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About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed to 
gathering, preserving, and 
celebrating the historical 
memories of our neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
Inc., has been determined to be 
exempt from federal income tax under 
Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)
(3). All contributions to the SHHS, 
including dues, are deductible from 
federal taxes under Section 170 of the 
IRS Code.

Co-Presidents’ Message
Dear SHHS Members,
Future historians will look back at 2020 as a truly chaotic year. It has 
been filled with vicious politics, sometimes violent protests, economic 
challenges, extreme weather and the Coronavirus pandemic.
One of the benefits of studying history is that it can help put things 
into perspective. Although this year’s events are of great concern, past 
generations saw similar challenges, and in the end, all turned out well. Our 
recommendation—stay positive. 
In October, we have a number of events planned.  On October 10, from 1-3 
p.m., the SHHS, in conjunction with The Friends of Turner Cemetery from 
Mary S. Brown-Ames Church will be conducting a History Walk at Turner 
Graveyard, the second oldest cemetery in Pittsburgh, right here on the 
edge of Squirrel Hill. The tour will be self-guided, meaning that visitors will 
proceed at their own pace to read the historical signs placed around the 
cemetery. Volunteers will be on site to answer questions and enforce safety 
requirements. Masks and physical distancing are required, and no more 
than 100 people will be permitted in the cemetery at one time. You can 
come anytime between 1-3. Enter at the upper gate on Federal Hill Street, 
where volunteers will greet you. 
The History Walk will be followed by a Zoom program, “Turner Cemetery’s 
History and Significance” at our scheduled meeting time of Tuesday, 
October 13, at 7:30 p.m. The program will provide detailed information 
about the history of the cemetery and the people buried there. You will 
soon be receiving information on how to connect to the presentation.
In other news, the SHHS has provided photographs and other assistance to 
the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition to support its production of a “History 
of Squirrel Hill” calendar for 2021. We’ll have more details about the 
calendar and how you can purchase it in our next newsletter, but we’re 
giving you a heads up now so you can think about it as a great holiday gift. 
One other upcoming event is Open Doors Pittsburgh, taking place 
Downtown and on the North Side on Saturday, October 3. Tickets can 
be purchased on the Doors Open Pittsburgh website at doorsopenpgh.
org., which will give you access to numerous buildings of historical and 
architectural significance and various art exhibits. Its map also details 14 
historical markers downtown and 8 on the North Side. The director, Bonnie 
Baxter (SHHS’s September speaker) has offered SHHS members and friends 
a discount of $1 per ticket. When you go online to purchase your tickets, 
enter promo code SHHS2020.
Last but by no means least, the SHHS is looking for volunteers to help our 
organization in various capacities.  Any assistance will be appreciated. The 

If you would like to submit an item of historical interest for publication, suggest 
a topic for a speech, ask a question, or give feedback, send an email to sqhillhist@
shhsoc.org, or write to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.
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Editor’s Note—Focus on Squirrel Hill’s Early History
This issue of the SHHS Newsletter seems to have focused in on Squirrel Hill’s early history. The impetus was that 
the SHHS was contacted by a National Parks Service contractor about a project involving the Neill log house near 
the golf course in Schenley Park. SHHS email coordinator Tony Indovina gives an introduction to that project in this 
newsletter. This National Parks contact led to the idea of including an article about the Neill house. 
The National Parks Service project also got us thinking about Squirrel Hill in the 1700s and early 1800s, when it 
was part of Pitt Township and then Peebles Township. It was a vastly different place from what it is today. The much 
smaller population probably intermarried. A new SHHS member doing genealogical research on his family has been 
tracing family ties of early settlers and making interesting new discoveries about  them. His research led him to 
Turner Cemetery, 3424 Beechwood Boulevard, a graveyard dating to 1785 that contains the remains of many of the 
early inhabitants of Squirrel Hill. And that led to the idea of having a scaled-down version of the Turner Cemetery 
History Walk, held annually since 2008 in autumn until the deconstruction of the adjacent Mary S. Brown Memorial-
Ames Church caused it to be cancelled in 2019. See the information below about the History Walk and the SHHS 
Tuesday night program about the cemetery. 

2

October SHHS Presentations: Turner Cemetery History Walk and SHHS Program
Until further notice, programs, held at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, are cancelled. 
More information about SHHS programs and activities can be found on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Let us know if 
you have a topic, speaker, or activity to suggest. Contact the SHHS through our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, by emailing us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org, or by sending a letter to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

Saturday, October 10, 1-3 p.m.: “Self-Guided Walking Tour of Turner Cemetery”
The SHHS and The Friends of Turner Cemetery of Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church 
have teamed up to present a self-guided walking tour of Turner Cemetery, 3424 Beechwood Boulevard. The church 
maintains the cemetery but doesn’t own it. Researchers continue to discover new information about Turner Cemetery, 
the second oldest burial ground in Pittsburgh and the final resting place of many of the earliest inhabitants of Squirrel 
Hill, including military veterans from the Revolutionary War up to the Spanish-American War. For the self-guided 
tour, signs will be in place around the cemetery telling about the lives of various people buried there and giving other 
interesting facts about the graveyard. Researchers will be on hand to answer questions, and church members will 
update attendees about future plans for the church. For more information, go to turnercemetery.org.

