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About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed 
to gathering, preserving, 
and celebrating the 
historical memories of our 
neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society Inc., 
has been determined to be exempt 
from federal income tax under Internal 
Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3). All 
contributions to the SHHS, including 
dues, are deductible from federal taxes 
under Section 170 of the IRS Code.

Message from the Co-presidents
Dear SHHS Members,
Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the SHHS has cancelled its April and May 
programs. We’ll update our schedule in the next newsletter as we rearrange 
the order of programs. We’ll still have an excellent program selection when 
our regular meetings resume. We hope everyone stays healthy and avoids 
the virus.
Because we are now so restricted as to where we can go and what we can 
do, this SHHS Newsletter offers ideas of things to do to learn more about 
our neighborhood. Some places to go are listed in the article, “Discovering 
Squirrel Hill in Challenging Times,” starting on page 3. 
 While staying put, this is a good time to be a “History Detective” and visit 
the squirrelhillhistory.org website. It has videos of almost every one of our 
programs, listed by topic. The SHHS began to videotape some of its programs 
in 2006. Since about 2009, almost every program was recorded except for 
the rare times a speaker did not give permission. All previous SHHS meetings 
dating back to 2002 are also listed on the website.
The SHHS website offers more than just the videos. You can take a “walk” 
through Squirrel Hill’s history by browsing the Squirrel Hill News newspapers  
from 1935 to 1970 to see what the neighborhood was like “in the good old 
days.” The newspapers are searchable, so you can look for a particular topic 
by date or keyword.
The SHHS website also has a menu of other historical resources you can use to 
look for information about a topic you’d like to investigate. You may discover 
some interesting facts that could be reported as an article in our monthly 
SHHS newsletters. We welcome members’ contributions, either ideas for 
articles or the articles themselves. Email them to us at sqhillhist@shhsoc.
org. If you’re wondering where that odd-looking email address came from, 
it turns out that when we switched from Hotmail to Gmail, the part after the 
@ —shhs.org—was already taken by a Chinese company. Who knew?
Because our membership varies each year, with new members joining and a 
few not renewing, we have decided to change the password to the Members 
Page on our website annually. The 2020 password change took place at 
the beginning of March. By now you should have received an email with 
the new password. If you haven’t received it or have forgotten it, email us 
at  sqhillhist@shhsoc.org and it will be sent to you. The Members Page has 
archives of all the past SHHS Newsletters in searchable format.
 Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger, Co-Presidents

If you would like to submit an item of historical interest for publication, 
suggest a topic for a speech, ask a question, or give feedback, send an email to 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org,or write to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.
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All SHHS programs are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, unless otherwise 
noted.  More information about the SHHS speakers and topics can be found on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 

The April 14 and May 12 SHHS Programs have been cancelled due to 
COVID-19. They will be rescheduled later this year. 

You will be notified by email and newsletter if future programs are cancelled.

CANCELLED: Tuesday, April 14, 2020: “Homewood Cemetery and Smithfield East End Cemetery”
CANCELLED: Tuesday, May 12, 2020: “100 Things to Do in Pittsburgh Before You Die” 

Tuesday, June, 9, 2020:”Carrie Furnace”
Speaker TBA, This talk will be about the industrial history and future of Carrie Furnace.

Tuesday, July 14, 2020: “The Pittsburgh Pirates Go to the Movies”
Ron Backer is an attorney who is an avid fan of both movies and baseball. He has written five books on film, 
his most recent being Baseball Goes to the Movies, published in 2017 by Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. 
His talk explores films with scenes featuring the Pittsburgh Pirates. As part of the presentation, Ron will show 
short clips from eight movies. In addition to the discussion of the films themselves, the talk will use several of the 
films to highlight important events in local baseball history, including the struggles of the 1950s Pirates, Roberto 
Clemente’s 3000th hit, and Babe Ruth’s last great day in baseball, which occurred at Forbes Field in 1935.

August: Reverting to past practice, no program will be scheduled for August, unless we reschedule 
our April or May talk for that month. 

September 8, 2020: “Doors Open Pittsburgh”
Bonnie Baxter, Executive Director of Doors Open Pittsburgh, founded the nonprofit organization in 2016 because 
she felt that everyone should be able to see and experience the beauty in our city.  At the Doors Open two-day 
event in autumn, hundreds of volunteers come together to open dozens of buildings to hear the stories they tell 
us about our past, present, and future. 

