pittsburgh. 
She is a SHHS member who has presented several 
programs to the SHHS.

•	 Nor Nareedokmai, a business owner who brought 
Lao cuisine to Pittsburgh with his new restaurant 
Kiin last year.

•	 First Tee Pittsburgh, a nonprofit youth 
development program that delivers life skills and 
character education to young people ages 5-18 
through the game of golf.

For more information and to order tickets, go to 
shuc.org and click on the Events link. 

Join Doors Open Pittsburgh for the new DOP Stories series, a weekly virtual 
storytelling experience that celebrates Pittsburgh!

To kick things off, DOP is offering four nights of 
DOP Stories that take you behind the scenes and 
celebrates the Pittsburgh music scene (November 
2, 4, 5 and 6). After that, weekly DOP Stories 
resume on Monday evenings, 7:30 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
Registration is required to join the live stream 
each week. Pay what you can ($5 minimum). For 

more information, go to doorsopenpgh.org or send an email to info@doorsopenpgh.org. 
Bonnie Baxter, Founder/Executive Director. Nov. 2, 4, 5, 6

Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 Nov. 30

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Editor’s Note: This article was first published in Shady Ave magazine, Fall 2017. We have updated and reprinted it here because of 
its connection to Turner Cemetery, which was the focus of our October Turner Cemetery History Walk and the related SHHS program 
that followed it on October 13. We thank Charlie Stewart and Shady Ave for permitting us to reprint it here. 

Dirty Girty Gets His Due
After 200 years of infamy, a Squirrel Hill legend receives official recognition for his accomplishments.

 Charlie Stewart

Renegade. Turncoat. Traitor. 
By whatever name he’s called, controversial frontiersman Simon Girty, one of our area’s earliest known settlers, 
played such a significant role in the history of western Pennsylvania that a state historical marker has been erected 
in his honor in Squirrel Hill.
The site of the blue and gold cast aluminum marker is near the intersection of 
Beechwood Boulevard and Federal Hill Street, on land that Squirrel Hill historians 
Helen Wilson and Wayne Bossinger proved was once part of Simon Girty’s 
farm, specifically the burial ground for his half brother, John Turner Jr., and his 
mother, Mary Girty Turner. It was dedicated on September 30, 2017, as part of the 
annual Turner Cemetery History Walk sponsored by the adjacent Mary S. Brown 
Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church and The Friends of Turner Cemetery.
Eric Marchbein, a member of the Squirrel Hill Historical Society with a keen 
interest in the French and Indian War, took it upon himself to nominate Girty for 
commemoration. He successfully made the case to the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission (PHMC) that Girty’s life touched and was touched by many 
of the major events of the 18th century, when western Pennsylvania was contested 
by the French, Indians, British, and eventually, American settlers.
“I can think of no better portal to understanding the region’s rich history than Simon 
Girty’s story,” says Marchbein, “as he was someone who was torn by the conflicts of his associations with these 
various groups.”
Girty was born in 1741 in central Pennsylvania, where his father traded with the Native Americans. After his father’s 
death, Girty’s mother married a man named Turner. When Girty was 15, the Girty-Turner family was taken captive 
by a French-led Indian war party and dispersed among different tribes. Simon Girty was adopted by the western 
Senecas and became fully assimilated into the ways and customs of the Seneca Nation. His mentor was none other 
than Guyasuta, one of the most powerful Native American chiefs of that era.
Eight years later, Girty and other white captives were returned under a treaty agreement with the British, but Girty 
remained sympathetic to the Indians and often dressed as one.
Eventually reunited with his birth family, Girty and his brothers blazed a claim to more than 100 acres in Squirrel Hill, 
where they erected a cabin near the present-day western entrance to the Squirrel Hill Tunnel, five miles from Fort 
Pitt. It stood there as recently as the 1920s.
Politically astute and a gifted linguist, Girty straddled two worlds—the world of the settlers and the world of the 
Native Americans—and became an invaluable interpreter, negotiator, and scout at Fort Pitt, where he helped translate 
communications between various parties. 
“At that point, he was probably the most adept frontiersman on the entire frontier,” says Marchbein, “since he spoke 
as many as nine Indian languages, had close relationships with both the native and colonial communities, and could 
travel comfortably throughout the frontier.”
His considerable skills brought widespread renown, but Girty’s fame changed to notoriety during the American 
Revolution.
Under British rule, it was illegal for any subject in the American colonies to acquire land from the Indians, but 
American revolutionaries sought to acquire native lands for their own use. Realizing this, Girty—who initially sided 
with the colonists—defected in 1778 to the British, who intended to honor the treaties with Indians governing the 
western frontier. For the duration of the revolution, he served as a scout, spy, and military liaison working with the 
tribes of the Ohio Country, even commanding raids on the colonists.