PLEASE NOTE THESE IMPORTANT CRITERIA FOR THE WALKING TOUR.
• No reservations are necessary. The tour is self-guided, so you can come anytime between 1-3 p.m. and proceed 

at your own pace to read the historical signs put up around the cemetery.
• Enter the cemetery at the upper gate on Federal Hill St., which runs beside the cemetery. The gate is near the 

intersection with Saline Street. There is currently no entrance on Beechwood Boulevard due to the deconstruction 
of the church. Parking is available along Beechwood Boulevard (on the cemetery side) and on Saline Street. 

• The cemetery is on a slope, and the ground is uneven in places. Attendees participate at their own risk. 
The SHHS and MSBA Church cannot assume liability for any injuries sustained in the cemetery. 

• Wearing masks and physical distancing will be required. COVID-19 precautions will be in force. Attendance 
will be limited to the number of people permitted by the City of Pittsburgh to congregate outdoors. By entering 
the cemetery, you are agreeing that you are entering at your own risk and that you will not hold the SHHS or 
MSBA Church liable if you should contract COVID-19 in the future.

• No restrooms or refreshments will be available. No dogs are permitted during this event.
• Please do not touch or make rubbings of the tombstones. They are fragile, and such actions can damage them.

board is looking for volunteers to work with our program coordinator to find speakers and book Zoom presentations 
or suggest speakers for us to contact or programs you’d like to have. We’re also looking for volunteers to assist with 
various projects, research historical topics, and/or write articles for the newsletters. We want you to share in the 
enjoyment of delving into Squirrel Hill’s unique history!
You can contact us through the “Contact Us” link on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org, email us at sqhilhist@
shhsoc.org, or write us at PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 1517
Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger,   Co-Presidents, SHHS
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Tuesday, October 13, 7:30 p.m.: “Turner Cemetery’s History and Significance”
SHHS Vice-President Helen Wilson, a Turner Cemetery researcher, will present a Zoom program discussing the 
history of Turner Cemetery and how the cemetery relates to the early development of Squirrel Hill.  To register for 
this program, send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org before October 12. You will be sent a link to the program.

Ongoing and Future SHHS Programs and Projects
November: We hope to have a Zoom presentation in place for November 10. It will be announced in the November 
SHHS Newsletter.  In the meantime, during that month we will feature an interactive activity, “Revisiting the Driving 
Tour of Squirrel Hill.” The cooler temperatures of November will be an ideal time to practice physical distancing 
by driving around Squirrel Hill to experience the diversity within our large neighborhood. SHHS member Lauren 
Winkler is preparing an updated interactive version of the driving tour that will have more information and pictures 
about what you’ll be seeing along the route. In our October newsletter, we will invite you to view the preliminary 
version of the driving tour and suggest other sites to see in the neighborhood. 

Ongoing: The SHHS’s June activity, the “House History Project,” continues to uncover incredible stories about 
Squirrel Hill’s homes. All that’s needed to be done is to write them down and send your stories to us! For more 
information about researching your own house’s history, to read stories that have been submitted, and to submit 
your own story, go to squirrelhillhistory.org and click on the House History Project link in the main menu. 

Ongoing: The SHHS’s informative July presentation, “Taming the Automobile: Pittsburgh’s Boulevard of the 
Allies,” by Justin Greenawalt, is still available for viewing on the East Liberty Valley Historical Society’s Facebook 
page. You don’t need to sign onto Facebook to view this fascinating presentation. Go to the SHHS website and click 
on “Past SHHS Events by Year” in the main menu and then on the “2020” link. Scroll down until you find Justin’s talk 
and follow the directions to view it. Other talks and historical information are also on the ELVHS’s Facebook page.

Ongoing: The SHHS’s August activity, “Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Project,” is also ongoing. As you walk around 
our streets and parks, you might be stopped in your tracks by the biggest tree you ever saw. Measure its circumference 
at a height of 54 inches and see if you can identify what kind of tree it is. Then send us the data and where the tree is 
located, and we’ll put it in our binder. We’ll announce Squirrel Hill’s biggest tree in the December newsletter.