Let us know if you have a topic or speaker to suggest. Contact the SHHS through its website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us 
at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

You can view the Library “Museum Boards” Oniine
Although at the present time you can’t view our display board at the Squirrel Hill 
Carnegie Library, which is temporary closed due to COVID-19, you can view it and 
every past library display on the SHHS website, sqhillhistory.org in the “SHHS Museum 
Board Exhibits” link. 
The current display, “What Makes Squirrel Hill Squirrel Hill?” is a redux of one of our 
first—way back in 2015. The display answers such questions as, What are the borders 
of Squirrel Hill? How many people live in Squirrel Hill? Does Zip Code 15217 mean you 
live in Squirrel Hill?  What is the highest point in Squirrel Hill? The lowest? And the 
most common—How did Squirrel Hill get its name? 

Editor’s Note: Your Newsletter—Your Link to the SHHS
Helen Wilson

No April Fool’s—this newsletter is late because, although I thought with everything shut down I’d have lots of 
time to work on it, life has instead become more complicated. Time seems to fly by. 
With the cancellation of the April and May SHHS programs due to COVID-19, the SHHS Newsletter is now your 
main link to the SHHS. In this issue, we are focusing on things you can do in the great outdoors of Squirrel Hill. 
Medical experts say to get out and enjoy the fresh air, and walks are still permitted in this time of “sheltering in 
place,” as long as you continue to practice social distancing. There is a lot to do outdoors in Squirrel Hill! 
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Discovering Squirrel Hill During Challenging Times 
Helen Wilson

In this issue we are focusing on things you can do outdoors in Squirrel Hill. Medical experts say to get out and 
enjoy the spring weather—with proper precautions, of course (see guidelines above). That means you can still 
walk, drive, and bike around the neighborhood. Here are some suggestions to help you add a historical element 
to your excursions.
• If you want an overall look at different parts of Squirrel Hill, go to 

the SHHS website, sqhillhistory.org, and click on the menu item, 
“Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill.” It was written as part of a joint 
project of the SHHS and the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation. Our neighborhood is incredibly varied, ranging 
from the vibrant business district to diverse residential areas 
to two of Pittsburgh’s finest parks. It rises from the banks of the 
Monongahela River to its highest point around Beth Shalom. 
The tour points out things to see along the route and provides 
historical information about them. It also offers side trips to 
other parts of Squirrel Hill.

• On March 10, I gave a SHHS presentation, “The Convoluted 
History of Squirrel Hill’s Roads.”  It is now online on our 
website. If you’d like to view it, click on the “Squirrel Hill Videos 
by Topic” link in the menu and learn how the road system of 
Squirrel Hill developed from its earliest trails to the 79.5 miles of roads Squirrel Hill has today. The video 
might inspire you to drive some of those roads, thinking about their history. The link also has videos of almost 
every program the SHHS has presented since 2009, and a few as early as 2006. Some of the other videos 
might entice you to go on treks that focus on specific topics, such as Jewish history, bridges, or city steps, not 
only in Squirrel Hill but also in other parts of the city.

First Things First: Take Proper Precautions When Walking Outside
Helen Wilson

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy put on its website, pittsburghparks.org/covid-19, the following guidelines for 
walking safely in the parks. The guidelines are appropriate for walking anywhere outdoors as the COVID-19 virus 
continues to make inroads in our lives. The PPC’s guidelines are presented here so you can act accordingly as you 
explore Squirrel Hill’s great outdoors. I would like to add a caution as you venture outside that: the mild winter 
didn’t kill off the ticks, and deer are everywhere, so be mindful that Lyme disease is also a threat to our health.
1. Do not use parks or trails if you are exhibiting symptoms.
2. Follow the CDC’s guidance on physical hygiene. Ensure that you are washing your hands before and after 

visiting parks and trails.
3. Be prepared for limited access to park facilities, including restrooms, during the pandemic.
4. Observe the CDC’s minimum recommended physical distancing of 6’ from other persons at all times.
5. Refrain from scheduling play dates. City playgrounds are currently closed.
6. Remember to avoid touching handrails and other items that you may encounter during your visit. 

