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About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed to 
gathering, preserving, and 
celebrating the historical 
memories of our neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
Inc., has been determined to be 
exempt from federal income tax under 
Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)
(3). All contributions to the SHHS, 
including dues, are deductible from 
federal taxes under Section 170 of the 
IRS Code.

Co-Presidents’ Message

Dear SHHS Members,
Hello everyone. We hope you are all doing well and complying with 
Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 restrictions, which include social distancing, 
face-mask wearing, travel limitations, etc. Many people have a gut reaction 
to ignore these requirements, but if we care about our friends, family and 
others and want to see the crisis end as soon as possible, we need to follow 
these directives to a “T”. 
This crisis has led many organizations to alter their delivery of services, 
and that includes the Squirrel Hill Historical Society.  We do not expect to be 
able to hold live monthly meetings for a number of months. In their place 
we will be offering some creative and interesting alternatives.   
In June, we set up a “House History Project” on our website where residents 
can post the history of the house they live in.  This project requires a certain 
amount of research by the homeowner, but it can be extremely interesting. 
You can access the project by going to our website at squirrelhillhistory.org 
and clicking on the “House History Project” link.  
In July, we offered an online presentation about the Boulevard of the Allies 
It can still be viewed. Go to our website and click on “Upcoming Events.” 
In August, we’ll have a “Squirrel Hill Tree Registry Project,” where people 
can register statistics about the largest trees in Squirrel Hill.
In September, in place of our monthly live program, we will be presenting our 
scheduled program as an online program using Zoom, a videoconferencing 
software app that is easy to use. Bonnie Baxter, the founder and executive 
director of Doors Open Pittsburgh, will be making a presentation about her 
organization and the Doors Open event usually held in October.  The SHHS 
program will be presented at the same time as the live program would have 
been: Tuesday, September 8, at 7:30 p.m. People will need to register for 
this event, and details will be in next month’s SHHS newsletter.
Thank you again for taking an interest in our organization. We are always 
looking for individuals who are willing to become a part of the management 
team or who would like to submit their own stories or pass along ideas for 
stories they would be like to hear.
Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger,   Co-Presidents, SHHS

If you would like to submit an item of historical interest for publication, suggest 
a topic for a speech, ask a question, or give feedback, send an email to sqhillhist@
shhsoc.org,or write to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

If you need a quick Squirrel Hill history fix, don’t forget you can view all 
our past Carnegie Library displays on the SHHS website, sqhillhistory.
org, in the “SHHS Museum Board Exhibits” link in the main menu. 
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Editor’s Note—The SHHS’s Projects During COVID-19
At some point, hopefully in the not-too-distant future, a vaccine will put an end to our enforced isolation and we will 
be able to resume our programs at Church of the Redeemer. Meanwhile, the SHHS has initiated a variety of projects 
while on hiatus. The projects are all ongoing, so it’s not too late to participate, and we have a new one for August. 

June and Ongoing—House History Project: We asked people to research their house’s history and submit their 
stories. To find more information about the project, read the stories that have been submitted, and/or submit your 
own, go to squirrelhillhistory.org and click on the House History Project link in the main menu. 

July—View a great online presentation, “Taming the Automobile: Pittsburgh’s Boulevard of the Allies,” by East 
Liberty Valley Historical Society (ELVHS) president and SHHS member Justin Greenawalt. The program covers not 
only the history of the Boulevard of the Allies but 
also the reasons why the major boulevards of 
Pittsburgh were created, including Beechwood 
and Bigelow. And check out the teaser Justin 
includes about Squirrel Hill’s squirrels (right).
   It’s not too late to view the presentation! Go 
to our website and click on “Upcoming Events” 
in the main menu. Scroll down until you find 
Justin’s talk and follow the directions to view it.

August—Our new project for August is the “Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Project.” Many of us have been doing 
a lot of walking around our local area, so we came up with a fun project involving the gentle giants we share space 
with—our trees. Details can be found on page 3.
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Past SHHS Program Videos
Don’t forget you can find videos of almost all past SHHS programs on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click 
on the link “SHHS Videos by Topic” and choose a program that interests you. If the program raises questions or if 
you’d like to comment on it, click on the “Contact us” link or send an email to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

SHHS August Project 
August: “Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Project.”  There’s some really big trees in Squirrel Hill! Find your 
favorite and send us information about it.  See page 3 for details.

