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SHHS Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill  
Tour created by Helen Wilson, revised 4-6-19 

 
Squirrel Hill is a large neighborhood with lots of interesting things to see. Within its 3.79 square miles, it has two large city parks, a mile-long 
business district, imposing synagogues and churches, two universities, and a number of historic buildings, all perched on a high hill surrounded 
by valleys. Follow this tour to see the neighborhood from top to bottom.  
The numbers on the map of Squirrel Hill on the cover correspond to the numbered places below. You can begin the tour anywhere. The Frick 
Park Environmental Center is recommended. It is usually open during the day, and it has interesting features to see outside as well as inside 
the building. 
 
1.  The Frick Park Environmental Center and restored gatehouses, 2005 Beechwood Boulevard 

Frick Park opened in 1927 on land bequeathed to the city by Henry Clay Frick in 1919, who stipulated in his will that the land should 
remain in its natural state. It is Pittsburgh’s largest park, with 644 acres. The Frick Environmental Center is located at one of the main 
entrances to the park.  
The $18.4 million Frick Environmental Center was built by the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy in partnership with the City of Pittsburgh. 
It opened in 2016 after the previous center burned down in 2002. The building meets the Living Building Challenge and Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Platinum certification. 
The gatehouses were designed by architect John Russell Pope and constructed in 1931-1935. They are based on French hunting lodges 
and are built of variegated Neshaminy stone from eastern Pennsylvania. Among Pope’s 200 major works are the Jefferson Memorial and 
the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C.  

 
2.  Exit the Environmental Center parking lot and turn left to continue on Beechwood Boulevard to Colfax School, 2332 Beechwood 

Boulevard. 
Beechwood Boulevard was designed to be a pleasure drive, first for carriages and sleighs and then for automobiles, through rural areas 
with scenic views. The boulevard contributed greatly to the development of Squirrel Hill because it served as a catalyst for widespread 
real-estate development. Edward M. Bigelow, Director of Public Works, was largely responsible for the boulevard’s conception, design and 
execution. He envisioned a wide, gracious boulevard to connect the two large city parks he created—Schenley and Highland. Planning 
began around 1891. Frick had not been created at the time. The boulevard is 80 feet wide, wider than most of Pittsburgh’s streets, and 
trolleys were not allowed. Much of the road construction was public service work for unemployed workers during a depression in 1893. The 
boulevard formally opened in 1899. Aesthetics played a major role in the boulevard’s layout and construction. Beechwood Boulevard was 
an embodiment of the City Beautiful movement, which advocated using classical architecture, monumental buildings, and gracious 
boulevards to beautify grimy industrial cities in the late 1800s.  

  Colfax School, now Pittsburgh Colfax K-8, was the work of architect Edward Stotz. It was built in 1911 and has Jacobean Revival 
architecture, a reaction to the more ornate Victorian architecture of prior years. The present school replaced a one-story wood structure 
erected in 1870.  

 
3.  Continue on Beechwood Boulevard to Community Day School and the Gary and Nancy Tuckfelt Keeping Tabs on the Holocaust 

sculpture at the corner of Beechwood Boulevard and Forward Avenue. 
The Community Day School building was originally St. Philomena’s Church and School, the only Roman Catholic parish in Squirrel Hill. 
The Gothic Revival building is built of mica schist, a stone from eastern Pennsylvania.  It was designed by John T. Comès and opened in 
1922. Comès was a significant designer of Roman Catholic churches and ecclesiastical buildings in Western Pennsylvania and throughout 
the United States. The parish closed in 1993. The playing field is lower than the road because coal was mined there in the ‘20s to heat the 
building. 
Gary and Nancy Tuckfelt Keeping Tabs on the Holocaust sculpture—In 1996, Bill Walter, a social studies teacher at Community Day 
School, had his students collect pop can tabs to give them a tactile way to understand what “6 million” meant, as in the 6 million Jews who 
were murdered by the Nazis between 1933 and 1945. After a decade of work and the participation of many people, the sculpture of glass 
block walls formed into a star of David stands on the grounds of Community Day School, open for visitors to enter. It is lit at night.  

 
4.  Continue on Beechwood Boulevard to the stone retaining walls in the 3000 and 3100 blocks. 

In many places, Beechwood Boulevard hugged the side of the hill, and since there were few trees or buildings when it was built, the 
unobstructed view was magnificent. It still is, as can be seen from these massive sandstone retaining walls that offer expansive views of 
the Monongahela River valley. Below the retaining walls, the new Summerset at Frick Park residential neighborhood can be seen, built on 
top of a huge slag dump 120 feet high—the height of a 10-story building. The walls also show how much cut-and-fill went into making the 
boulevard wide and level. In some places, slopes were leveled. In the case of the retaining walls, ravines were filled in.  
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5.  Continue on Beechwood Boulevard to Beechwood Gardens Apartments, 3245 Beechwood Boulevard, the site of Killymoon’s 
Tavern. 
William Killymoon Stewart came to Squirrel Hill in 1819 and built an inn where the Beechwood Gardens Apartments now stand. The inn 
lasted for 131 years. It was a haven for travelers and a rest stop for people out for pleasure drives. It eventually passed to Stewart’s 
grandson, William Burchfield, who in later life became a recluse and lived in the deteriorating building until his death in 1948. The inn was 
demolished in 1949. The apartment complex was the subject of a Pennsylvania Supreme Court battle because the neighborhood felt an 
apartment complex didn’t fit in with the residential nature of the area. The court ruled that the complex had to be set back from the road 
and could not be more than three stories high. 

 
Continue on Beechwood Boulevard to the big intersection with Browns Hill Road and Hazelwood Avenue.  

