
Newsletter February 2020

IN CASE OF PROGRAM CANCELLATION DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER: 
Program cancellation will be announced on KDKA, and we will send an email to 
those on our mailing list. Please check for cancellation the day of  the program.

About SHHS
The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society (SHHS) is a member-
ship organization established 
in 2000. It is committed 
to gathering, preserving, 
and celebrating the 
historical memories of our 
neighborhood.

The SHHS sponsors a monthly 
lecture series on topics of 
interest primarily focused 
on Squirrel Hill institutions, 
with occasional talks about 
more general history.

Meetings are free and open to 
everyone. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of 
the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes 
Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217. 

How to contact the SHHS:
P.O. Box 8157

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Website: 
squirrelhillhistory.org

 Email:
sqhillhist@shhsoc  

If you would like to view past 
programs, go to squirrelhillhistory.
org and click on the link “Squirrel 
Hill Program Videos by Topic.”

The SHHS Newsletters are sent 
only to SHHS members. Past 
issues are posted on the password-
protected Members link on the 
SHHS website. If you need the 
password, email the SHHS and 
request that it be sent to you.

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society Inc., 
has been determined to be exempt 
from federal income tax under Internal 
Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3). All 
contributions to the SHHS, including 
dues, are deductible from federal taxes 
under Section 170 of the IRS Code.

Message from the Co-presidents
Dear SHHS Members,
We hope that all of you enjoyed the 
holidays, and we want to wish everyone a 
very happy 2020! This promises to be an 
exciting year, as we continue to schedule 
interesting speakers and are planning 
several walking tours in the area. 
If you have not visited our website, 
squirrelhillhistory.org recently, we encourage you to do so. We have made a 
number of improvements and have added many new features. 
Our 2020 SHHS membership drive continues, and we encourage those of 
you who have not yet renewed to do so at your earliest convenience. Dues 
and donations are vital to the operation of the SHHS and are used pay for 
meeting hall rent, liability insurance, printing costs and other expenses.  
Since we are now a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, dues and donations 
are tax-deductible. Renewal is a simple process and may be done using a 
credit card on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or by mailing the 
renewal form on page 8. You can also renew at our programs. Dues are a 
reasonable $15 for individuals and $25 per couple.
Remember that only members receive our monthly eight-page SHHS 
Newsletter, filled with informative articles about Squirrel Hill’s history, 
information on upcoming programs, and information about other local 
historical programs and events.
Our email address has been changed to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org, so be sure to 
use the new address if you wish in contact the SHHS organization with any 
comments or suggestions, which are always welcome.
Our program on Tuesday, February 11, will be presented by Elisabeth 
Roark, Professor of Art History, Chatham University, and is titled “The Art of 
Collecting of Pittsburgh’s Gilded-Age Titans.” It will focus on the collecting 
philosophies and early purchases of the Carnegie, Frick and Mellon families. 
 We want to thank you for your continuing support of the SHHS.
 Jim Hammond and Wayne Bossinger, Co-Presidents

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR SHHS MEMBERSHIP!
The SHHS membership year runs from January 1 to December 
31, so it’s time to renew! Thank you to those who have already 
renewed. See page 8 of this newsletter for a renewal form.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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All SHHS programs are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Church of the Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, unless otherwise 
noted.  More information about the SHHS speakers and topics can be found on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 

SHHS February Program
Tuesday, February 11, 2020: “The Art Collecting of Pittsburgh’s Gilded-Age Titans” 
Dr. Elisabeth Roark, Professor of Art History at Chatham University, will examine the collecting practices of 
Pittsburgh’s industrial age’s “Big Three”—Carnegie, Frick, and Mellon—and the impact those practices had on the 
city (and beyond). Focusing primarily on their desire to advance Pittsburgh’s cultural profile, Dr. Roark explores 
their collecting philosophies and early purchases, the formation and character of their collections, and the art 
institutions they founded. She provides a broader insight into Pittsburgh’s art taste and period art installations.