Past SHHS Program Videos
Don’t forget you can find videos of almost all past SHHS programs on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click 
on the link “SHHS Videos by Topic” and choose a program that interests you. If the program raises questions or if 
you’d like to comment on it, click on the “Contact us” link or send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

Reminder—Doors Open Pittsburgh, Oct. 3, 2020!
Doors Open Executive Director Bonnie Baxter gave a great Zoom 
presentation to the SHHS on September 8 about the great event that lets 
us explore the interiors of the grand buildings rarely seen by the public. 
October 3 is the date to go and see the buildings for yourself! Here is your 
invitation.
DOORS OPEN Pittsburgh, a non-profit organization, implores you to 
please embrace your “nebbiness” on Saturday, October 3rd! 
For the list of participating buildings and to buy tickets, go to www.
DoorsOpenPgh.org.
If you prefer a guided tour experience, we have that, too. Be sure to check 
out our Insider Tours being offered during Doors open Pittsburgh 2020.  
DOORS OPEN Pittsburgh believes that ALL Pittsburghers should be able 
to have direct access to Pittsburgh’s history.  
And what better way to do so than to invite people INSIDE our buildings, 
and offer them behind-the-scenes access, unique access, or just the opportunity to explore.   
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DOORS OPEN Pittsburgh also believes that it is through these buildings that we can begin to understand and 
appreciate our past, present and future…and see some very cool architecture also!
So, on Saturday October 3rd, grab your mask and curiosity and join us in Downtown and/or the North Side for the 
opportunity to be a tourist in your own City!
Since 2016, DOORS OPEN Pittsburgh has been opening the doors to a diverse collection of iconic buildings, and 
newly designed spaces, for the general public to explore and experience.
While COVID-19 has curtailed opportunities for us to celebrate together, the format of the annual event naturally 
allows for social distancing.  The event is formatted like an open house.  So, you decide which buildings you want to 
visit, and in which order.  Reservations are not needed—all you need is your general event ticket for entry into any 
building you choose to visit.
Once inside, most visitors stay about 10 minutes before moving on to the next building, so mask-wearing is not 
extended.  Also, we will be managing the capacity in each building, so that social distancing can be maintained for 
everyone’s comfort and safety.
Doors Open Pittsburgh is offering a $2 off the 2020 event tickets to SHHS members and their friends. Go to 
https://doorsopenpgh.org/annual-event-2020-2/ then enter this promo code when asked:  SHHS2020.

The History of Turner Cemetery
Helen Wilson

Quick—How many pieces of Pittsburgh’s history from the 1700s still exist? Very few—and Squirrel Hill has three 
of them! The Neill log house and Martin log cabin are in Schenley Park, and Turner Cemetery is just over the 
Saline Street border between Squirrel Hill and Greenfield. Although that technically puts the cemetery in Greenfield 
according to present-day City neighborhood maps, Greenfield and Squirrel Hill were both part of Pitt Township until 
1833, and when Pitt Township was divided up, became part of Peebles Township. Pittsburgh annexed Peebles in 
1868 and divided it into wards. Squirrel Hill became part of the 22nd Ward, now the 14th Ward, and Greenfield 
became part of the 23rd Ward, now the 15th Ward. 
Turner Cemetery is located at 3424 Beechwood Boulevard in 
the busy stretch from Browns Hill Road to the Parkway East 
entrance.  The half-acre graveyard, dating back to 1785, has 
a history that far outweighs its size, for it is believed to be 
the second oldest cemetery in Pittsburgh and maybe the third 
oldest in Allegheny County. It holds the remains of some of 
the earliest inhabitants of Squirrel Hill.
Originally the cemetery was the burial plot of the Turner 
family. The land was owned by John Turner (1755-1840), 
who made a good living selling crops to the garrison in 
Downtown Pittsburgh. He called his 154-acre estate “Federal 
Hill,” remembered today only as the small street that runs 
beside the graveyard between Beechwood and Saline. Turner 
let other members of his community bury their dead in his 
burial plot. In his will, he left the cemetery to his community. It never belonged to the church next door to it.
John Turner was born in 1755, in the days when England and France were vying for dominion in North America, 
and settlers from Europe were moving into the Western Pennsylvania wilderness. The Native Americans found their 
traditional way of life threatened and their lands taken from them. Both sides engaged in surprise attacks and violent 
skirmishes.  

BREAKING NEWS: The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC) and the SHHS are partnering on a 2021 Squirrel 
Hill calendar featuring vintage photographs of the neighborhood. It’s still in the planning stages, so we’ll have 
more details about when it will be available and where you will be able to purchase it in our October issue. It’s 
a great gift idea for the holidays this year!