Upcoming SHHS Programs
Until further notice, all programs, usually held at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, 
are cancelled. More information about the SHHS speakers and topics can be found on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 

Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 7:30 p.m.: “Doors Open Pittsburgh” Zoom Presentation
Bonnie Baxter, Executive Director of Doors Open Pittsburgh, founded the nonprofit organization in 2016 because she 
felt that everyone should be able to see and experience the beauty in our city.  Bonnie will talk about the Doors Open 
two-day event in autumn, when hundreds of volunteers come together to open dozens of buildings to hear the stories 
they tell us about our past, present, and future. This presentation will be online via Zoom. Advance registration will be 
required and a code will be sent to registrants a few days before the presentation. You will receive more information 
about this SHHS program through the email program announcement and the September SHHS Newsletter,. 

The SHHS Executive Board is now working on Zoom presentations and interactive projects for October through 
December. We hope to have them listed in the September SHHS Newsletter.

Let us know if you have a topic or speaker to suggest. Contact the SHHS through its website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.
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SHHS August Project: “Champion Trees of Squirrel Hill”
Helen Wilson

What are the biggest and most interesting trees in Squirrel Hill? We’ve been finding them, and they are massive! Do 
you have a candidate for our Squirrel Hill Champion Trees Registry? The rules are simple because this is August, and 
this project is meant to be fun!  Follow these directions:
1. Find a big tree or one that is notable for another reason. 
2. Measure its circumference at a height of 54 inches (four and a half feet). Find its diameter by dividing the 

circumference by pi (3.14).) (Check for poison ivy growing around the base of the tree. It’s everywhere!)
3. If possible, identify the type of tree, because different trees have different growth rates. To find its approximate 

age, it’s important to know what kind of tree it is. Leaf guides can be found online, or send us a picture of a leaf 
and we’ll see if we can identify it. Based on your statistics, we will estimate its age.

4. Take a picture of the tree if possible.
5. Send us the information along with the tree’s location. Google Maps provides latitude and longitude data, names 

of streets, and park trails.  
We’ll keep a file of Squirrel Hill’s Champion Trees in a binder in our archives, and we’ll publish the results about the 
trees in future newsletters. This table shows the trees we’ve found so far. Help us find more!

Champion Trees of Squirrel Hill
Type of Tree/

Estimated age
Location Lat./Long. Circumference 

at 4-1/2 ft. high
Diameter (pi 
divided by C)

Additional Notes

Sycamore, probably a 
London plane tree
Est. age: 214 yrs.

Intersection of Tranquil 
Trail and Falls Ravine 
Trail in Fern Hollow in 
Frick Park

40.432982,
-79.900169

168 in.
(14 ft.)

53.5 in.
(4.46 ft.)

Forest ranger said it is difficult to tell the 
difference between an American sycamore 
and London plane tree except American has a 
whiter trunk

Sycamore, probably a 
London plane tree
Est. age: 209 yrs.. 

Tranquil Trail in Fern 
Hollow in Frick Park

40. 437780
-79. 899234

164 in.
(13 ft. 8 in.)

52.3 in.
(4.35 ft.)

We have to go back later in the year to look at 
the seeds for identification. Forest ranger said 
late frost delayed seed production

Red oak, 
Est. age: 208 yrs.

Weak Way 40. 421272
-79.925985

164 in.
(13 ft. 8 in.)

52.3 in.
(4.35 ft.)

Tree is on private property but can be seen from 
Weak Way

American Chestnut
Est. age: 37 yrs.

Undisclosed location in 
Frick Park

--- 39 in. 12.4 in.. This tree is believed to be one of the few 
American chestnuts in Frick Park, location 
undisclosed to protect it.