Upcoming SHHS Programs
Tuesday, March 10, 2020: “The Convoluted History of Squirrel Hill’s Roads”
Helen Wilson, SHHS Vice-President, has dug up some interesting facts and figures about many of Squirrel Hill’s 
roads, looking at when and why they were constructed and how they evolved into what they are now. She will 
look at history, topography, and geography to place the roads in context.

Tuesday, April 14, 2020: “Homewood Cemetery and Smithfield East End Cemetery”
Jennie Benford, Director of Programming at The Homewood Cemetery Historical Fund, has spent almost 
two decades as an archivist, historian, and docent leading people through the most fascinating details of The 
Homewood Cemetery’s occupants and their current repositories. 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020: “100 Things to Do in Pittsburgh Before You Die”
Rossilynne Skena Culgan is the author of 100 Things to Do in Pittsburgh Before You Die, a book that promises to 
become your local “bucket list” and to provide new ideas for your next visitors. Culgan is Food and Culture Editor 
for The Incline (TheIncline.com), a Pittsburgh news website. 

Tuesday, June, 9, 2020:”Carrie Furnace”
Speaker TBA, This talk will be about the industrial history and future of Carrie Furnace.

Tuesday, July 14, 2020: “The Pittsburgh Pirates Go to the Movies”
Ron Backer is an attorney who is an avid fan of both movies and baseball. He has written five books on film, 
his most recent being Baseball Goes to the Movies, published in 2017 by Applause Theatre & Cinema Books. 
His talk explores films with scenes featuring the Pittsburgh Pirates. As part of the presentation, Ron will show 
short clips from eight movies. In addition to the discussion of the films themselves, the talk will use several of the 
films to highlight important events in local baseball history, including the struggles of the 1950s Pirates, Roberto 
Clemente’s 3000th hit, and Babe Ruth’s last great day in baseball, which occurred at Forbes Field in 1935.

August: Reverting to past practice, no program will be scheduled for August. 
September 8, 2020: “Doors Open Pittsburgh”
Bonnie Baxter, Executive Director of Doors Open Pittsburgh, founded the nonprofit organization in 2016 because 
she felt that everyone should be able to see and experience the beauty in our city.  At the Doors Open two-day 
event in autumn, hundreds of volunteers come together to open dozens of buildings to hear the stories they tell 
us about our past, present, and future. 

Let us know if you have a topic or speaker to suggest. Contact the SHHS through its website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us 
at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

See the New Display at the Squirrel Hill Carnegie Library
The new display is a redux of one of our first—way back in 2015—to appear on 
the SHHS’s display board at the Squirrel Hill branch of Carnegie Library. The display 
answers such questions as, What are the borders of Squirrel Hill? How many people 
live in Squirrel Hill? Does Zip Code 15217 mean you live in Squirrel Hill?  What is the 
highest point in Squirrel Hill? The lowest? And the most common—How did Squirrel 
Hill get its name? Come to the library and find out!

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Editor’s Note: The SHHS Newsletters
Helen Wilson