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Turner’s mother was Mary Newton Girty Turner (c. 1720-1785), who married a hunter and trapper named Simon 
Girty and had four sons. After Girty was killed, Mary married John Turner Sr. They had a son and named him John.  
While John was still an infant, Indians captured the family, murdered his father, and divided the rest of the family 
among them.  Political developments enabled Mary to reunite her family when John was about ten. They settled near 
the corner of Hazelwood Avenue and Beechwood Boulevard, not far from where the cemetery is now. Mary decided 
to keep her last name as Girty, since four of her sons bore that name. One of her sons was Simon Girty Jr., who gained 
notoriety by defecting to the British during the Revolutionary War, along with his brothers George and James.  
The first person believed to be buried in the cemetery was John Turner’s mother, who died in 1785. The location of 
her grave is not known. The first burial on record is that of Mrs. William Craig in 1804, but no tombstone exists for 
her.  The oldest tombstone in the cemetery is that of Nancy Redding (sometimes spelled Reading), who died in 1816 
at the age of 15. The most recent tombstone at Turner Cemetery is that of Edward Schenley Ebdy, who died in 1880 
at the age of 23. Records exist of a few more recent burials up through the early 1900s, but there are no tombstones 
for them. A recent interment took place in 2017, when  Ken Girty, a direct descendant of the oldest of Mary Girty’s 
sons, Thomas, directed that his urn be placed in the same burial place as his ancestors. 
Turner Cemetery is older than the recently demolished Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church 
next door to it, which dated to 1908. Some members of previous churches on the site were buried in the cemetery, 
but not Mary S. Brown and her family.  They lie in Allegheny Cemetery with the exception of Mary’s youngest son, W. 
Harry Brown who is buried with his family in his well-known pyramid 
mausoleum at Homewood Cemetery.
The placement of the tombstones in the cemetery looks odd because 
many of the tombstones (but not the graves) were moved around, 
probably several times. At least 50 people are believed to have been 
buried in Turner Cemetery, most in the first half of the 1800s. Today it 
is impossible to determine exactly how many people are buried there. 
No original records have been found, and burial lists were compiled 
many years after the last burial took place. Also, some of the deceased 
were later moved to other cemeteries by their descendants when the 
cemetery went through a period of abandonment in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s (right).  

Turner Cemetery holds the remains of at least seven and maybe as many as 
thirty military veterans, mostly from the Civil War. The seven veterans known 
to be buried in the cemetery are John Turner, who fought in different campaigns 
against the Indians; Abraham Boother, who fought in the Revolutionary War; 
William Craig, who served in the War of 1812; Henry Brewno, who fought in the 
Mexican-American War; and Samuel Fowkes, William Nelson, and J. P. Clark, who 
fought in the Civil War. The tombstones of Samuel Fowkes, J. P. Clark, and William 
Nelson still remain in the graveyard.
Research on the cemetery is ongoing. A fluxgate magnetometer scan was performed 
on the bottom half of the cemetery in 2010 by a Mercyhurst University student 
doing her undergraduate thesis. She found anomalies that indicated burials, but 
as expected, they didn’t correspond to the placement of the tombstones. And 
researchers continue to delve into old burial records, old newspapers, and other 
resources to find mention of burials at Turner Cemetery.
Members of Mary S. Brown-Ames Church still lovingly maintain Turner Cemetery, 
even though the building itself is now gone. A smaller church building will rise in 

its place to continue the presence of the Methodist religion at the site. The first church was built there in 1842, and 
there were several more after that. The new one will be the fifth. 

Editor’s Note: if you are interested in learning more about the disagreement between Pennsylvania and 
Virginia over which owned the land in Western Pennsylvania below the Allegheny River, the Fort Pitt Museum 
has an exhibition, “Pittsburgh, Virginia,” that deals with the topic. The museum is open from 10-5 daily.  

Civil War soldier J. P. Clark’s tombstone 
is embedded in the base of a tree. 
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The History of the Neill Log House
Helen Wilson, using information from “The Neill Log House Fact Sheet”