Squirrel Hill’s Trees
To begin the Champion Tree Project, here is an excerpt from our first book, Squirrel 
Hill (Images of America, Arcadia Publishing, 2005), showing that remarkable trees 
have long been part of the history of Squirrel Hill.
Landmarks in the early life of Squirrel Hill were farm paths, hills, streams, and (hard 
to imagine today) trees. Four tree landmarks have been identified. Until the early 20th 
century, a magnificent black oak tree stood at one of the early intersections in Squirrel 
Hill, where Beechwood Boulevard now crosses Forward Avenue. On the Irwin Farm 
(near Forbes and Murray Avenues today) stood a glorious elm tree whose shade was 
so dense that rain did not penetrate. This elm covered an area so big that it became a 
natural gathering place where folks met to celebrate happy times and mourn sad events. 
Political discussions surely covered the French and Indian War, the Revolutionary War, 
the Whiskey Tax Rebellion, and the Civil War. Some of the first religious exercises were 
held there. The elm fell in a storm in 1897. Another huge tree where pioneers gathered 
was near Forward Avenue where it is joined by Shady Avenue. When the Peebles Township 
road was laid (before 1923), the tree was scaled down to five feet. A little farther away 
(about where Douglas Avenue enters Shady Avenue) stood a grove of maple trees where 
young men and women gathered to cook gallons of maple sugar.

Dick Wilford, retired Pittsburgh 
Parks Maintenance Manager, 
Eastern Division, stands with his 
carefully monitored American 
chestnut tree in Frick Park. 
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The excerpt mentions a huge elm tree “whose shade was so 
dense that rain did not penetrate” on the Irwin farm.  During 
the course of the 1900s, Dutch elm disease decimated the 
elm trees of America, and few large ones are now left. We 
found a truly awesome elm in West Park near the Aviary on 
the North Side, measuring six feet in diameter, but it’s not 
in Squirrel Hill (left). I’m mentioning it in case you’d like to 
see what a truly magnificent elm looks like. 
We do know about an old elm in Squirrel Hill, now gone, 
that has an interesting story. The caption to the picture on 
the right reads, ”SHADE TREE, BEECHWOOD BOULEVARD, 
PITTSBURG, PA. Large elm tree, eight feet in circumference, 
60 feet high, raised 7 feet, moved 55 feet; it was not harmed 
and is growing.” The picture is from a John Eichleay Jr. Engineering Co. brochure. The 

company moved the tree when Beechwood Boulevard was being constructed in the early 1900s. 
The excerpt from the Squirrel Hill book said that trees were used 
as landmarks in old Squirrel Hill. They were also used to mark 
boundaries. A number of instances can be seen in the excerpt 
to the right from the Warrantee Atlas of Allegheny County, plate 
9, “City of Pittsburgh,” showing the earliest landowners in the 
county. The corners of David Irwin’s property are marked with 
“Hic” (hickory); “B.O.” (black oak) and two beech trees. “Old 
Roots” were also marked on the map.
As for the maple grove, in an area where sugar was a scarce 
commodity, maple sugar and honey were the usual sweeteners, and maple-sugaring time also gave the early settlers 
a chance to socialize. 

An Old Red Oak Tree in Squirrel Hill
Wayne Bossinger

Today, there are very few trees standing in Squirrel Hill that date back to the Colonial era. Most of the original primeval 
forest was cut by early European settlers to clear the land for farming. These early settlers also cut trees to provide 
wood for log cabins, barns, frame houses, firewood and planks to pave sidewalks and roads. 
Near the end of the 19th century, many of the remaining trees were cut as the area evolved from farmland into an 
urban residential neighborhood.  Subdivisions were laid out on paper with a goal of maximizing the number of lots 
and connecting them to the existing street network with little regard to preserving trees. Trees located in areas 
designated by the plan for streets, sidewalks and buildings needed to be removed. Typically, these areas approached 
50 percent of the total area.
The need to create a level ground surface in the neighborhood also led to the removal of trees.  Trees were cut when 
hills were excavated and ravines filled. Excavation around the root area would kill a tree, and piling dirt along the 
trunk area would lead to rot and eventually kill the tree.  Builders 
often used the ground excavated when digging the basement to 
create a level front yard rather than hauling it away.  It has been 
estimated that less than 20 percent of the current land surface 
matches the original topography. 
Over the years, many of the remaining large trees succumbed 
to disease, old age and harsh environmental conditions. The 
photograph of Saline Street near its intersection with Landview  
(right) shows how few trees remained in the area by 1913,