Early portrayal of Simon Girty

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Shady Forbes Terrace and its Connection to Pittsburgh’s Breweries
Lauren Winkler

The SHHS is often asked questions about various aspects of Squirrel Hill’s history. A recent question concerned 
the origins of the Shady Forbes Terrace, whose entrance is halfway up Shady Avenue between Forbes Avenue and 
Darlington Road. The twelve townhouses in the terrace, six on each side, are accessed by a sidewalk that runs the 
length of the terrace. The person who asked the question said he had been told the land beside the houses was 
intended to be a shoe factory, and the houses were built as homes for the workers. Was this true? he wondered.

My research proved otherwise. I could not find 
anything to do with a shoe factory at this location. A 
1923 Hopkins plat map shows that M. O. Straub owned 
the land where the terrace is now. M. O. Straub was 
Wilhelmina (Minnie) Ober Straub, a brewery heiress 
who purchased the property with unsuccessful 
plans to build a garage there. When I started putting 
together the information I discovered about Minnie 
Straub and Shady Forbes Terrace, I found it to be a 
fascinating story of a prominent Pittsburgh family 
and several grand Squirrel Hill houses. 

Minnie Ober was born into a prominent brewery family in 1871. Her father, John P. Ober, and her uncle, William 
Eberhardt, founded the Eberhardt and Ober Brewery in 1870. The brewery merged with J. N. Straub Brewery in 1883 
and operated in Troy Hill in the building that is now Penn Brewery. In 1891, Minnie married into another prominent 
brewery family when she married Edward H. Straub, son of the Straub Brewery owner.
The Obers and Straubs lived at 10 Lowrie Street in Troy Hill in the 1890s, where they were among the elite families 
of the city with a live-in nurse and three servants. They were wealthy enough to attract the attention of robbers who, 
in 1892, snuck into the house pretending to be painters and stole jewelry. Perhaps that’s why the family moved to 
Squirrel Hill.

When the war ended, Girty settled in Canada, where he had been granted land by the British crown in recognition of 
his service. Blind and suffering from rheumatism and arthritis, he died there in 1818.
According to Girty’s biographer, Phillip W. Hoffman, Girty’s defection caused him to be demonized by chroniclers of 
early American history, who frequently blamed him for atrocities he didn’t commit.
“Girty was considered a notorious, bloodthirsty, traitorous, Indian-loving bastard,” claims 
Hoffman. “But it was all a lie.”
Now, the man once maligned as a “white savage” is recognized for his defense of Native 
American rights.
“I used to be told, ‘Don’t tell anyone you are related to the Girtys.’ Now I can’t brag about 
them enough,” laughs Ken Girty, a descendant of Girty’s brother Thomas, who made 
arrangements to be buried with his ancestors in Turner Cemetery. His wish was carried 
out when his urn was placed in Turner Cemetery in 2017.
“I really think he was a strong man of integrity,” says Bloomfield resident Jennifer Girty, 
Ken’s second cousin. “I’m honored that he’s going to be remembered for his part in 
American history.”
Another proud descendant is Dennis Hock, co-owner of Draai Laag Brewing Company on the banks of Girty’s Run in 
Millvale. “Draai Laag” loosely translated from Dutch means “turncoat,” Hock says.
 A state historical marker to Girty already exists near his birthplace, but “it was felt that [he] had a lot of 
influence in western Pennsylvania and not much influence in Dauphin County,” says Karen Galle, historical marker 
program coordinator for PHMC. “Because he…spent the rest of his life in western Pennsylvania or other western 
territories, it was felt that it was justified to have a second marker.”
 “He certainly is a controversial figure, there’s no question about that,” Galle notes. “The marker text will not 
provide any kind of judgment one way or the other. It will just present the facts.”

