
Newsletter March 2020

IN CASE OF PROGRAM CANCELLATION DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER: 
Program cancellation will be announced on KDKA, and we will send an email to 
those on our mailing list. Please check for cancellation the day of  the program.

About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed 
to gathering, preserving, 
and celebrating the 
historical memories of our 
neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society Inc., 
has been determined to be exempt 
from federal income tax under Internal 
Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3). All 
contributions to the SHHS, including 
dues, are deductible from federal taxes 
under Section 170 of the IRS Code.

Message from the Co-presidents
Dear SHHS Members,
Thanks to the work of our many officers and volunteers, the coming year 
looks to be a very active and interesting one. Speakers have been booked  for 
our programs through September, and we are planning several walking tours 
in the coming months. 
Our 2020 membership drive ends this month, so if you have not yet 
renewed, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Our renewal rate 
is currently at about 70 percent, and our goal is to match or exceed the 90 
percent we achieved last year! We are a 501[c]3 nonprofit organization, so 
dues and donations are tax-deductible. 
The March newsletter will be the last sent to those who have not renewed. 
Of course you can renew anytime during the year, but renewing now will 
guarantee receiving all our newsletters this year. In March, members will 
receive a new password via email to allow continued access to the Members 
Page of our website, which allows access to all our past newsletters. 
We have finished updating our membership list, and hopefully the errors 
and omissions made during our transition period have been corrected. If you 
have renewed and do not receive the April newsletter, please let us know so 
we can update your information. We apologize for any inconvenience.
If a meeting needs to be cancelled due to inclement weather or some other 
situation, an email will be sent to members and those on our extended 
mailing list by late afternoon the day of the meeting. The cancellation will 
also be announced on KDKA. 
The Holocaust Center of Pittsburgh has opened a new exhibit detailing the 
history of Jewish migration to Pittsburgh. The center is located in the Squirrel 
Hill Plaza at the corner of Greenfield Avenue and Hazelwood Avenue and is 
open to visitors Monday and Wednesday from 10:00–4:30 and Friday from 
10:00–2:00.
The March 10 program will be “The Convoluted History of Squirrel Hill’s 
Roads,” presented by SHHS’s own Co-Vice President Helen Wilson. She will 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR SHHS MEMBERSHIP!
Thank you to all our members who have renewed! The SHHS membership 
year runs from January 1 to December 31, with a grace period until March. 
If you haven’t renewed, this could be your last issue. We hope you enjoy the 
historical articles and other information in it and decide to renew. See page 8 
of this newsletter for a renewal form. 
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All SHHS programs are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, unless otherwise 
noted.  More information about the SHHS speakers and topics can be found on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 

SHHS March Program
Tuesday, March 10, 2020: “The Convoluted History of Squirrel Hill’s Roads”
Helen Wilson, SHHS Vice-President, has dug up some interesting facts and figures about many of Squirrel Hill’s 
roads, looking at when and why they were constructed and how they evolved into what they are now. She will 
look at history, topography, and geography to place the roads in context.

Upcoming SHHS Programs
Tuesday, April 14, 2020: “Homewood Cemetery and Smithfield East End Cemetery”
Jennie Benford, Director of Programming at The Homewood Cemetery Historical Fund, has spent almost 
two decades as an archivist, historian, and docent leading people through the most fascinating details of The 
Homewood Cemetery’s occupants and their current repositories. 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020: “100 Things to Do in Pittsburgh Before You Die”
Rossilynne Skena Culgan is the author of 100 Things to Do in Pittsburgh Before You Die, a book that promises to 
become your local “bucket list” and to provide new ideas for your next visitors. Culgan is Food and Culture Editor 
for The Incline (TheIncline.com), a Pittsburgh news website. 

Tuesday, June, 9, 2020:”Carrie Furnace”
Speaker TBA, This talk will be about the industrial history and future of Carrie Furnace.

Tuesday, July 14, 2020: “The Pittsburgh Pirates Go to the Movies”
Ron Backer is an attorney who is an avid fan of both movies and baseball. He has written five books on film, 
his most recent being Baseball Goes to the Movies, published in 2017 by Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. 
His talk explores films with scenes featuring the Pittsburgh Pirates. As part of the presentation, Ron will show 
short clips from eight movies. In addition to the discussion of the films themselves, the talk will use several of the 
films to highlight important events in local baseball history, including the struggles of the 1950s Pirates, Roberto 
Clemente’s 3000th hit, and Babe Ruth’s last great day in baseball, which occurred at Forbes Field in 1935.