First of all, thank you to all who have renewed their SHHS memberships. If you haven’t, as you decide whether to 
renew, I would like to write a few words about the SHHS Newsletters. While our monthly programs are free and 
open to everyone and anyone can attend our history walks, the newsletters go out only to members. 
We began to publish the newsletters monthly in 2011 and have been doing so ever since. They quickly went from  
two to eight pages. We created them because we found that as we researched Squirrel Hill’s amazing history, we 
were accumulating a lot of information but had little opportunity to disseminate it. 
Co-president Wayne Bossinger and I are the chief researchers. In addition, other SHHS officers and board 
members, other SHHS members, and outside researchers have contributed articles to the newsletter. Anyone can 
submit an article. They can be emailed to the SHHS at squirrelhillhistory.org. 
For the purposes of this piece, I decided to review the articles we published over the years and pick out some 
so you can see the variety of topics we’ve covered. Below are just a few of them. Topics include various areas of 
Squirrel Hill’s history, Jewish history, churches, parks, wars, geology, geography, trolleys, crime, notable people, 
roads, bridges, and unusual events such as circuses, cyclones and goldfish. 
All of the newsletters are archived on the password-protected Members Page on the SHHS website. Just type 
in your password and click on the link to the articles. You can also search by keywords. If you have forgotten 
your password, email the SHHS and put “Request Member Access” in the message line. To protect privacy, the 
password will be changed each year. Our anticipated date for the 2020 change is sometime in March. The new 
password will be emailed to members who have given us their email addresses.
We hope you choose to renew your SHHS membership if you haven’t done so already. The grace period for 
receiving the newsletter without renewing ends in March. Read the titles of the articles below to help you decide! 
“Pittsburgh Jews, Squirrel Hill, and the Tree of Life”
“Tree of Life Or L’Simcha, Dor Hadash and New Light”
“Reflections a Year after the Tree of Life Shooting”
“The History of St. Philomena’s Parish”
“The Deconstruction of Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church”
“A Frick Park ‘Mystery’ Solved? Maybe!” (about the anti-aircraft battery in Frick Park)
“Assorted Thieves and Villains of the East End”
“Carnegie Hero Fund Awardee John Minadeo”
“Cyclone Sweeps Squirrel Hill in 1923”
“First Trolley Routes of Squirrel Hill” 
“Fort Black and the Fortifications on Squirrel Hill” (One of fourteen articles about the Civil War) 
“Frick Park History” (One of thirteen articles about Frick Park)
“Goldfish in Squirrel Hill” 
“Lucy Rodgers—An African American in Squirrel Hill in the 1800s”
“Organized Crime in Squirrel Hill”
“Pittsburgh and the Invention of Time Zones” 
“Salt Production in Squirrel Hill”
“Squirrel Hill Shanty Town in Nine Mile Run Valley”
“Tales of Squirrel Hill—The Haunted House”
“The American Legion Post 577 and Adeles Dress Shop”
“The Circus Comes to Browns Hill Road and a Tragedy Results”
“The Famous Plane Crash in the Monongahela River”
“The Hobart Street Coal Mine Fire” 
“The Murdoch Family”
“The Pittsburgh Public Schools and the Influenza Epidemic of 1918”
“The Steamboat Industry and Squirrel Hill”
“The Vietnam War in Squirrel Hill” 
“USS Pittsburgh Prow Ornament Finds a New Home”
“War Memorials and Monuments in Squirrel Hill”
“What’s in a Name?” (About Colonel James Burd and Summerset) 
“‘Wrong Way’ Corrigan Finds His Way to Squirrel Hill”

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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Lunar New Year’s Celebration in Squirrel Hill
Helen Wilson