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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In 1901, the Ober and Straub families moved to a mansion on 
Beacon Street near Schenley Park. In 1910, they were living there 
with their seven servants. After Minnie’s father died in 1909 and 
her mother in 1913, she inherited the majority of the family’s 
$850,000 estate (over $22 million in today’s dollars). In the 1910s, 
Minnie was living on Wightman Street. By 1920, Minnie and 
Edward Straub had divorced and Minnie had purchased a house 
in the 1400 block of Beechwood Boulevard for herself, her two 
sons, and one servant and given the Wightman Street house to her 
daughter, Olive, and her family. The Beacon Street house, called the 
Ober mansion, was sold to Herman Kamin and demolished in 1924 
to be divided into lots on what is now Guarino Road.
Minnie purchased the property at Forbes and Shady in 1920 with 
the intention of making it into a garage, likely for her sons, Homer 
and John, who were listed as garage owners in the 1920 census, 
but she sold the property to J. M. Schwartz in 1922. He originally planned to turn it into a garage, but in 1923, he 
sought a building permit for 12 houses at “Shady Forbes Terrace Court.” By 1925, families were already living at 
Shady Forbes Terrace.
As for Minnie, she moved to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, likely around 1922 with her son John, and his family. At some 
point in the 1920s, she married Harry Scott. He is not listed with the family in Wisconsin in the 1930 census, so he 
must have died before then, though I could not find his obituary. Minnie died in 1937 and is buried in the family crypt 
in Allegheny Cemetery.

This excerpt from a 1923 plat map shows H. 
Cooper owning the Shady Forbes property, while 
M. O. Straub still owns the property on Forbes. 
Shady Avenue is to the right.

What’s Old Is New Again in Squirrel Hill
Helen Wilson 

Squirrel Hill is constantly in the process of reinventing itself. Over the past few months, a number of old places and 
structures have been reborn into new forms. We have plenty of subjects to research and write about in 2021! Here’s a 
sampling of upcoming articles. We urge you to join us in our quest for interesting stories about Squirrel Hill’s history. 
Send us your ideas for research, ask questions, and better yet--submit your own articles!
•	 Eric Lidji, Director of the Rauh Jewish History Program & Archives at the Senator John Heinz History Center sent 

us an article about an early real-estate developer, Herschel Miller, who started a contracting firm around 1890 
and brought several sons into the business to form H. Miller & Sons.  Eric’s article will appear in the December 
newsletter.

• On October 28, Wightman Playground reopened after a complete makeover, including a water feature designed 
to collect stormwater runoff. But its prior history is interesting as well--starting out as a dammed ice pond, which 
is why it sits lower than Wightman Street.

• Another thing that just opened is the new McFarren Bridge over Nine Mile Run in Duck Hollow. There’s lots to 
tell about this bridge and its long-lost predecessor, the McFarren Footbridge.

• Still another thing that opened was the part of the Run Forward Trail that extends from Monitor Street past the 
Solevo Wellness medical marijuana dispensary to Forward Avenue. The trail follows the path of old Saline Street 
under the Murray Ave Bridge. Along the way you can find pieces of the old trolley trestle and the concrete arch 
bridge that preceded the present bridge.

• First Tee’s new Learning Center at the Bob O’Connor Golf Course in Schenley Park is projected to open in 
late 2020, with LEED certification, replacing what was basically several old sheds attached together that were 
hopelessly outmoded and in bad condition.

•	 O’Connor’s Corner, several years in the making, opened at the corner of Phillips and Murray Avenues.
• Although Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church is now just a memory, pieces of it have 

been reused in other structures. For example, the Abbey bar and restaurant at 4635 Butler Street in Lawrencevelle 
has incorporated some of MSBA’s windows. 

And that’s just for starters! We look forward to another year of enlightening and exciting research.  

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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SHHS MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Squirrel Hill Historical Society membership year runs from January 1 to December 31. Dues can be paid 
at SHHS programs, by mail to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217, or through PayPal on the SHHS 
website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click on the link HOW TO JOIN/DONATE in the menu at the top of the page. 
SHHS members receive monthly newsletters. Only members receive them. If you provide your email address on 
this form, we will send the newsletters via email, which saves the SHHS copying and postage costs. IMPORTANT: 
We email newsletters to the email addresses provided on the membership forms. If two or more members live 
at the same address and would each like to receive a copy of the newsletter, please include all email addresses 
on the membership form. 
If you do not provide your email and you let us know you would prefer a hard copy, we will mail the newsletters 
to you. Past newsletters are archived under the password-protected ”Members Page” link on the SHHS website. 
The password will be emailed to new members. If you are already a member but have forgotten the password, 
email the SHHS at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org and you will be sent the password. Put “Requesting Members Page 
Access” in the memo line.

Annual Dues: $15 individual  _____       $25 couple  _____          Date:  ________________________________

Name(s):  ________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.:  ______________________________________________________________________________

Email address(es)  Please print clearly):  ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Check one:     Renewal  _____    New Member  _____ 

Additional donation  ________________________    Total enclosed:  _________________________________ 

If sending this form by mail, make check payable to SHHS and mail to:
 SHHS
 PO Box 8157
 Pittsburgh, PA. 15217

For more information or questions, contact us at our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

The SHHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations, including dues, are tax deductible for federal 
income taxes.
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