A Note About Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety
Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes contains the laws which govern the operation of vehicles on 
Pennsylvania roads, mandating that bicyclists should warn pedestrians when overtaking them. Section 3508 (a). 
“Pedalcycles on Sidewalks and Pedalcycle Paths,”  states that “A person riding a pedalcycle upon a sidewalk 
or pedalcycle path used by pedestrians shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an 
audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.”
Despite the fact that the law grants protection to pedestrians, everyone is strongly encouraged to use the utmost 
caution when hiking on park trails. In the event that recreational cyclists overtake hikers on narrow trails at high 
speeds and without warning, hikers need to stay alert and leave room for cyclists to pass or avoid trails without 
clearance.
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• If you don’t want to take the time to view the hour-long videos, look at the “Squirrel Hill Museum Board 
Exhibits” on our website and choose a topic to explore, such as “Squirrel Hill Then and Now,” “Squirrel Hill’s 
Jewish History,” “The Bridges of Squirrel Hill,” and “Squirrel Hill Goes to the Movies.” Each display consists of nine 
to twelve frames that have short descriptions and photographs.

If you’d rather just get out quickly instead of sitting at your computer, choose a 
location and go there, keeping in mind that historical background is helpful in 
understanding what you are seeing. The complete SHHS Newsletter archives are on 
the members’ page of the SHHS website and are searchable by keyword. You will 
need your member’s password to access them. Last year’s password has now been 
changed and the new 2020 password sent to you. If you haven’t received it, please 
email the SHHS at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.
Here are some locations that you might like to explore:
• Squirrel Hill’s only Designated City Historic District, Murray Hill Avenue, 

was one of the very first streets in the neighborhood to be developed, due to 
its proximity to Fifth Avenue. It has a variety of types of domestic architecture 
from the first quarter of the 1900s. Dan Holland has written a detailed booklet 
about the avenue’s history and architecture, which includes Queen Anne, Tudor, 
Neocolonial, and Second Empire. The booklet is available online. In the search 
box, type “History of Murray Hill Avenue – youngpreservationists.org.

• The ways (alleys) of Squirrel Hill have sometimes surprising brick patterns 
and interesting buildings. Walking the ways gives you a completely different 
view of the neighborhood. By the way, they’re called “ways” instead of “alleys” 
because the City thought “alley” had a unsavory connotation and enacted an 
ordinance in 1914 changing the terminology (right).

• The trails of Frick and Schenley Parks are now beginning to show the green 
freshness and first flowers of spring. Frick Park has 16 trails for a total of 16.8 
miles. It is rated #11 out of the 608 local parks in Pennsylvania. Schenley Park 
has nine trails, 7.7 miles, and is rated #15, You can stroll just for enjoyment, 
of course, but you can also make your walk a learning experience. Past SHHS 
newsletters contain extensive articles about the history of Frick Park. Another 
by Tony Indovina appears in this newsletter. While hiking in the park, listen for 
bird calls. You can hear and maybe see pileated woodpeckers, downy-headed 
woodpeckers, grackles, robins, Carolina wrens, song sparrows, red-winged 
blackbirds, great horned owls, and many other kinds of birds. And this is a good time to look at the shapes of the 
trees. Both Frick and Schenley Parks contain a wide variety. Can you find the chestnut trees?

• Trees are also on view at The Homewood Cemetery, which is an official arboretum. In addition, the cemetery 
features statues, monuments, and mausoleums of every architectural style. Go to thehomewoodcemetery.org and 
click on the “about” link to access information about the cemetery’s history, art & nature, and arboretum. 

• The Duck Hollow Trail was originally part of Second Avenue from Downtown to Edgewood. It begins at the 
bottom of Old Browns Hill Road at the end of the wharf and goes all the way to the Glenwood Bridge. You can 
park on the wharf. Along the way you’ll pass under the soaring Homestead Grays Bridge and look across the 
Monongahela River to Homestead. Unfortunately, farther down, part of the trail has been washed away by what 
appears to be a storm sewer break and is barely passable. Beyond that, however, is one of the most interesting 
things to see—the remains of a conveyer belt system where coal was unloaded from the bottom of train cars and 
transported through a tunnel under the trail on a conveyor belt to a dock on the river side, where it was loaded 
onto barges.