The focus of Pittsburgh’s fifth annual Lunar New Year Celebration is Squirrel 
Hill and is sponsored this year by St. Edmund’s Academy, the Organization 
of Chinese Americans (OCA), and the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC). 
The celebration lasts 15 days, beginning on January 25 at St. Edmund’s 
Academy with an afternoon of live music, martial arts, dance, food, cultural 
performances, crafts, and family-friendly activities. That same day, OCA Lion 
dance teams greeted the New Year on Forbes and Murray at designated shops 
and restaurants. 
Festivities will continue throughout the 15-day period. A traditional 12-course 
New Year’s banquet on Saturday, February 8, at 5 p.m. at the Pittsburgh 
Children’s Museum, 10 Children’s Way, North Side is sold out. 
The festival will end with a parade on Murray Avenue on Sunday, February 9,  
at 12:30 p.m. The Grand Marshal will be Kannu Sahni, former commissioner of 
the Pennsylvania Governor’s Advisory Commission on Asian Pacific American 
Affairs. Ms Teen Pennsylvania 2019, Kiera Lin, a former OCA-Pittsburgh youth 
member, will be in the parade.
Squirrel Hill is constantly reinventing itself, with new groups  of people adding to the rich diversity of the 
neighborhood. The early settlers were mostly Scots-Irish, English, and German. Jews moved here beginning in 
the late 1800s and continued to come from various countries throughout the 1900s. Each group left its mark 
on Squirrel Hill and has contributed to its vibrant livability. Lately, an Asian presence has been developing. The 
2010 census puts Squirrel Hill’s Asian population at 11 percent, a number that has increased since then. The 
SHUC website puts the Asian population of Squirrel Hill North at 17 percent, compared to Pittsburgh’s overall 5 
percent. The increasing Asian presence makes Squirrel Hill the logical place to hold the city’s Lunar New Year’s 
Celebration. 
But what exactly is the Lunar New Year? As in several other cultures, such as Jewish, the year is aligned with the 
cycles of the moon rather than the sun. Wikipedia states that “The first day of Chinese New Year begins on the 
new moon that appears between 21 January and 20 February ... The Chinese calendar defines the lunar month 
with the winter solstice as the 11th month, which means that the Chinese New Year usually falls on the second 
new moon after the winter solstice (rarely the third if an intercalary month intervenes).” That extra intercalary 
month is necessary because the solar year is about 365.25 days long, while a lunar cycle is only about  29.53 days 
long.   To realign the lunar and solar years, a 13th month is added every three years. 
So what lunar year is it? Wikipedia says, “The Chinese calendar traditionally does not use continuously numbered 
years, but outside China, its years are sometimes numbered from the purported reign of the mythical Yellow 
Emperor in the 3rd millennium BC. But at least three different years numbered 1 are now used by various 
scholars, making 2020 the “Chinese year” 4722, 4718, or 4657.” More important than the year is the animal that 
represents it in a 12-year cycle; 2020 is the Year of the Rat, the first of the animals in the Chinese zodiac. 
Customs and myths are part of the festival. Wikipedia says that “Chinese New Year’s Day is frequently regarded 
as an occasion for Chinese families to gather for the annual reunion dinner. It is also traditional for every family 
to thoroughly clean their house, in order to sweep away any ill-fortune and to make way for incoming good 
luck. Another custom is the decoration of windows and doors with red papercuts and couplets. Popular themes 
include good fortune or happiness, wealth, and longevity. Other activities include lighting firecrackers and giving 
money in red paper envelopes.” 
Special foods are an integral part of the festivities. In a City Paper interview, Marian Lien, president of the 
Organization for Chinese Americans Pittsburgh, says, “Everything eaten during the holiday is symbolic, and often 
the symbolism lies with a food’s phonetic sound ... For example, dumplings are by no means a special-occasion 
food, but the name, jiǎo zi, sounds similar to the word for connection. Eating the dumplings symbolized depositing 
wealth--the more you eat, the greater the wealth for the new year!”  
Lien goes on to say that whole fish, another common New Year’s dish, is significant for two reasons. Phonetically, 
the name refers to the concept of having more than enough. And cooking the fish whole carries the meaning that 
harmony is found in completeness. Serving the fish whole symbolizes togetherness. 
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As to noodles, long noodles are said to bless eaters with long life. “We would never dream of cutting a noodle,” 
explains Lien. As for pork, “The Chinese character for “family” is the character for “pig” written under the radical 
for “roof.” Historically, sacrificial pigs were featured in all forms of commemoration—including weddings, 
funerals, and festivals, all happy times!”  
Sweet treats “wish you a sweet new year.” The word for pineapple sounds similar to “plentiful,” so pineapple 
cakes are popular as a piece of “sweetened luck.” Pineapple is a very popular southern Chinese fruit for Lunar 
New Year because in the local dialect, pineapple is “ong-lai,” which means “fortune cones.” Lien notes that “All 
of these dishes come to play in one of the most observed rituals of Lunar New Year, a New Year’s Eve feast, or 
‘reunion dinner.’ Family members travel long distances to return home for the feast which marks the start of new 
year celebrations.”