A Survivor  
One tree that dodged all of these bullets is a large red oak tree in 
Squirrel Hill South near the intersection of Landview Road and 
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House History Project: More About the Samuel S. Brown Mansion 
Helen Wilson

Editor’s Note: This article is an excerpt from the one I wrote for the Squirrel Hill Magazine 
in 2010. I thought it would be appropriate to reprint it here as a sequel to the history of 
the Jewish Home for the Aged, which had planned to relocate from the Hill District to the 
Frank house on Saline Street (see the July SHHS Newsletter), but when that plan fell through, 
bought the Brown mansion and estate on Browns Hill Road. 
The beginning of this article also ties in with Justin Greenawalt’s presentation about 
the Boulevard of the Allies, because he talks about the moving of the Woodwell Building 
Downtown (right). But wait—there’s more! The article mentions five more houses in Squirrel 
Hill that were also moved by the Eichleay Company.  

Weak Way. At over 100 feet in height and 52.3 inches in diameter and a wide spread of branches, it is an impressive 
sight.    
The tree’s location is a short distance from Saline Street, one of the oldest roads in the area. It was used by Native 
Americans and early European settlers as a shortcut around the wide curve of the Monongahela River so was settled 
fairly early.  
The tree’s survival had a lot to do with the ownership of the property.  The original 
115-acre parcel was sold to Robert Waugh of Bedford, Pa., who died before he 
could settle there. His heirs sold it to James Milligan, whose heirs sold it to James 
Sutch in 1828. By all accounts, both of these individuals lived further down the 
street near Monitor Street.
The area where the tree is located was conveyed to James’ son George who built 
a farmhouse facing Saline Street about 100 feet from the tree sometime prior to 
1850. It is likely that the tree was intentionally spared by the Sutch family due 
to its location near the house. In the days before air conditioning, trees provided 
cool shade as well as a resting place for livestock.    
As Squirrel Hill developed into a residential neighborhood. The tree was spared 
again by luck of location.  It was located on a 10-acre truck farm owned by 
Louis Nunnemacher, whose estate conveyed it to the Boulevard Land Company, 
a developer who designed a subdivision plan of lots called the “Viewland Plan”   
(right). Since the tree was near the edge of the tract, it ended up in a back yard 
and did not need to be cut to provide space for streets, sidewalks or structures.  

How Old is It?  
The obvious question is, “Just how old is this tree?” Estimating a tree’s age using noninvasive means is an art rather 
than a science.  Factors such as ground fertility, moisture, weather and shade from adjacent trees can impact growth 
rates.  
A tree’s species is another major factor.  For example, many of the London plane trees found along local streets are 
quite large but were only planted when streets were laid out between 1900 and 1920. By contrast, red oaks are a 
comparatively slow growing tree, although not as slow growing as white oaks.
That being said, a rough estimate of a tree’s age may be determined by using a formula developed by the International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA). The two variables are the tree’s diameter and its species. Applying the formula, the 
oak is about 209 years old, so it would have sprouted in about 1811. It should be noted that people familiar with the 
formula believe that it “significantly” underestimates the age of large trees.  

Champion Tree Program
The Pennsylvania Forestry Association has a program to document the largest trees in the state.  Its registry, called 
the Champion Trees of Pennsylvania, http://www.pabigtrees.com/,  lists trees by species and location.  The factors 
considered are the tree’s height, spread and trunk diameter.
We are in the process of collecting information for possible submission of the tree. Preliminary information suggests 
that it may be among the largest four red oak trees in Allegheny County. Currently, the tree appears healthy and 
hopefully will be around for the enjoyment of future generations.
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In 1921, the eight-story Joseph Woodwell Building in Downtown Pittsburgh was moving, sidewalk and all. The lights 
were on, water ran, elevators went up and down, telephones rang, and people went about their business—while the 
building was being moved inch by inch to its new foundation forty feet away. Second Avenue was being widened, and 
the Woodwell Building at the corner of Wood Street and Second Avenue (soon to be renamed the Boulevard of the 
Allies) was in the way. It had to be torn down—or moved. 