August: Reverting to past practice, no program will be scheduled for August. 
September 8, 2020: “Doors Open Pittsburgh”
Bonnie Baxter, Executive Director of Doors Open Pittsburgh, founded the nonprofit organization in 2016 because 
she felt that everyone should be able to see and experience the beauty in our city.  At the Doors Open two-day 
event in autumn, hundreds of volunteers come together to open dozens of buildings to hear the stories they tell 
us about our past, present, and future. 
Let us know if you have a topic or speaker to suggest. Contact the SHHS through its website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us 
at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

See the Display at the Squirrel Hill Carnegie Library
The new display is a redux of one of our first—way back in 2015—to appear on the 
SHHS’s display board at the Squirrel Hill branch of Carnegie Library. The display 
answers such questions as, What are the borders of Squirrel Hill? How many people 
live in Squirrel Hill? Does Zip Code 15217 mean you live in Squirrel Hill?  What is the 
highest point in Squirrel Hill? The lowest? And the most common—How did Squirrel 
Hill get its name? Come to the library and find out!

take a look at how and why Squirrel Hill’s roads were created. It is quite an interesting story, with some roads so 
old they may have started out as Indian trails and some as new as yesterday.
In closing, we would like to thank all members and others who have helped make the SHHS a success. We look 
forward to delivering quality programs, newsletters, and activities throughout the year. We encourage you to 
submit your own stories or pass along ideas for stories you would be like to hear.
 Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger, Co-Presidents
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Editor’s Note: Transition Time
Helen Wilson

The month of March is the end of the SHHS’s membership drive, but it’s never 
too late to join or renew. You’ll enjoy reading our wide-ranging research reports 
in our newsletters in the coming months, so keep the newsletters coming by 
renewing  your membership soon if you haven’t already.
For more than a year now we’ve featured signs relating to the shooting at 

Tree of Life on the front page of our newsletters. 
The SHHS Board members have decided to end 
that practice, but we will never forget the terrible 
event that generated these signs and others around 
the neighborhood. We will continue to bring you 
information about occurrences relating to Tree of 
Life, including the very important project described 
by Audrey Glickman in her article below. 

The Kindness of Strangers ... and an Attempt to Get to Know Them
Tree of Life Seeks Information About Objects Left at the Memorial

Audrey Glickman

Tree of Life Congregation is seeking the back stories of objects left at the makeshift sidewalk memorial following 
the October 27, 2018, shooting. Many of the items were left anonymously along the sidewalk at Wilkins and 
Shady Avenues. They have served their purposes of sympathy, unity, solidarity, love, and peace. The members of 
the three affected  congregations remain deeply appreciative of the public support that produced the makeshift 
memorial, and Tree of Life is working with a researcher to preserve these precious mementos and—to the extent 
folks will provide—their stories.
While the messages behind some offerings were obvious, others sparked intrigue because their intent is less 
clear. In all cases, the researchers are interested in knowing why donors chose the items they did; what messages 
they intended and for whom (victims’ families? survivors? visitors to the memorial?); why they were motivated 
to contribute such tangible items; and how doing so made them feel. 
Among the items about which little is known are a marathon medal, high-top sneakers, Wallenberg leaves, a 
guitar, camp chairs, sports items, signs, notes, stuffed animals, and a nurse’s cross that was hand-delivered on 
the November day the memorial was dismantled. This archival project is also looking to identify the violinist and 
church choir who performed briefly on the sidewalk sometime during the two and a half weeks after the shooting.

We Squirrel Hill Historical Society members join the congregation of Tree of Life in their ongoing pride for 
our neighbors’ immediate, compassionate response and support for the members of the congregations (Tree of 
Life, Dor Hadash and New Light).  As the eyes of the world were upon Squirrel Hill, we showed our true nature.  
Scholars and students will study the particulars of this terrible anti-Semitic assault for decades to come. This 
project aims to make sure the caring response of the community is fully documented for their review and intends 
to ensure that the stories are accurately recorded and preserved. With respondents’ permission, some of these 
stories may be referenced or recounted in published works 
about the memorial.