Longevity in Squirrel Hill
Helen Wilson

The Sunday, January 12, 2020, issue of Parade magazine featured a picture 
of Pittsburgh on its front cover, with the caption “Live Here and Live to 100!” 
We’ve always known Pittsburgh was photogenic, and here it was on the cover, 
even though it was the last of the seven cities to be featured in the magazine. 
In case you’re wondering, the others were Southern California Beach Cities; 
Breckenridge, Colorado; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Naples, Florida; Portland, 
Maine;  and Charleston, South Carolina. Good company, indeed!
Pittsburgh got the nod because “health care is its major economic driver. ... Add 
culture and top-notch education at all levels, downtown parks and trails.” It also 
has an “‘Age-Friendly Pittsburgh Action Plan’ focusing on tech, transportation 
and creative ideas for volunteering.” The article notes that Pittsburgh is the 
third “most livable city” in the United States, after Honolulu and Atlanta.
As for Squirrel Hill, the article says, “In a University of California, Irvine, study of 

the habits of people over 90, talking to neighbors ranked high. Community engagement is rich in [Pittsburgh’s] 
distinct and tight-knit neighborhoods, more than 90 of them. In the Squirrel Hill area, longevity is a long 86. 

The Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation Newsletter Has Notes  
About Two Squirrel Hill Churches 

Helen Wilson

The February 2020 issue of the PHLF News has news about two Squirrel Hill churches.
The good news is that in December 2019, three altar windows were re-installed in the Church of the Redeemer, 
where the SHHS holds its programs. The windows were beautifully restored by Kelly Art Glass. The windows in 
the church were originally made between 1939 and 1962 by Howard Gilman Wilbert of Pittsburgh Stained Glass 
Studio. The restoration was made possibly through a matching grant from PHLF.
The bad news is that work on demolishing Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United 
Methodist Church, 3424 Beechwood Boulevard, is in progress. The congregation felt it 
could not come up with the estimated $2.6 million needed to stabilize the edifice, so it made 
the wrenching decision to tear down the imposing 1908 building and erect a smaller, more 
efficient one in its place. The  architect of the massive stone-faced brick church was George 
Orth. The stained glass transept windows have been sold to other churches, and the pews 
and other parts of the church are being recycled by Construction Junction (right).

How to Write a Family History Your Grandkids Will Actually Read
SHHS member and author Anita Kulina teaches an unconventional class on writing your family history at her 
home in Squirrel Hill. The class is open to writers and non-writers, and memoir writers, too. In this class, students  
learn to identify the stories that give a family its roots and deeper meaning.  The next six-week session will begin 
on Saturday, February 22, from 10 a.m. to noon. For more information, go to http://www.brandtstreetpress.com/
familyhistoryclass.html.

Click here to return to 2020 Newsletters
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No Laughing Matter—The Criminal Career of Louis Henry Ross
Michael and Susan Zimecki