What does this have to do with Squirrel Hill?  Well, the John Eichleay Jr. Company, 
the engineering firm that moved the Woodwell Building, was moving buildings 
and other large structures all over the place in the early 1900s. Given the time 
and effort it took to build a large, solid building, it was less expensive and easier 
to move both it and everything in it than to tear it down.
The Eichleay Company moved hundreds 
of buildings in and around Pittsburgh, 
including five houses in Squirrel Hill. Two 
are still on Murray Avenue in the block 
between Hobart and Douglas streets. 
In 1927 they were moved up and back 
so storefronts could be added (left). 
The Framesmith and Games Unlimited 
now occupy the spaces. The location of the third house (above) has not been 
positively identified. It was possibly on Wendover Street. The fourth house is a 
private residence. Horses and steam engines did the pulling, and the buildings 
were moved on rollers. But the lifting was done by crews of brawny men, who 
raised and lowered the structures without hydraulic assistance.
Moving the fifth house—the Brown mansion—was one of the first (1903) and 

most difficult jobs the Eichleay Company undertook. The mansion was originally located near the bottom of Old 
Browns Hill Road on the Monongahela River, but the railway wanted to expand, and it wanted the land on which the 
mansion stood. Captain Samuel S. Brown had lived in and loved the house, even though by then he had given it to his 
nephew and his wife. Captain Brown hated to see it torn down, so he asked the Eichleay Company to move it up the 
bluff. The pictures of the cribbing used in raising the mansion show a remarkable feat of engineering. The house was 
moved 168 feet up the treacherous rock ledges and then back 500 feet from the edge. Nothing was damaged. Not 
even a pane of glass was broken. Unfortunately, in 1913 the house burned down, a loss estimated at $200,000—a 
huge sum for that time. Sam Brown’s nephew, James Ward, who was living in the house with his wife at the time, 
rebuilt the house to even grander proportions.
Although the estate passed into other hands in the course of time, it was always called the Brown Estate. The Jewish 
Home for the Aged purchased the estate in 1931, repurposed the mansion, and built a larger institutional facility next to 
it. The mansion lasted until the new Jewish Association on Aging campus was built in the 1990s.  

Downloaded on Jul 20, 2017https://archives.post-gazette.com/image/85877337
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) ·  Sun, Oct 1, 1916 ·  Page 50Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Copyright © 2017 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Clockwise from top left: Mansion by the riverbank pre- 
1903; Moved up the bluff, 1903; burned in 1913,’ rebuilt 
by James Ward; Jewish Home for the Aged in 1966.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/2020-newsletters/