If you left something at the memorial, played an 
instrument or sang nearby, please share your story with 
the good folks of Tree of Life, so history records the full 
story. To share the story of an object left among the flowers, 
please go to www.treeoflifepgh.org/stories. The historians 
recognize that having contributed to the memorial may 
have been a personal and deeply emotional experience. If 
you are uncomfortable sharing your story, we respect that 
position and appreciate your gesture of a gift, no less if it 
remains anonymous. 
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Bringing Pizza to Squirrel Hill
Tony Indovina

Much of the fame and popularity of pizza in Squirrel Hill began, and still exists, with two shops on the same block 
of lower Murray Avenue whose origins are very much intertwined. First came Mineo’s, and as most Squirrel Hill 
pizza lovers know, because of Mineo’s came Aiello’s. I was not able to determine if pizza was even sold in Squirrel 
Hill before Mineo’s opened in 1958, but I have it on good authority that it was not. The remarkable story begins 
with two young friends from Bagheria, Sicily, who emigrated to the U.S. in the early ‘50s. They were Giovanni 
“John” Mineo and Eduardo “Eddie” Balestrino. The tale becomes even more remarkable with the later arrival 
of a third man from Bagheria—Giuseppe “Joe” Aiello, a younger cousin who came to work alongside his older 
mentors in pizza-making and went on to establish his own tradition in Squirrel Hill pizza. Much of what follows 
in this article includes personal reflections by children of the founders of Mineo’s and Aiello’s Pizza, in person 
and through quotes in articles referenced below. Special thanks go to two children of Mineo’s Pizza’s longtime 
partners, Eddie’s son Vince and John’s son Dominic, who provided ongoing assistance with the details that follow.
The most comprehensive article quoted is entitled “A Slice of Life,” written by Dan Geigler of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette on October 1, 2018, for the 60th anniversary of Mineo’s Pizza.
The small town of Bagheria is on the northern coast of Sicily, about a thirteen-minute train ride and 10 kilometers 
from Palermo’s city center. Though the town’s tourism website today lists its population at 53,240, those who 
visit it report that it feels like a much more populated and congested part of Metropolitan Palermo. Bagheria 
gently rises about 76 meters above sea level and faces Mount Catafano, among green extents of citrus fruit, 
medlar and olive trees. Medlar are small trees with attractive, fragrant flowers and decorative edible fruit. Those 
of Bagheria are probably of the ancient Turkish variety. Bagheria has been a bustling trade center since its origins 
in the second half of the 17th century, when the residence of the ruling family 
in the House of Borghese was built and surrounding lands were cultivated. The 
town is still renowned for its 18th century palaces and sumptuous villas (one 
pictured to the right). The men who first opened Mineo’s had jobs in Bagheria. 
John was a baker, and Eddie worked in and marketed lemons in his father’s 
lemon groves. And while the town of their birth had many alluring qualities, 
their opportunities must have been much more limited in post-World War II 
Italy than in the United States with its booming postwar economy. 
As charming and intriguing as a tale Shakespeare could have penned, these men from Bagheria realized their 
American dream by working hard to achieve the unlikely goal of succeeding to establish a pizza shop in a 
predominantly Jewish community. Eddie’s son Vince described both his father and John as being quiet, gentle 
men by nature, a key to their philosophy of how to succeed at their business in Squirrel Hill: “If you can treat 
people in the Jewish community with kindness and respect, and give them a good product, you’ll succeed.” John’s 
son John (Giovanni) Jr., who now co-owns and runs Mineo’s with his brother Dominic, was quoted in the Post-
Gazette article as saying, “My father respected the area and the people ... He would close the shop for an entire 
week for Passover and on the High Holidays. He would have rabbis come in and thank him—they weren’t ordering 
anything because they were kosher but they’d say thank you. They also thought our dad was crazy—an Italian 
guy opening a pizzeria in a Jewish area and offering free cuts with pepperoni and sausage on them. They’d say 
‘but we don’t eat pork— what are you doing?’ But he respected them and they respected him.”
The choice of shop location came from John. He first lived on Dawson Street in Oakland as a young emigre and took 
the streetcar through Squirrel Hill to Homestead, where he worked on the railroad. At that time, Eddie resided in 
and owned a grocery store on Butler Street in Lawrenceville. John admired the heavily Jewish neighborhood he 
passed through every day and was undoubtedly impressed with the vitality of business life there. After he lost 
his job in Homestead, he approached Eddie with a potential business opportunity. A friend from Bagheria who 