Take advantage of this enforced lull to learn more about the history of Squirrel Hill by driving, walking, and biking its 
roads and trails. It’s healthy for both mind and body! 

The
Murray Hill Avenue

Historic District

The
Murray Hill Avenue

Historic District

Rus in Urbe—
“A bit of  country in the city”

Have you noticed how much quieter it is without traffic noises? Bird songs, rainfall, the rustling of the wind—and train whistles! From 
where I live, I can hear the frequent whistles at The Waterfront crossing in Homestead. I never knew there was a pattern to the signals 
until I looked it up and found that the signal a train uses when approaching a crossing is two long, one short, one long. Listen for it! 
There’s a lot of variety in the pattern and sound individual trains make.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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A Walk in the Woods of Frick Park 
Tony Indovina

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy encourages us to use park settings here in the city as a healthy way to deal with 
the stress with which we are all trying to cope. Though park facilities are closed, the woodlands are still open as a 
healthy outlet for both body and spirit. Here in Squirrel Hill, the “crown jewel” of City parks, Frick, is right outside 
our doors. As a lifetime wanderer of Frick’s Woods, my walking sticks have been put to good use these past weeks, 
revisiting the hollows and ravine trails I most enjoy. And you, too, can explore the park’s 16 main trails—16.8 miles 
of them. While enjoying the flora and fauna, take in some park history. To truly appreciate this very special place, go 
to the SHHS website, sqhillhistory.org, click on the “Members Page” link, type in your password, click on “Newsletter 
Archives,” and re-read the articles about Frick Park from the past few years, starting with my article, “Frick Park 
History” (May 2019). 
If you don’t have a good park map, consider going online 
to google the “Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy Map of 
Frick Park.” The map is normally available at the Frick 
Environmental Center, but it is currently closed. Part of 
the map is reproduced to the right. The map will provide 
general guidance (as will my directions below), but for 
more detailed mapping and distances, google one of the 
interactive maps at “Trail Pittsburgh Frick Park” or “All 
Trails Frick Park.” Besides traditional park trails, these 
websites contain dozens of others developed by off-road 
biking associations in recent years in collaboration with 
park administrators.* 
Maps are helpful but not essential. It mainly means the 
difference between a walk planned for an hour and one 
that could turn into two or three, as I discovered in my 
childhood wanderings (“Nostalgic Remembrances,” July 
2019). Remember that in general, everything into the park is downhill and back out is uphill. 
Below is a list of the four main entrances to the park, with recommendations for trail walks and some history. I will 
rate the walks by difficulty level, but do your best to estimate what distance you want to hike. Recommendations are 
listed for areas reached by each of the four main entrances of the park, with some history about each. I also noted a 
few side-door trips into the park. 
*CAUTION: I am personally drawn to the network of small wooded trails in the ravines and slopes that are mostly 
used by off-road bicyclists for high-adventure use. While these trails have many rewards, they are also potentially 
very dangerous for hikers, who may not see or hear bicyclists approaching fast without warning, particularly on 
steep hills in very narrow areas. The trails might have identifying signs, but not everywhere, which is a potential 
problem. None of the trails below fall into this category, but be cautious when you leave a main trail to go into the 
park’s wooded areas. Although bicyclists are permitted on all trails in the park, there is more concern for “sharing 
the trail” on narrow trails with names like “Dog Poop Trail,” specially created for off-road bike use.
Upper Beechwood Boulevard Entrance: Blue Slide Park and Riverview Hill
As you enter the park on Beechwood Boulevard at the Blue Slide Playground entrance, experience an easy stroll on 
the main asphalt trail beyond the playground. This is the Riverview Trail. It is pure history! I recommend you read 
my article, “Discerning History on Riverview Hill” (July 2019), as a guide for what you’ll see on this gentle walk on 
the old Pittsburgh Country Club property with its nine-hole golf course.
As you pass the playground on your right, the grassy bowl of “sled-ride hill” is on your left. Look closely down this 
hill, near the woods, and you can clearly discern the putting green of what was the Number Four hole of the old golf 
course, the “Fearsome Fourth,” a 400 yd. fairway through the woods. 
Continue along this asphalt trail away from Beechwood. The first junction in the trail is where a smaller trail branches 
to the right, toward the back of the ballfield and scoreboard. At this junction is a group of three millstones of the ten 
scattered throughout the park (look for a future article on “Touchstones to the Past” about the millstones) and two 
memorial stones—one for Kenneth Kingsford, an instrumental early park manager, and the other for Barbara Balbot, 
a dedicated park naturalist. Barbara contributed to the park in many ways, including the Nature Preserve Trail in the 
Clayton Hill area. She will be the subject of a future article. 
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Leaving this group of stones, continue a short distance on the main asphalt trail and you’ll notice a park exercise 
station to the left of the trail, an inclined board called the “bench” exercise. There you’ll see a sign for a cycling 
trail called the Bench Trail that begins here and goes into the woods from the main asphalt trail. Walk a very short 
distance into the woods on the Bench Trail and you will find yourself at a crossroads of small dirt trails. At this 
crossroads, you are standing in the middle of what was the narrow fairway, through the woods, of the “Fearsome 
Fourth.” Return to the main asphalt trail and continue away from Beechwood. At the next junction with the main 
trail, you will come to where the Riverview Trail goes into the woods to the left and also goes straight ahead, the 
beginning and end of what is called the Riverview Trail Loop. There is a Riverview Trail sign here that points in both 
directions.
At this junction, you will have traveled almost exactly 400 yards from where you looked down at the old putting 
green on sled-ride hill across from the playground. From this junction of the Riverview Trails, walk a very short 
distance onto the gravel trail that goes into the woods on the left and look for a very large old oak tree. This tree was 
probably standing just to the left of the tee-off, when golfers teed off on the “Fearsome Fourth.”
Park history can be discerned on all sides of this junction of the Riverview Trail. As you stand on the main asphalt 
trail facing the rolling grassy slope all along that trail, you are looking at a grove of old-growth trees that were 
decoratively arranged along the edge of the compact nine-hole golf course, perhaps in the early 1900s. Fairways 
were tightly arranged up and down the length of this wide and long grassy slope. Walk just through this grove of 
trees to see a landform on the lawn that evidently was a tee-off of one of these fairways.
 Lastly here is “Country Club Hill,” rising above the junction 
of Riverview Trail that goes into the woods on the gravel trail 
and the main asphalt trail of Riverview. Climb the hilltop 
above the fork in these trails (a moderate climb) to find the 
base of an old flagpole that stood in front of the country club 
building. You can also sit on a park bench set on stones that 
were part of the driveway around the clubhouse (right). 