7

August 2020

Brick Whimsy in Squirrel Hill
Tony Indovina

A Brief History of Brickmaking
For the beginning of brick history, look back at least 7,000 years. Brick was discovered in the ruins of an ancient 
settlement of southern Turkey near the city of Jericho. The Babylonians reputedly fired brick 5,000 years ago in the 
ancient area of Iraq between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The term brick referred to the small unit of building 
material made of fired clay that is mortared with a mix of cement, sand, and water. Brick use in America probably 
dates back to 1612 in Virginia. None of the colonies imported bricks because of the wealth of local clay. Philadelphia 
became the center of brick-making in Colonial America, holding that position for two hundred years until local clay 
deposits were depleted. Its legacy in brick-making exists today in the rich housing stock built during that era. In 
1683, William Penn described “divers brickeries going on.” “Brickmaking was a poor man’s game, as it required no 
capital to start with,” noted New York brickmaker James Wood in 1830. Beginning in early winter, clay was dug and 
exposed to weather to wash away salts. In spring it was tempered, molded, dried, and burned in a kiln. Crews of 
brickmakers typically produced 2,400 bricks daily. Little change occurred in brickmaking until the mid 19th century. 
Processes varied primarily in the amount of water mixed with the clay. The Stiff-Mud/Extruded method was used 
mostly for building brick, with just enough water added to the clay for a stiff paste to be extruded through a die. 
Refractory, or fire bricks, were used in stoves or ovens when resistance to high temperatures was needed. And the 
process for hand-made bricks was the soft-mud process, using more water to make a soft paste of clay pressed into 
molds and dried. All were made of clay dug from beneath bodies of water or a shore, and sand or shale. A major 
breakthrough in 1853 was the steam-powered drive shaft developed by Richard VerValen. By 1863, brick-making 
machines like one patented by Cyrus Chambers of Philadelphia “used stiff mud which was forced out in long ribbons 
on a conveyor belt, transferred to moulds and cut by a revolving cutter.” Before mid-1800, small batches of bricks 
were placed in open clamps on a fire. This changed after 1865 with the invention of the Hoffmann kiln in Germany. 
By century’s end, brick dryer plants were marketed internationally for small producers to increase daily capacity 
from 5,000 to 100,000 bricks. Vitrified bricks, fired at a higher temperature for more time, were harder and more 
impervious to water than building or sidewalk bricks. First used in Charleston, West Virginia, in 1870, they became 
the most common bricks for paving by 1900. Names and locations were stamped on the side facing down, often with 
bumps to grip the subsurface. Ohio had the greatest number of paving brick manufacturers, and today Columbus, 
Ohio, and St. Petersburg, Florida, have the most surviving brick streets. 
Though Philadelphia once led in manufacturing common bricks, Ohio led in overall production of clay products by 
1903. But around this time, at the beginning of the twentieth century, the brick industry went into decline for a 
number of reasons. By the end of the 19th century, road paving in America shifted away from brick and stone to 
asphalt and concrete. Clay deposits were depleted in some regions, but competition from other sectors was more the 
issue. Changes in architectural styles used lighter materials like glass, aluminum, and steel. Brick was also replaced 
in foundations and wall-backing. A concrete block could be used in place of twelve bricks. By 1933, the cost of bricks 
fell by more than half, and the market shifted entirely away from brick by World War II. Bricks could be imported 
more cheaply from Europe. 
American brickmaking today is a highly automated and mechanized branch of material science and engineering, with 
a wide variety of clay and ceramic products created for everyday and specialized use. Brick companies still existing 
from the 19th century have evolved with technology. They’re no longer a “poor man’s game.”
The Chemistry and Science of Brickmaking
Early brickmakers were very knowledgeable of the material going into making bricks and ways to manipulate it for a 
specific use, from building to paving to refractory use. For those wanting a more technical treatise on the chemistry 
and science of brickmaking, I strongly recommend a 150-page article published in England before the middle of 
the 19th century. It deals with various types of brick-earth, or clays, and their suitability for different brick-making 
application. Also explained is how different types of ingredients behave in the kiln and affect durability and strength 
for different uses. This can be viewed as a Project Gutenberg e-book by searching for “The Science of Brickmaking by 
George F. Harris, F.G.S. (London, 1897).”
Brick Whimsy in Squirrel Hill and Environs
Whimsy (noun): anything odd or fanciful; a product of playful or capricious fancy (a whimsy from an otherwise 
thoughtful writer).
Capricious (adjective): fanciful, playful, quirky.
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Nothing lasts like old, discarded bricks, and our woods and banks are filled 
with them. And nothing is quirkier than my penchant for picking up old 
bricks while wandering through these places (right). My favorite is the heavy 
paving brick. Only ones with names are collectible, except for one unmarked 
paver I salvaged from a vacated section of old Saline Street between Squirrel 