On September 9, members of the SHHS executive board had a chance 
to do what few people can nowadays—go into the Neill log house 
in Schenley Park. We met there with two Pittsburgh Department of 
Public Works officials to assess the house’s condition and discuss 
ways to restore and preserve the historic landmark. The house 
was brought to our attention by a National Park Service contractor 
working on a project to connect historical sites associated with 
the Lewis and Clark expedition to communities along the route to 
highlight their historic sites. More information about the project is 
in Tony Indovina’s article following this one.
The Neill house is the oldest extant domestic structure in Pittsburgh 
and one of the last few buildings left from the eighteenth century. It is owned by the City of Pittsburgh and was 
designated a City Historic Landmark in 1977. We found the house in relatively good condition except for the roof. I 
was surprised to see the period furniture that had been put in the house after its 1969 restoration still there, covered 
with dust and cobwebs.  
The First Occupants of the Neill Log House 
The house is believed to have been built and occupied by Ambrose Newton, a soldier at Fort Pitt, who laid claim to 
262 acres in what is now Schenley Park. The house appears on a 1790 road survey. It is still on its original site. Today 
it is known as the “Neill Log House” after the family who lived in it from about 1774 to 1795—Robert Neill, his wife 
Elizabeth, and their five daughters, Nancy, Mary, Elizabeth, Jean and Marthew (or Martha). 
Records show that Robert Neill bought the house and tract in 1787 for 34 pounds, 8 shillings. It was common back 
then for people to name their property, so Neill called his tract “Highlands.” The land was patented to him by the 
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. However, it is likely the Neills were living on the property before 1783, 
even as early as 1774-1775. Since the Neills didn’t pay for the land until 1787 they were undoubtedly squatters, 
as were most of the people  to frontier Pennsylvania. Squatters are people looking for cheap land who settle on 
unoccupied land without paying for it, sometimes for years. This practice was condoned by both colonial and state 
authorities despite claims by absentee owners. Most properties in the Greenfield-Squirrel Hill area have deeds dated 
1787 or 1788, probably because that was when the state caught up with the squatters and made them pay for the 
land they lived on. Squatters were usually allowed to assume ownership of a property (after paying for it) if they lived 
on it, farmed it, and built on it. Neill seems to have done just that—develop the land into a farm. Tax records show he 
owned the land, two horses, and three cows and probably had some sheep, hogs, and hens. Not much else is known 
about him except that he also bought land in what is now Downtown. 
Neill was probably attracted to the site because water was available. An 1872 map shows a creek flowing past the 
house down the hill into a stream that runs into Panther Hollow. The creek is now culverted, but water seeping out 
around the nearby Catahecassa monument is supposedly from the creek. 
The property is about four miles from Fort Pitt, where the family could go for protection in case of an Indian attack 
or to get supplies from merchants and traders around the fort. A 1915 article tells a possibly apocryphal story of an 
Indian attack in Squirrel Hill, when Neill, driver Jack Andrews, and two passengers were returning home one summer 
evening a few years before the Revolutionary War. They were riding in a Conestoga wagon pulled by six horses 
somewhere near present-day Forbes and Murray Avenues. The story goes that an Indian emerged from the bushes 
and threw a wasp’s nest at the wagon, hitting a horse and breaking the nest. The wasps stung the horse and Andrews. 
The horses panicked and stampeded down Murray Avenue. The passengers were nearly tossed from the back of the 
wagon and lost their rifles because of the horses’ sudden start. Andrews got the horses under control, but about six 
Indians chased them to Neill’s home, firing rifles at them, and wounding some of the passengers. When they got to 
the house, Neill and the passengers ran inside while Andrews went on to Fort Pitt for help. Neill and his family fired 
at the Indians through the windows, and after an hour’s siege, the Indians left. 
This story is problematical because the roads over the mountains to the east were bad before 1800 and not wide 
enough for large wagons such as Conestogas, so Neill may have been a wagon driver only later in his life. Early on, he 
probably was a trader with packhorses, carrying goods over the mountains to trade and sell, making the family fairly 
prosperous and able to invest in real estate.
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In 1795, Neill sold the land for 365 pounds, 5 shillings to John 
Reed, who added an adjoining tract. The profit probably reflects 
the development of the land by Neill. Reed sold the tract to 
Brintnal Robins. He, in turn, sold 374 acres to James O’Hara. 
An interesting side note is that O’Hara rented the property to 
the Burchfield family, who owned a lot of property in Squirrel 
Hill South. Adam Burchfield was born in the Neill house. His 
grandson, William, married Elizabeth Stewart, Neill’s great-
great-granddaughter. They lived in Squirrel Hill on Beechwood 
Boulevard. The Burchfields were executives of Horne’s 
department store for decades. Elizabeth Stewart Burchfield may 
have been the source for the newspaper articles about the Neills. 
James O’Hara’s granddaughter, Mary Croghan Schenley, inherited the land. In 1889, she donated about 300 acres 
to the City of Pittsburgh “for the comfort of the people and recreation.” That property, including the Neill house, 
became part of Schenley Park, which opened that same year. The land around the Neill house was made into a picnic 
grove, tennis courts, and not long afterward, a golf course. An addition was put on the house that was bigger than 
the house itself. The house was used for restrooms and a maintenance building for the golf course.