Hiking the Riverview Trail Loop
The walk along the Riverview Trail, on the main asphalt trail from Beechwood and around the Riverview Loop 
Trail, is all gentle. The “Loop” walk starts and ends at the junction of the main asphalt trail and gravel-surfaced trail 
into the woods, before you pass Country Club Hill. Walking to the left at this junction on the gravel-surfaced trail 
takes you through the woods to the Off-Leash Dog area, where you turn right and come back further down on the 
main asphalt trail. Turning right again, at this location, brings you back to the beginning of the “Loop” heading back 
toward Beechwood.

More Rigorous Hikes 
Turning left rather than right at the Off-Leash Dog area takes you down a steep hill on the Riverview Extension Trail, 
from where you can navigate to Clayton Hill and the Frick Environmental Center or to the Fern Hollow Trail and Fern 
Hollow, much longer, more demanding hikes. In this area by the Off-Leash Dog area, consider discovering some park 
history along an old bridle trail used during the park’s country club days by taking a shorter, moderately difficult 
hike off the Riverview Extension Trail. You can find directions in the article, “Discerning History on Riverview Hill” 
(July 2019).  
Also, you can continue bearing right on the main asphalt trail, traveling the “Loop” in the opposite direction past 
Country Club Hill, you can continue bearing right to where it passes a park maintenance stockpile area and view 
the historic “Landslide” on the slope to your left, where the earth settled from years of dumping debris—buildings 
that were demolished in the course of the park’s history, the country club buildings, and the anti-aircraft battery, for 
example. Past the landslide, the path becomes the Lower Riverview Trail, descending steeply toward a network of 
other trails leading to the Fire Lane Trail at Nine Mile Run (a very strenuous return trip).