Hill and The Run. It was imbedded in the ground under the Murray Avenue 
Bridge, on land planned for a bikeway between Monitor Street and lower 
Forward Avenue. An unmarked brick that may have been part of old Saline 
St. is special to me. And I may have passed over other unmarked bricks made 
here in Squirrel Hill by the old Boulevard Brick Company between 1900 and 
1910 (See “The Boulevard Brick Company” by Wayne Bossinger, in the February 2017 SHHS Newsletter, available on 
the Members’ Page on the SHHS website). Pittsburgh is in the center of a region rich in making and using bricks. This 
brick plant was right in our neighborhood on land bounded by Shady, Douglas, Phillips and Frick Park. Yellow clay 
was so abundant in Squirrel Hill that it could be harvested for brickmaking as land 
was being cleared for house-building. If your house was constructed here during that 
period, you just might have some Boulevard Bricks. Each of my other found-bricks 
has a name and, if you ask, something to tell you about it.
Mayer (BRIDGEVILLE on Either Side)—Red, Paving Dimension
A Mayer brick is the first one I kept and is still my favorite. It can rightly be called the 
Pet Brick of Frick Park because of how many dominate the hollow above Nine Mile 
Run, where a scree of them were dumped down the hillside (right). The landslide 
caused by the dumping is approximately a 500-ft. area of park and city debris dumped 
dating from the park’s beginning, and falling about 200 feet from the Riverview Trail 
to a ravine below. The top of the original landslide is to the right of a flat paved area 
where the city stockpiles stone, mulch, and other groundskeeping materials. This 
area is past Country Club Hill and the turnoff to the off-leash dog walk area as you 
walk from Blue Slide Playground at the upper Beechwood entrance to Frick Park. 
Adventuresome people can find their way to the debris field by going through the 
woods where Riverview Trail goes steeply down the hill or from 
the network of trails up from Nine Mile Run, off the Irongate Trail. 
Hundreds of Mayer bricks are near the bottom of the landslide, on 
a line between two trails the cyclists call the Homeless Camp and 
Concrete Block Trails. Cyclists have incorporated Mayer bricks 
into their trail maintenance. There is no way to be sure about the 
source of any of this debris. Some of it likely came from within the 
park—from the old country club and the anti-aircraft battery (See 
“The Pittsburgh Country Club” by Wayne Bossinger in the August 
2017 SHHS Newsletter and “Locating a Former Cold War Pittsburgh 
Anti-Aircraft Defense Army Base” by Rich Narushoff in the October 
2017 newsletter). 
Other debris came from city projects over the years. Former Park 
Maintenance Manager Dick Wilford had been told the Mayer bricks 
came from Grant Street when “the Hump” was removed in 1912 
(center). Casper Peter Mayer founded his brick company in Bridgeville 
in 1903, so that’s possible. His bricks also paved streets in Panama. C.P. 
Mayer Brick Company was in an industrial park he owned, shared with 
a manufacturer who supplied gate parts and bolts to the Panama Canal.  
Mayer was a very enterprising individual. He was also a beloved early 
civic leader of Bridgeville who owned a coal mine and many businesses 
before brickmaking. Besides all that, C.P. is best known as a pioneer in 
early aviation. Mayer Field in Collier Township was the first commercial 
airfield in Western Pennsylvania, at which Mayer reportedly owned the 
first commercial aircraft in the United States (right). Another plane he owned was a sister ship of “The Pride of St. 
Louis” called “The Pride of Pittsburgh.” Think of all that when you heft a Mayer brick in Frick Park!
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Darlington—Yellow-Red, Standard Dimension Building Brick
A Darlington brick was found in the debris of the recently demolished Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United 
Methodist Church at 3424 Beechwood Boulevard, which stood next to Turner Cemetery. It is believed to have 
been used structurally, so it was not visible architecturally in the stone-faced church. These bricks came from the 
Darlington Brick and Mining Company, in the very small town of Darlington, Pa., Beaver County, “just five streets long 
and three streets wide.”  Mary S. Brown-Ames Church was built in 1908, and four years earlier, Darlington bricks 
were used to construct St. Mark’s Church in Evanston, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. This church, long since closed, 
used 200,000 of them as the dominant facing brick. Darlington Brick Company operated until the early seventies. 
It was one of over 100 brickyards in Beaver County, which sustained brickmaking later than many regions. In the 
mid-fifties, Beaver County ranked first in clay production in Pennsylvania. At one time, the county had nine working 
veins of clay, including one inclined seam extending five miles into Brighton Township. The wealth of raw material 
in Beaver County has been attributed to glacial activity, but I was told the pre-historic sea that existed in this region 
prior to the ice age had more to do with the rich beds of clay atop seams of shale, all under topsoil everywhere. This I 
learned from my good friend and cousin Joe Indovina, retired architect. As an added bit of serendipity, I also learned 
that the Darlington Brick Company was the primary supplier of house bricks for Joe’s father, owner of Indovina 
Construction Company. The senior Joseph Indovina built houses from these bricks in Highland Park, Stanton Heights 
and Baldwin Township up through the fifties and sixties.