owned a pizza shop in Chicago offered to teach them the trade. And this is where old memories of the beginning of 
Mineo’s Pizza diverge a bit. Two of Eddie and John’s close friends and contemporaries shared their recollections 
while this article was being finalized. The first of these, Tony Machi, showed up at Mineo’s on “National Pizza 
Day” (February 9) and related to Dominic that Eddie was working for a produce house in the Strip District at 
the time John opened the store by himself. Vince turned to his Uncle Vito Alioto to confirm his memories, that 
Eddie was still running his grocery store in Lawrenceville when the pizza shop opened, and it was sometime 
later that he joined his friend John in their business. He later sold his grocery store to Tony Machi. Eddie’s son 
Vince remembers that his father may have continued running his grocery store for a while after starting to work 
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in the pizza business, just in case things didn’t work out. Vince also related that, early on, his father could not 
find sufficient work to support his young family and returned to Bagheria for a while because his father needed 
help on the lemon farm. Dominic Mineo has clarified what everyone agrees on, that it was John who first went to 
Chicago to learn the business, found a rental space at 2130 Murray Avenue and opened the shop by himself on 
September 13, 1958. Also, that it was maybe six months later when he convinced his friend Eddie to become a 
partner in the business, to work with him in the shop because John’s wife was pregnant with their first child and 
could no longer help. And so the partnership that lasted many years began. At the beginning, pizza was sold for 
ten cents a slice.
As Mineo’s menu expanded over the years, so did the store’s space. “Not until the ‘70s did he (and Eddie) move 
next door to their current location at 2128 Murray Avenue and John’s teenage sons Dominic and Giovanni Jr. 
(‘John’) began working with their father” (from Mineo’s Family History, shop website). John’s sons were drafted 
into working at age 13, and Eddie’s son Vince remembers starting to work there earlier than them in 1965, 
followed by his younger brothers Joe and Ed. “We didn’t know there were child labor laws,” he joked during my 
conversation with him. I remarked about reading in the Post-Gazette article that the name “Mineo” is “pronounced 
mah-NAY-oh in Sicily but generally pronounced MIN-ee-oh here.” He laughed again as he related that “we used 
the Sicilian pronunciation of the name to answer the phone, and workers were so often corrected by customers 
saying they were calling MIN-ee-ohs that after a while we just gave up.” People in Squirrel Hill and everywhere 
then were familiar with the young movie star Sal Mineo (MIN-ee-oh). 
Besides the owners’ children, there were many 
workers over the years who contributed to the success 
of Mineo’s Pizza, including beloved longtime employee 
Pete Cefalu, shown along with partners Eddie and John 
in a painting hanging in the store today. One worker 
was to play a major part in the story of pizza in Squirrel 
Hill, completing our tale that started in Sicily. This 
was Joe Aiello, a younger cousin of Eddie Balestrino, 
who was sponsored to emigrate from Bagheria, Sicily, 
to Pittsburgh, where he started working at Mineo’s 
Pizza in 1967. For the record, Joe Aiello was related to 
Eddie Balestrino through the Toia Family that adopted 
him in Sicilia, and Eddie only assumed his birth name 
of Balestrino when he entered the military and was 
naturalized, but that is another story.  
During the first several years after he came to America, Joe lived with the Balestrino family. After “a falling out 
occurred” some years later, he opened his own establishment on the same block of Murray Avenue in 1978, 
“creating a neighborhood rivalry that simmers to this day” (according to the 2008 Post-Gazette article). According 
to Eddie’s son Vince, who was Joe Aiello’s third cousin (and Joe’s Best Man before he left Mineo’s), “things were 
bad for maybe six months,” as could be expected from everything surrounding Joe’s departure. Gradually, the 
hard feelings went away and things got to how they are today —two businesses on the same block that have very 
healthy competition, each with its own niche of pizza popularity. The long-time partnership in Mineo’s Pizza 

between Eddie and John was amicably dissolved 
some years after Joe left their business, when 
Eddie took ownership of a store in West View 
that he and John had started. Sole ownership 
of the business in Squirrel Hill has since been 
in the hands of the Mineo family. In an article 
entitled “A Tale of Two Pizza Shops,” Michael 
Aiello, one of Joe’s sons who grew up working 
in his father’s shop and managed it for a while, 
is quoted as saying, “our fathers were caught up 
in what happened in the past, but since they’re 
both gone, we kids just do what we do. It’s a 
healthy competition.” Aiello’s Pizza is currently 

being managed by Joe’s daughter Cathy.