In the late 1930s, the house was designated as one of the “most interesting log structures in western Pennsylvania” 
by Charles M. Stotz when he conducted a survey of historic buildings in this part of the state. 
Description of the Neill Log House
The Neill house is made of oak logs. Most of them are not original 
because the house collapsed in 1967 and was carefully and authentically 
restored in 1969 by Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation. The 
wood was disassembled and the usable wood kept. The lower logs are 
probably original but may not be in their original positions. The new 
logs and beams were cut by hand to match the originals. The present 
roof, floors, and beams are new. The lintel over the fireplace is the 
original log. The fieldstone foundation, fireplace, and chimney are 
original. The chimney and fireplace have never been dismantled.
The house has a single room with a loft above. According to a 1966 
report, the house was well built. The corners were square. The logs 
were held together by V notches and wooden pegs, the ends of the 
roof rafters were beveled, and the floor was made of half-logs called puncheons. Nails were not used. Wood pegs 
simulating the originals hold the rafters together. They are visible in the loft and in the door and window frames.
The house originally had a ladder to the loft, which was replaced by stairs in 1969. The chinking between the logs 
and covering the fireplaces is mortar applied in 1990 to seal out weather. The original chinking would have been 
clay mixed with hair or some other strengthening material on a backing of stones and twigs. 
The house is interesting because it has two fireplaces. The larger fireplace was used for cooking, and an unusual 
smaller fireplace to its left was probably used for heating at night to save firewood. The house is otherwise a typical 
frontier Pennsylvania log house. The furnishings, still in the house, are not original to the Neills, but except for the 
reproduction light fixtures and rifle, all were made in the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century and are items 
a fairly prosperous family like the Neills could have owned. 
Restoration 
When Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation was founded in 1964, one of its early goals was to restore and 
furnish the Neill house and open it to the public. The City had neglected its maintenance and closed it. During the 
period when PHLF was trying to raise funds to restore the building, an entire corner collapsed. A $50,000 grant 
from the Richard King Mellon Foundation made it possible to proceed with restoration and carry out appropriate 
landscaping. Plans were made to add outbuildings to complete a full eighteenth century domestic complex. The 
architectural firm of Stotz, Hess & MacLachlan was retained, and Carl E. Schultz was named contractor. Griswold, 
Winters & Swain were appointed landscape architects.
The first step was a careful disassembling of the fallen structure, each piece being numbered for later identification. 
Since much of the wood had rotted, new pieces were cut to exact dimensions and allowed to age. During this period 
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the Department of Archaeology of Carnegie Institute under the direction of Kirk Wilson conducted an archaeological 
dig of the site that turned up 19,000 artifacts, now in the collection of Carnegie Museum.
Restoration of the log house began in the late summer of 1969, after careful planning to allow the use of modern 
construction methods without destroying the eighteenth-century character of the house. For example, modern 
heating and lighting were employed for contemporary use, but as inconspicuously as possible. Otherwise, many of 
the construction methods of the eighteenth century were used, including cutting and preparing the logs by hand and 
rechinking between the logs by hand, using the original stones. An herb garden and other plantings were installed by 
the Junior League of Pittsburgh, and period furniture and tools were bought or obtained by donation. 
In the early 1970s the house was opened to the public, with tours given by PHLF. However, the house was owned by 
the city, which did not keep up with needed maintenance. For years PHLF was unable to open the house for tours 
because the City didn’t cut down the eight-feet high weeds around the house.
By 1990, the house had rodent damage, decayed chinking, and some vandalism. The house was repaired, and PHLF 
started to hold tours again. But again the city didn’t continue to maintain the house and grounds. In May 1993, 
Preservation Pittsburgh cleaned up house and grounds and conducted tours as a Preservation Month project.
After another period of neglect, the weeds and brush have again been removed by the City, and the grass around the 
Neill house is kept trimmed. A high chain-link fence extends around the property to protect the house. The fence is 
unsightly but effective. 
The historic importance of the Neill house is obvious. It is one of only a few eighteenth-century structures remaining 
in Pittsburgh. Interestingly, of these, three others are in or near Squirrel Hill. They include the Martin log cabin on 
Overlook Drive in Schenley Park (1769-1774), also built by Ambrose Newton; the Woods house at 4604 Monongahela 
Avenue in Hazelwood (1790?); and the house that was once a stagecoach stop at 423 Kaercher Street in Greenfield 
(1800?). The oldest building in Pittsburgh, in case you’re wondering, is the Block House in Point Park (1764), but it 
was not a domestic structure. 
The Future of the Neill Log House
At our meeting at the house in September, the officials from DPW Facilities told us they had tried to get a grant 
to restore the house but it was rejected, not because it was deemed not worthwhile, but because of lack of funds. 
Perhaps another grant can be applied for. The SHHS has just begun to get involved in the well-being of the house, 
and we have no idea yet where this project will take us. Members of the SHHS are welcome to make suggestions and 
volunteer to help.