More Bric-a-Brac, or Bricks ‘n At
Bessemer Youngstown O Block—Red Paving Dimension Brick
This one I found along Nine Mile Run under the bridge over Commercial Street. Bessemer 
Limestone Company was founded in 1885 and incorporated in West Virginia in 1888. From 
1901, the company drew upon a stratum of shale reputed to be of the highest quality for 
making paving bricks, and production increased over the decade to become the largest 
plant of its kind in the world. A special paving block plant featured a continuous kiln 
more than a mile in length, producing two and a half million bricks a month. Bessemer 
brick was reportedly used in the Gazette-Telegraph Building in Pittsburgh and for paving 
the first tunnels under the Hudson River in New York City.
Harbison Walker Pgh Pa—Red, Long Thin Building Brick
 This company, founded in Pittsburgh in 1865, was best known as a maker of refractory 
bricks for use in furnaces or ovens. But this brick is actually a Roman brick, a style of longer, thinner house brick 
inspired by Ancient Rome and popularized in certain styles of modern house-building. I received mine from the 
owner of a stockpile recycled from a house on a cul-de-sac bordering Frick Park. The former structure was built by 
immigrants on a small street that used to be entirely occupied by Italian-Americans, many of whom were related to 
each other. I would very much look forward to a House History story about the Rome-brick house that existed on the 
lot where the stockpile is and other houses in this little neighborhood.
Mack Manufg Co—Dull Yellow Paving Dimension Brick   
I picked up this paver on the access trail to the stone pier of the long-gone Low-Level Bridge, near Duck Hollow. “The 
Mack Manufacturing Company in its various plants has a daily capacity of 300,000 paving brick, made of shale and 
fire clay.”  Its operation was in the community of New Cumberland in Hancock County, West Virginia. This is the small 
“Panhandle” part of the state between Pennsylvania and Ohio, due west of Pittsburgh. A news report from 1894 said 
the company shipped 3,000,000 bricks to Louisiana on two steamboats.
Toronto—Yellow-Red Paving Dimension Brick
This brick came from around the large culvert to Nine Mile Run near Braddock Avenue and the Braddock Trail into 
Frick Park. At first I thought I had found a Canadian brick, but now I believe it came from a brickmaking plant in 
Toronto, Ohio, a city on the Ohio River in the Weirton-Steubenville metropolitan area. One of its plants produced 
40,000 bricks a day in 1900, supplying “Pittsburg” at that time with enough bricks for 15 miles of street and 25 miles 
of sewer work.
I find it more than a little humorous that when I search the names of any of my bricks, I often find an offer on eBay or 
similar source. My TORONTO paver came up as an “antique brick,” available for $14.95, after I would pay for shipping. 
I can be talked into giving away “seconds” of any of mine. Otherwise, they’re worth much more in the stories and the 
fun of finding them in my wanderings.
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What’s in a Picture? —The Frank House!
Helen Wilson

SHHS member Lauren Winkler has continued to research the 
Frank House after the article about it was published in the July 
SHHS Newsletter. She discovered a picture that showed the 
house in the background in 1913 (below).  But as we studied the 
picture, we noticed something odd about it.  The picture was 
taken from Lilac Street in Greenfield looking towards Squirrel 
Hill, but the church in the center of the picture, which still stands 
at 3503 Beechwood Boulevard, is to the right of Lilac, not to the 
left. Therefore, the picture had to be taken from above the place 
where Lilac curves at Wendover Street above the Greenfield Giant 
Eagle. To get the view shown in the picture, the photographer had 
to zoom in quite a bit. Another thing to notice in the picture is the low-lying area at the bottom right. Murray Avenue 
(thick horizontal white line in the center) and Beechwood Boulevard (smaller white line above Murray) were already 
in place before this section of Lilac was created and paved, probably because a ravine had to be filled in. 
It is impossible to get a then-and-now picture because of so many buildings and trees in the way today.
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