Left to right: Pete Cefalu, Eddie Balestrino, John Mineo 

Expanded storefronts of Mineo’s Pizza, with original storefront on the left. Aiello’s 
Pizza (far right) also recently expanded.
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Both families take pride in their shops and their products, 
to which many who are drawn to the quality of pizza in 
Squirrel Hill will attest. And these two stores have spurred 
a legacy of pizza shops throughout the area owned and run 
by the original partners of Mineo’s Pizza and children of 
Joe Aiello. Mike Aiello was also quoted as saying, “we use 
the best quality ingredients to stay at a consistent level.” 
And the sons of John pride themselves on what has made 
the original Mineo’s Pizza so popular over the years: “He 
taught us everything about this business,” John Mineo Jr. 
said. “The dough making. The sauce making. The grating 
of the cheese. We do it all from scratch, daily.” Each shop 
in Squirrel Hill now has generations of patrons who grew 
up loyal to one or the other. Many who have left the area 
return to their favorite pizza shop when they can. And as 

many new Pittsburghers are drawn to the reputation of the pizzas of Squirrel Hill, they will inevitably favor one 
or the other shop founded by three young men from Bagheria.

References:
“A Slice of Life,” Dan Geigler, Pittsburgh Post Gazette, October 1, 2018.
“A Tale of Two Pizza Shops: Aiello’s and Mineo’s.” Off the Bluff, Duquesne University Media Department. 
Contact with Cathy Aiello.  
Mineo’s Pizza Website, 2020.
Ongoing assistance in editing with Vince Balestrino and Dominic Mineo. 
Personal interview with Vincent “Vince” Balestrino, M.D., January 20, 2020.

Among the many photographs and memorabilia hanging on the 
walls of Mineo’s is this menu from way back then,.

PHLF “Engineering Pittsburgh” Lecture Series 
Helen Wilson

The book Engineering Pittsburgh—A History of Roads, Rails, Canals, Bridges 
and More was the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Pittsburgh 
Section’s contribution to ASCE’s centennial celebration in 2018. Now ASCE’s 
Pittsburgh Section has partnered with Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation (PHLF) to bring you a monthly lecture series telling the story of 
how civil engineers transformed the natural environment of Pittsburgh into 
the developed and livable city we know and love. 
Two hundred years ago, there were no engineering degrees in the United States 
of America; 150 years ago, there were no engineering schools in Western Penn-
sylvania; 100 years ago, Pittsburgh-area civil engineers were just forming their 
first local professional societies. However, 50 years ago civil engineers were 
designing much of the civil engineering infrastructure that Pittsburgh still 
uses. Today, the ASCE Pittsburgh Section is one of the top professional societ-
ies in the nation, winning four national commendations in the past six years. 
The lecture series will feature speakers who wrote different chapters in the 
book. The introductory presentation was on February 18. The lecture on 
March 17 will feature Gregory Scott talking about “Pennsylvania’s Borders: How They Got that Way.” Subsequent 
lectures will be about Pittsburgh’s canals, railroads, highways, bridges (by SHHS member Todd Wilson), public 
transportation, airports, drinking water, wastewater, flood control, and other engineering topics. 
The series will be held from 6-8 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month at PHLF’s Landmarks Preservation 
Resource Center, 744 Rebecca Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. The presentations are free for PHLF and 
ASCE members. All others, $15. 