Meriwether Lewis and the Nemacolin Trail Through Squirrel Hill
Tony Indovina

The inspiration for this article is a project by the National Park Service that will link 
Squirrel Hill to the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The SHHS was contacted by the consulting 
group that created and maintains the website Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Experience (https://lewisandclark.travel/), regarding their desire to include the Neill log 
home in Schenley Park on their interactive map because of their belief that Meriwether 
Lewis passed near there in 1803. The link to this project will soon be put on the SHHS.
Perhaps no roadway in Squirrel Hill is more rooted in early American history than the 
Nemacolin Trail, said to have passed closely by the historic Neill Log Home and Catahecassa 
Fountain in Schenley Park. The Nemacolin Trail was created by a King’s Man from Maryland 
and a Delaware Indian Chief who improved a network of hunting paths, first blazed by 
buffalo through the Cumberland Narrows in Maryland. And though the original trail ended 
just outside of Brownsville on the Monongahela River, an extension of it is believed to have 
passed through Squirrel Hill. The Nemacolin Trail also became Braddock’s Road and parts of U.S. Route 40, the 
National Road. We will focus first on the most recent reference to the trail and its connection to Squirrel Hill.
Meriwether Lewis’ Travel to Early Pittsburgh
The history of Meriwether Lewis’ route to Pittsburgh on the Nemacolin Trail is somewhat speculative. It is known 
that he arrived in Pittsburgh in May 1803 with two wagons of supplies and left in August with his keelboat and crew 
to meet William Clark in St. Louis. His exact route into Pittsburgh is not as well documented. In a letter he penned 
to President Jefferson from Harpers Ferry in 1803, he stated his intention to follow the Nemacolin Trail—“I shall set 

Meriwether Lewis by Charles 
Wilson Peale, 1807 
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out myself in the course of an hour, taking the route of Charlestown, Frankfurt, Uniontown and Redstone Old Fort 
to Pittsburgh....” Redstone, also known as Redstone Old Fort, is a neighborhood of Brownsville, Pennsylvania, on the 
Monongahela River, the historic end of the original Nemacolin Trail. The only reference found to the Nemacolin Trail 
in Pittsburgh is in the application to the Pittsburgh Historic Commission of the Catahecassa Monument at the Neill 
Log Home. Those who continued their journey from the historic end of the trail at Redstone to the Point would have 
considered being on an extension of the trail. The application states that early travelers through the forest, on the 
“nearby Nemacolin Trail,” would water their horses at Snyder’s Spring, which fed the fountain. 
We can believe that Lewis favored a route into Pittsburgh with which he was familiar. Though he originally penned 
his “intention” to take the trail to Redstone Old Fort, it is more likely he settled on a more direct route to the Point on 
a section of the Nemacolin Trail first improved by Braddock’s forces. This is described below as a branch of that trail 
leading “sharply to the northeast,” the direct route to Pittsburgh chosen as Braddock’s Road to Ft. Duquesne. Lewis’ 
first trip to the Point was as a young private in the Virginia Militia, sent there to suppress the Whiskey Rebellion. This 
was when he first traveled Braddock’s Road to Braddock’s Field in 1794. The Field, where those who assembled for 
the Whiskey Rebellion were encamped, was where General Braddock was earlier defeated. 
On Lewis’ later trip to prepare for his expedition, he reported “the weather has been warm and dry… and the roads 
subsequently dusty.” It was also documented that he ferried his wagons across the Monongahela River near Braddock. 
And, because the route along the river shore to the Point would have been swampy travel for his wagons even in dry 
weather, it is also likely he chose an overland route from Braddock’s Field to the Point. This all lends credibility to his 
traveling close to the Neill log home before his last four miles to the Point. He could have traveled from the Mon Valley 
via an early extension of the Braddock Road, across Nine Mile Run, and uphill into what is now Squirrel Hill. An 1822 
map of Pennsylvani that shows early roads in Pittsburgh (see map excerpt on page 10) suggests he could have traveled 
part of old Saline Street, an early wagon trail, to where he could have watered his horses at Snyder’s Spring near the 
Neill house. From there he would have continued on an overland route shown on this map leading directly to the 
Point, roughly following a road preceding Forbes or Fifth Avenues. In 1755, it took Braddock’s forces two months to 
make this trip from the Cumberland Gap to Western Pennsylvania. In 1794, the Virginia Militia made it in one month. 
With two wagons of supplies, Lewis made the trip in 13 days. 
Beginning of the Nemacolin Trail
I would now like to go back to the very beginning of what came to be called the Nemacolin Trail, before it became 
the Braddock Road or the National Pike. In 1750, Thomas Cresap, an agent for the King from Maryland, worked with 
Chief Nemacolin from the Delaware Tribe to improve an ancient network of Indian trails first blazed by buffalo. This 
was to provide passage through the great barrier of the Allegheny Mountains running north and south, connecting 
the Potomac and Monongahela River watersheds. The passage is called the Cumberland Narrows. 
Cresap worked for Christopher Gist, a prominent figure in Western frontier exploration. Their goal was to create 
a passage to the Ohio Lands, or Ohio Frontier, to secure rights for England. This quest was the reason for the later 
French and Indian War between England and France. A map referenced under “Plates and Maps” in the sources at 
the end of this article is the earliest known version of the Nemacolin Trail, probably drawn by George Washington 
himself before Ft. Duquesne was erected. It starts at Wills Creek, traveling to what the locals call the “true” end of the 
trail at Redstone Old Fort on the Monongahela River in Brownsville. Portions of this route would later become the 
National Road, or Route 40, the first federally funded highway in the U.S. 
Cresap would have pursued this westerly route because, as a Maryland agent, he would have wanted to divert trade 
from Pennsylvania by creating a more direct route to the lucrative Ohio Lands. Other branches off this “true” route of 
the Nemacolin Trail lead sharply to the northeast, later chosen by Braddock for his march to Ft. Duquesne. The first 
branch is at a location where Christopher Gist once operated a plantation just past a landmark called “Half-King’s 
Rocks” outside Uniontown, just beyond Big Meadows where Washington was later defeated at Ft. Necessity. The 
1754 map referred to above shows this north-east branch, probably still an unimproved hunting path, proceeding all 
the way to Turtle Creek and the Delaware Indian village called Shannopin Town, in present day Lawrenceville.
The March toward Fort Duquesne and Braddock’s Road
In 1755, General Braddock set out to travel north to Ft. Duquesne from Virginia with an expeditionary force of 600 
men to drive the French from the fort and the Ohio country. He came across the Nemacolin Trail somewhat by accident 
in attempting to cross the mountain chain from Maryland into Pennsylvania. After destroying several wagons in 
the rugged terrain, one of his lieutenants found a passage blazed through the Cumberland Narrows, the beginning 
of the Nemacolin Trail. His forces widened the trail to 12 feet as they advanced on the northeast branch toward 
Connellsville to McKeesport on the Monongahela River, just south of Ft. Duquesne. West of Chestnut Ridge, Braddock 
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used sections of the Catawba path and other Indian paths for his route. History records that he only made it as far 
as Braddock’s Field, in present-day North Braddock, where his forces were defeated and he was mortally wounded. 
The entire course of the Nemacolin Trail has been painstakingly documented in the book, Indian Paths of Pennsylvania, 
by Paul A. W. Wallace. And for reconstructing the probable course of Braddock’s route, there is no better source than 
early 19th century Harvard historian John Henry Lacock. He researched the ancient Nemacolin Trail to Braddock’s 
Field and back again to where Braddock died and was buried, near Great Meadows and Fort Necessity. This research 
from 1908 and 1909, published in 1910 
with his map of Braddock’s Road, stands 
as the definitive authority of what 
started out as Indian and buffalo paths.