Some Other Trails to Enjoy for Body and Spirit
Here is a sampling of other leisurely hikes from the other three major gateways to Frick Park. History is around 
every corner throughout the park, and I have attempted to highlight some of these areas.

Gatehouse Entrance at Reynolds Street and Homewood Avenue and the Frick Museum
The Homewood and Tranquil Trails are both accessed through John Russell Pope’s historic gatehouse at the 
Reynolds Street and Homewood Avenue entrance across the street from The Frick Museum. The hikes are moderate, 
descending into the Fern Hollow and Falls Ravine areas under the Forbes Avenue Bridge and back.
Before descending into the park on one of these trails, take in some history in the level area along the end of Reynolds 
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Street beyond the museum. Near the historic bowling green, you can visit a stone patio (believed to be an old water 
fountain) containing five millstones embedded in the ground. These millstones, and five others scattered throughout 
the park, are all from old gristmills in Nine Mile Run.

Lower Beechwood Boulevard Entrance: Frick Environmental Center and Clayton Hill
The largest and perhaps grandest examples of Pope’s historic gatehouses (See “In Search of Variegated Neshaminy” 
November 2019) lead into what many consider to be the main entrance to Frick Park. Walking past the Frick 
Environmental Center takes you to the recently reconstructed fountain and several trail options.
Behind the reconstructed fountain to the left is the Clayton Hill Trail, a short, moderately difficult hike uphill through 
a grassy meadow to the area once called “Gunn’s Hill” (June 2019), the beginning of Frick’s Woods. At the top of 
the hill, you will find ruins of an old park pond and fountain that had been designed to complement the one below. 
Somewhere on this hill, described in an old park report as “facing Wilkinsburg,” is the possible site of the last Indian 
massacre of a pioneer family, happening before Frick’s Woods was purchased from the Wilkins family.
If you don’t go up the hill, go to the right past the restored fountain to Frick Woods Nature Reserve. It is a gentle 
handicap-accessible asphalt trail and boardwalk looking back on the Environmental Center and the area below it, 
beautifully planted with wildflowers. This was the vision of Park Naturalist Barbara Balbot. 
Beyond the Nature Reserve, the trail to the right of the fountain is called the South Clayton Trail or Loop. You can take 
a moderate hike along the trail to the left, which runs above the hollow to another one of Pope’s historic gatehouses 
at the end of the Fern Hollow Bridge and then back up above Forbes Avenue on the North Clayton Trail, completing 
the Loop back to the Frick Environmental Center. Or, if you go down the South Clayton Trail past the Nature Reserve 
and bear right, you can plan much longer but moderate hikes down into Fern Hollow by way of the Falls Ravine Trail. 
Or, instead of going down the Falls Ravine Trail, bear further right to take a very strenuous hike uphill to the top of 
Riverview Hill and the Blue Slide Playground. 

Playground and Ballfield at Forbes and Braddock Avenues 
You can park anywhere along Braddock Avenue to find trails behind the large recreation area, but perhaps the most 
convenient access is from the parking lot beside the maintenance building and historic clay tennis courts. There you 
will see a Braddock Trail sign. This is an easy-to-moderate, although somewhat long walk that parallels Braddock 
Avenue, mainly above the ravine, as it gently descends to where Nine Mile Run comes out of the ground into the park 
at the large culvert. At the bottom of Braddock Trail, you are on the old historic extension of the original Braddock 
Plank Road and a park road that was once a main route to Fort Duquesne. 
By parking in the lot beside the tennis courts, you also have the opportunity to take a boardwalk-steps walk down the 
Biddle Trail, beginning on the Braddock Trail here, descending steeply into Fern Hollow where it joins the Tranquil 
Trail. It is obviously a somewhat strenuous walk back up the steps.
You can also drive into Fern Hollow from Regent Square. At the Hutchinson Street traffic light on South Braddock 
Avenue, turn towards the park to Lancaster Street, turn right and follow the road into the park to a  parking area near 
the soccer field and Nine Mile Run Trail.