Late Breaking News: The Lunar New Year Parade that was postponed has been 
rescheduled for Sunday, March 1, at 12:30. The parade route will be along Murray 
Avenue. Come join the fun and festivities!
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The Underground Railroad in Squirrel Hill
Helen Wilson

February is Black History Month, and the recent movie Harriet, 
about Harriet Tubman, has sparked new interest in the Underground 
Railroad. In his book Underground Railroad in Pennsylvania, 
William J. Switala writes that Pittsburgh had a number of features 
that caused it to have a strategic position for the Underground 
Railroad through Western Pennsylvania. The city’s location at the 
Point, where three major rivers came together, and its extensive 
network of roads and railroads leading in and out of the city made 
it “a natural junction for fugitives trying to escape bondage.” In 
addition, the city’s large size and the large part of the population 
who were anti-slavery were also factors in the development of the 
escape network.
Charles McCollester writes in his book The Point of Pittsburgh that 
a number of abolitionist groups, with both black and white leaders 
and members, were formed in and around the city to fight slavery. By 
1850 the black population in the city was 3,431, the fourth largest 
group after native-born whites and Irish and German immigrants, 
making up 2.5 percent of the city’s population. Most lived in Hayti 
in the lower Hill and Arthurville in the upper Hill.
In 1850 the Fugitive Slave Act was passed, which declared that all 
runaway slaves had to be returned to their masters. This law had 
the effect in Pittsburgh and other places in the North of increasing 

efforts to aid escaping slaves, making 
the Underground Railroad grow 
larger and more organized. Just a 
week after the passage of the Fugitive 
Slave Act, hundreds of escaped slaves 
who were living in Pittsburgh began 
to flee to Canada. Even free blacks 
were worried about their safety and 
freedom after the law was passed, 
and some left for Canada as well.
During the years leading up to the Civil War, one stop on the Underground Railroad 
in Pittsburgh was in Squirrel Hill—the Murdoch family’s home near the corner of 
Murdoch Street and Darlington Road, now demolished.
For more about the Murdoch family, see Wayne Bossinger’s article in the September 2017 SHHS 
Newsletter, available on the Members Page of the SHHS website..

This Website is Flush with Possibilities
Helen Wilson

The SHHS has been in the process of finding a speaker to talk about the creation of Alcosan. We think we’ve found 
one for autumn 2020, and when details are finalized, we’ll let you know. In the meantime, to—ahem—research 
the subject on your own, Brian O’Neill’s Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article of January 12, 2020, “Any flush means a 
wild ride through Pittsburgh,” will be instructive. O’Neill tells readers about an interactive website that provides 
a map showing the path the contents of your toilet take to get to Alcosan after you flush. The web address is long 
and complicated, so just google “Flush It Interactive Tracing Tool 3 Rivers Wet Weather” and you’ll find it. 
Try out the website! I was surprised that from my home in Squirrel Hill South, the contents of my toilet traveled 
down Beechwood Boulevard to lower Greenfield, crossed the Monongahela River, went along the South Side 
riverbank, recrossed the river again, went under Downtown and then across the Allegheny River, and then 
followed the riverbank down the Ohio to Alcosan. Fascinating. 

The Murdoch house is station 11 on this map from 
Switala’s book.
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SHHS MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Squirrel Hill Historical Society membership year runs from January 1 to December 31. Dues can be 
paid at SHHS programs, by mail to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217, or by credit card or through 
PayPal on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click on the link HOW TO JOIN/DONATE in the menu 
at the top of the page. 
The monthly SHHS newsletters are sent only to members. If you provide your email address on this form, 
we will send the newsletters via email, which saves the SHHS copying and postage costs. If you do not 
provide your email or you let us know you would prefer a hard copy, we will mail the newsletters to you. 
Past newsletters are archived on the password-protected ”Members Page” on the SHHS website. The 
password will be emailed to new members. If you are already a member but have forgotten the password, 
email the SHHS at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org and you will be sent the password. Put “Requesting Members 
Page Access” in the memo line. The password will be changed annually.
IMPORTANT: We email newsletters to the email addresses provided on the membership forms. 
If two or more members live at the same address and would each like to receive the newsletter, 
please include all email addresses on the membership form. 

Annual Dues: $15 individual / $25 couple                              Date:  ______________________________

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone No.:  _________________________________________________________________________
Email address(es)  Please print clearly):  ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Check one:     Renewal  _____    New Member  _____ 

Additional donation  ________________________    Total enclosed:  ____________________________ 

If sending this form by mail, make check payable to SHHS and mail to:
 SHHS
 PO Box 8157
 Pittsburgh, PA. 15217

For more information or questions, contact us at our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

The SHHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations, including dues, are tax deductible for fed-
eral income taxes.
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