The map to the right is an excerpt from an 1922 
map of Pennsylvania in the Library of Congress. 
It shows a route across Squirrel Hill that appears 
to be an extension of Braddock’s Road,. possibly 
following Nemacolin’s trail along an old alignment 
of Saline Street into Four Mile Run valley. If Lewis 
used this route to travel to Pittsburgh, he might 
have traveled close to the Neill house. 

The map shows Pittsburgh at the Point. The word 
“PITT” is diagonally in the middle of the map. Until 
1833, Squirrel Hill was part of Pitt Township. 

Beneath the map is a picture of what Braddock’s 
Battlefiled looked like before the Edgar Thompson 
Steel Mill covered the area. Below that is a screen shot from Google Earth 
showing the location of the battle across from Kennywood Park today.
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West Virginia, May 5, 2003. 
Hulbert, Archer Butler. Washington’s Road (Nemacolin’s Path): The First 
Chapter of the Old French War. Arthur H. Clark Company: Cleveland, Ohio, 
1903.
Wallace, Paul A. W. Indian Paths of Pennsylvania. Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Pa. Historical and Museum Commission: Harrisburg, 1987.
Lacock, John Kennedy. “Braddock Road.” The Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography. 1914, Vol. 38, No. 1., pp. 1-38.
Web Source/”Legends of America. Historic Highways of America.” Volume 3: 
Nemacolin’s Trail in Pennsylvania and Maryland.
Wikipedia.org/”Nemacolin’s Path. Historic Highways of America.” Volume 3.

Plates and Maps:
Braddock’s Road by John Kennedy Lacock
Map: Wiki/Braddock Road (Braddock Expedition)
“Map of Nemacolin Trail from Wills Creek, drawn before the erection of Ft. 
Duquesne, evidently on the basis of Washington’s information secured in 
1753.” (p. 109, above reference: Hulbert, Archer Butler. Washington’s Road)
1822 Map of Pennsylvania, Library of Congress 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition’s Treasure Award Dinner is going virtual this year 
as the Treasure Awards Virtual Event, to be live video-streamed on Wednesday, November 18, from 6:30-
7:15 p.m., with a replay option. For more information, go to shuc.org. For tickets, go to shuc.org/shop/ and 
click on “Treasure Dinner Tickets.”
SHUC’s 2020 Treasures are the Arnold Palmer Clubhouse/First Tee, Norasset Nareedokmai, Jasmine 
Cho, and Barbara Burstin.
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