He was one of Pittsburgh’s most notorious criminals. His birth name was Louis 
Henry Ross, but in the Roaring Twenties he was known as the “Laughing Eel,” 
a moniker derived from the maniacal laugh he displayed during robberies 
and his slipperiness in eluding capture. Days into the new decade, the Eel 
embarked on a crime spree, sticking up downtown jewelry stores and raising 
the ire of Police Commissioner William Kane, who ordered his men to bring 
the bandit in either dead or alive. The threat, emblazoned across the front 
pages of the city’s newspapers, hardly deterred the 21-year-old Ross, who 
continued to ply his trade as a criminal, using skills he had developed since 
he was in his teens. (He had once served time in a reformatory following his 
arrest for a jewelry store robbery in 1917.) For six weeks in early 1920, the 
laughing criminal was all the rage, holding up jewelry stores, smoke shops, 
and even a haberdashery with reckless abandon.
In mid February 1920, investigators finally got a break when the Eel struck 
too close to home and a jewelry store customer recognized the stickup man 
as his neighbor. Pittsburgh police circulated a wanted poster that had Louis 
Ross’ name and picture on it, but the Eel slipped through the tightening dragnet 
and went on the lam. He continued to elude arrest until he took his act on the road and was apprehended in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, following another stickup and a shoot-out with police there.
Ross was incarcerated at the Minnesota state prison at Stillwater before being returned to Pittsburgh in May 
1921 to face punishment for the crimes he committed here. He was sentenced to serve 6 to 10 years at the 
Western State Penitentiary. While in prison, he suffered a nervous breakdown and was remanded to the Farview 
State Hospital for the Criminally Insane in Wayne County, near Scranton, on the other side of the state.
Established in 1912, Farview was Pennsylvania’s first and only institution for the criminally insane and the state’s 
equivalent to the French penal colony at Devil’s Island, a place where mentally ill inmates languished and were 
forgotten. Nestled on a plateau in the Moosic Mountains, the institution commanded a sweeping view of the 
remote countryside that surrounded it.  For Louis Henry Ross, Farview was his purgatory, if not his hell: unable to 
prove that he was able to return to prison to finish out his sentence, he would remain confined there for a period 
far longer than the jail term he had been given.
Finally, on November 13, 1954, after a confinement of more than 30 years, the Eel made one last escape, slipping 
out of Farview and hitchhiking across the state to the law office of Squirrel Hill attorney Louis Little, brother of 
Hyman Little, then owner and proprietor of the landmark neighborhood business Little Shoes.
Attorney Little had known the Eel’s father, Charles Ross, a Pittsburgh policeman and by all accounts a decent 
man who suffered greatly from his son’s criminal exploits. Louis Little also was no stranger to headline-grabbing 
causes. In 1949, he brokered a deal to keep recidivist burglar Millard Wright out of jail in exchange for having 
Wright undergo a frontal lobotomy to cure him of his criminal tendencies. Wright underwent the lobotomy, 
the world’s first on a criminal defendant, but a local judge declined to honor the deal and sent the unfortunate 
Wright to jail. Even worse, the promised cure failed: Wright immediately returned to his life of crime following 
his subsequent release. His tale is told in The Dark Side of the House by Yale David Koskoff and Richard Goldhurst 
(The Dial Press, 1968).
Little had better luck with Louis Henry Ross. Noting that his client hadn’t been examined or treated since 1923, 
Little petitioned to Court to block the Eel’s return to  Farview. Relying on testimony from Squirrel Hill psychiatrist 
Edward E. Mayer and other expert witnesses who found Ross to be not only sane but to pose no danger to the 
public, Allegheny County Common Pleas Judge Loran Lewis gave the Eel his freedom. (In addition to serving as 
Supervising Director of the Behavior Clinic of the Criminal Court in Pittsburgh, Dr. Mayer operated the Fairview 
Sanatorium on Wightman Street. The Fairview Sanatorium, which had no connection to Farview, was profiled in 
the October 2018 issue of this newsletter.)
After Judge Lewis granted his release, the Eel slipped into obscurity.  He committed no other crimes and garnered 
no other headlines, presumably remaining secure in the knowledge, acquired from years spent in the pen, that, in 
the last analysis, crime is no laughing matter. 

Louis Henry Ross (1879-1956) 
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Editor’s Note: In the article about the Laughing Eel, the Zimeckis refer to Susan Zimecki’s article in the October 2018 
SHHS Newsletter about Edwin E. Mayer and the Fairview Mental Sanatorium he ran in Thomas Wightman’s old 
mansion on the corner of Forbes Avenue and Wightman Street, now demolished. You can access the complete article 
through the Members’ Page of the SHHS website. Below is an excerpt from that article, with more information  about 
the esteemed Dr. Mayer.