Other Areas and Access Points
The history to explore along the length of Nine Mile Run in the park is boundless, and I recommend doing some 
research before walking the creek’s banks. Search our Members page for the many articles written in SHHS 
newsletters about Nine Mile Run. Caution: the creek, although picturesque, is still heavily polluted. Don’t wade in it 
or let your dog swim in it. 
There are several ways to approach Nine Mile Run valley, all gentle hikes. In Regent Square, you can park on the brick 
road with the trolley tracks still in place near “where the Foodland used to be,” just before the Parkway entrance 
ramp on South Braddock Avenue. Three other entrances, with parking lots, are in Nine Mile Valley on Commercial 
Street—one on the boardwalk across the street from the Irish Centre, one on Fire Lane Trail, and the other on the 
opposite side of Commercial Street farther up towards Swisshelm Park. You can also start at the other end of Nine 
Mile Run Trail at its mouth at the Monongahela River. Drive down Old Browns Hill Road, park on the wharf, then walk 
back up the road under the railroad trestle to find the trail entrance by the edge of the towering slag dump. 
One of my personal favorite “back doors” to the park is English Lane, behind the Blue Slide Playground. You can park 
at the maintenance lot on English Lane or just beyond. Walk away from Beechwood Boulevard on the grassy trail a 
short distance to “Jay’s Short Cut Trail,” a gentle, short wooded walk to the main Riverview Trail.
For the very adventuresome and fit: Small narrow biking trails like the Iron Bridge Trail lead downhill to the right 
of Jay’s Short Cut Trail, down steeply through the ravine to the Fire Lane Trail along Nine Mile Run. Enjoy, but use 
caution!
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The SHHS Street Names Project 
Helen Wilson

The SHHS Program I gave on March 10, “The Convoluted History of Squirrel Hill’s Roads,” grew out the SHHS 
Street Names Project, which the SHHS has been working on for a number of years. Our goal is to find the source 
of the names of all of Squirrel Hill’s more than 200 streets, avenues, ways, and other roads, plus those of the 
trails of Frick and Schenley Parks. We have been compiling raw data from various sources in a loose-leaf binder. 
At some point in the future we’ll assemble the information into a book—when we find the time. 
Meanwhile,  we keep discovering interesting things about the streets, and we invite you to join us in our research.  
If you know the origin of your street’s name, let us know at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org. If you’re interested in 
researching a street’s name, go to the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org, and click on the menu item “Links 
for Historical Research” to find websites that will help you in your search. You can also search the Squirrel Hill 
News newspapers on the SHHS website for information.
Here are two interesting items relating to the history 
of the roads in Squirrel Hill and the surrounding areas. 
Below left is an excerpt from the article, “Records Don’t 
Suit,” in the Pittsburgh Commercial Gazette, April 1900. 
Note that in 1900, the 14th Ward was the 22nd Ward, 
and the 15th Ward was the 23rd Ward. Wouldn’t it be 
fun to research some of those street names?
Below right is a poem about Shady Avenue from Early 
Land Marks and Old Names in Pittsburgh, Annie Clark 
Miller, DAR, 1923. 

WHEN SHADY AVENUE WAS SHADY LANE 
“When Shady Avenue was Shady Lane, 
     Before the city fathers changed the name,
And cows stood switching flies beneath the trees, 
     And old-time gardens hummed with dusty bees, 
And white ducks paddled in the summer rain; 
     Then everybody drove to church, 
And Shady Avenue was Shady Lane. 
     We lived on Arabella Street, that too 
Is changed—Kentucky Avenue—
     And where the tollgate stood beside the spring, 
The phlox and hollyhocks 
     Once flourished by the box 
Where the gatekeeper sat with key and ring. 
     A wiser looking man there never was, 
In contemplative mood he smoked and spat, 
     There by the gate he sat. 
In an old dog-eared hat
     And listened to the yellow jackets buzz.

All this is gone—
     Gone glimmering down the ways 
Of old, loved things of our lost yesterdays,
     After the little tollgate by the spring. 
And the gatekeeper odd
      Rests in the quiet sod, Safe in the arms of God 
Where thrushes sing.
     Even the spring has gone, for long ago 
They walled that in, 
     And its dark waters flow 
     A sunless way along; 
And no one stops to wonder where they go, 
     For no one hears their song. 
Only a few old hearts
     Of these much changed parts, 
Whose time will soon run out on all the clocks, 
     Catching the scent of clover, 
Live all the old days over
     When Shady Avenue was Shady Lane.”
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