Excerpt from “Squirrel Hill’s Mental Hospital” by Susan Zimecki

According to the Standard Hospital Asylum and Institution Directory of 1921, 
Fairview Mental Sanatorium was established in 1906 at 5601 Forbes Avenue (or 
in those days, Forbes Street), at the northeast corner of the intersection of Forbes 
and Wightman. The listing tersely states, “Supt. E. Mayer. 9 beds.” The listing 
describes Fairview as “caring for and treating persons suffering from mental 
troubles and mental disorders and caring for and treating the chronic sick by duly 
qualified and duly registered physicians and surgeons.” 
Edward E. Mayer was a prominent physician and a pillar of the local Jewish 
community. Born in 1877 to Rabbi Lippman and Elsie Hecht Mayer, he received 
his bachelor’s and medical degrees from the University of Pittsburgh and then 
did graduate work in France and Austria. He returned to Pittsburgh and settled in 
Allegheny City before moving to Squirrel Hill in 1911. 
In May 1918, an article about local Jews in the professions included Dr. Mayer, 
then aged 40: “At the present time, there are in the city one hundred and sixteen 
Jewish physicians who have made a mark in their chosen profession. Such men as 
K. I. Sanes, Edward E. Mayer, Edwin Zugsmith, Jacob Rosenbloom, Jacob Wolf, and 
N. J. Weill have done remarkably well as specialists.”  In September of that year his 
biosketch is among those in the Jewish Criterion’s first “Who’s Who in Pittsburgh 
Jewry.” This listing describes Mayer’s achievements as “associate professor, 
psychiatry, University of Pittsburgh; consulting neurologist, City of Pittsburgh 
Hospital; medical director, Mental Health Clinic of Pittsburgh; neurologist, 
Presbyterian and South Side Hospitals; life member, Alumni Council, University of 
Pittsburgh; president, University of Pittsburgh Alumni Association; director, Rodef Shalom Temple, Federation of 
Jewish Philanthropies; editor, Oppenheim’s Diseases of Nervous System.”   
Mayer held positions at the mental health clinic of the City of Pittsburgh, the Juvenile Court of Allegheny County, 
and as acting supervisor of the Allegheny County Behavior Clinic. He wrote a journal article questioning the 
efficacy of prefrontal lobotomy for correcting criminal behavior and gave expert testimony in the celebrated 
case of the Laughing Eel, detailed in the previous article. Dr. Mayer was one of two psychiatrists who examined 
Ross in 1954 and found him sane. Judge Loran Lewis ordered Ross released, and wrote in his decision: “Dr. 
Mayer, a psychiatrist for over fifty years, is considered one of the outstanding 
psychiatrists in the United States, and is a nationally known expert in his field” 
(Pittsburgh Legal Journal, Volume 102).

What Happened to the Other Shoes?
Helen Wilson

In the January 2020 SHHS Newsletter, Wayne Bossinger wrote an article that 
generated a lot of buzz—”Assorted Thieves and Villains of the East End.” One 
thief Wayne wrote about was the “Slipper Bandit,” who stole the right shoe—
and only the right shoe—from young women as they walked down the street in 
1929 and 1930. He was never caught. 
When I was browsing the January 5, 1939, issue of the Squirrel Hill News, I 
came across an article I thought might have some relation to the Slipper Bandit 
because the article reported that a thief stole a box of shoes—for the left foot 
only! But it turned out the box of shoes was owned by a shoe salesman. They 
were his samples.

November. 20, 1954, article from 
The Pittsburgh Press 
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SHHS MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Squirrel Hill Historical Society membership year runs from January 1 to December 31. Dues can be 
paid at SHHS programs, by mail to SHHS, PO Box 8157, Pittsburgh, PA 15217, or by credit card or through 
PayPal on the SHHS website, squirrelhillhistory.org. Click on the link HOW TO JOIN/DONATE in the menu 
at the top of the page. 
SHHS members receive monthly newsletters. Only members receive them. If you provide your email 
address on this form, we will send the newsletters via email, which saves the SHHS copying and postage 
costs. If you do not provide your email and you let us know you would prefer a hard copy, we will mail the 
newsletters to you. Past newsletters are archived under the password-protected ”Members Page” link on 
the SHHS website. The password will be emailed to new members. If you are already a member but have 
forgotten the password, email the SHHS at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org and you will be sent the password. Put 
“Requesting Members Page Access” in the memo line.
IMPORTANT: We email newsletters to the email addresses provided on the membership forms. If two or 
more members live at the same address and would each like to receive a copy of the newsletter, please 
include all email addresses on the membership form. 

Annual Dues: $15 individual / $25 couple                              Date:  ______________________________

Name(s):  ___________________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone No.:  _________________________________________________________________________
Email address(es)  Please print clearly):  ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Check one:     Renewal  _____    New Member  _____ 

Additional donation  ________________________    Total enclosed:  ____________________________ 

If sending this form by mail, make check payable to SHHS and mail to:
 SHHS
 PO Box 8157
 Pittsburgh, PA. 15217

For more information or questions, contact us at our website, squirrelhillhistory.org, or email us at 
sqhillhist@shhsoc.org.

The SHHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations, including dues, are tax deductible 
for federal income taxes.
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