To take a side trip to Duck Hollow at the mouth of Nine Mile Run, turn left at the traffic signal at the top of Browns Hill Road, go down 
Browns Hill Road and turn left at the traffic signal at Parkview Boulevard (last intersection before the Homestead Grays Bridge). Then turn 
right onto Old Browns Hill Road to go past the Jewish Association on Aging campus, the site of Captain Samuel S. Brown’s mansion and 
estate, which became the Jewish Home for the Aged in 1933. In 1903, the Brown mansion had been famously raised from river level to 
the top of the bluff by the Eichleay Engineering Co. The road will take you down to the Duquesne Slag Co. wharf at the mouth of Nine Mile 
Run. The wharf is a trailhead for the Duck Hollow Trail, which runs westward along the riverbank, where you can see remains of past 
industries along the river. In the early days of Squirrel Hill, this was the location of a salt works and coal mines. To continue the driving 
tour, retrace your route and return to the top of Browns Hill Road. You also can get a great view of the Homestead Grays Bridge, the 
longest bridge on the Monongahela River. It was the first bridge to be built using Wichert trusses as bridge supports. 

 
6.  Continue on Beechwood Boulevard to Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church and Turner Cemetery, 3424 

Beechwood Boulevard. 
Mary S. Brown Memorial-Ames United Methodist Church was originally Mary S. Brown Memorial Chapel. Brothers Samuel S. Brown 
and W. Harry Brown conceived it as a Palace of Memory for their mother. The church was designed by well-known Pittsburgh architect 
George Orth and opened in 1908. In its foyer, a large rectangular stone is set into the wall, with ”Methodist E. Church, 1843” carved into it. 
The stone formed the lintel of the original church built in 1842 and later the doorsill of a second edifice. A large bronze plaque with names 
of military veterans, mostly from the Civil War, hangs on the foyer wall. It was carved in 1908 by noted military sculptor George Thomas 
Brewster (1862–1943), his only work in Pittsburgh. Mary S. Brown-Ames Church is the third church at this site, but the earlier churches 
were built a short way up the slope on the site of the house that was the parsonage of Mary S. Brown-Ames Church.  
Turner Cemetery, adjacent to the church, dates to 1785. It began as the burial plot of early settler John Turner’s 154-acre farm. It is 
believed to be the second oldest cemetery in Pittsburgh. Turner deeded it to the community in 1838, two years before he died at the age 
of 85. Turner Cemetery holds the remains of more than 50 early residents of Squirrel Hill. The first burial is believed to be that of John 
Turner’s mother, Mrs. Mary Newton Girty Turner, who died in 1785. One of her sons was the infamous Simon Girty Jr., who defected to 
the British side during the Revolutionary War. In 2017, a State Historical Marker was granted for Simon Girty, who owned the land in 
Squirrel Hill before John Turner inherited it. The plaque is on the sidewalk beside Turner Cemetery.  

 
7.  Continue on Beechwood Boulevard and turn left at Lilac Street at the traffic signal, then right onto Murray Avenue. Continue on 

Murray to the Morrowfield Apartment Hotel, 2715 Murray Avenue. 
Thomas Alfred Watkins (1861-1925) was a visionary real-estate developer who helped change the concept of apartment living from bare 
efficiency to ease and refinement. Watkin’s greatest achievement was the Watkins Development, built in the 1920s. The development, 
bounded by Murray, Forward, Shady and Morrowfield Avenues, included the 148-unit Morrowfield Apartment Hotel building, the smaller 
apartment buildings behind the hotel, and eight stores inside the Morrowfield, including an ice-cream parlor, delicatessen, beauty shop and 
barbershop. Also part of the complex was a new-car showroom, dance hall, theater, snack bar, bowling alley, five-story parking garage, 
and a heating and refrigeration plant. The apartment buildings and façade of the Morrowfield have an Italianate elegance due to detailed 
exterior ornamentation. The Morrowfield captured the zeitgeist of the Roaring Twenties. It was the place to be and be seen. One could 
encounter flappers, debutantes and bathtub gin.  

 
8.  Cross Forward Avenue to continue up Murray Avenue to Forbes Avenue. 

The Morrowfield Hotel is at the southern end of Squirrel Hill’s mile-long business district. The new Jewish Residential Services’ 
Seymoure and Corinne Krause Commons building replaced Poli’s restaurant. It has JRS offices and apartments for people with 
disabilities. A fire in 2014 destroyed the buildings on the corner of Forward and Murray. That corner and the closed Squirrel Hill Theater 
are awaiting redevelopment. Studies are being conducted on ways to make the complicated Forward and Murray intersection a safer and 
more welcoming entryway to Squirrel Hill. 
As you drive up Murray Avenue, notice that the storefronts on Murray Avenue contain a variety of businesses, many of them restaurants 
with various ethnic cuisines. Almost hidden behind the businesses are the last of the houses that once lined the entire avenue. Storefronts 
were added to the fronts of many of the houses as the business district grew. 
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At the top of the hill, at Murray Avenue and Darlington Road, the marble foyer of the neo-Grecian U.S. Post Office holds a New Deal 
mural, History of Squirrel Hill, one of the neighborhood’s most significant art treasures. Diagonally across the street is the Manor Theater, 
Squirrel Hill’s last neighborhood theater. It underwent a complete renovation beginning in 2010. Along with the installation of state-of-the-
art digital sound and projection, the foyer of the theater was restored to its original 1922 appearance. 
The corner of Forbes and Murray is the heart of Squirrel Hill. Two modern buildings and two older buildings at that intersection 
demonstrate the changes Squirrel Hill continues to undergo. The red-brick building that houses Rite Aid, IBM, and M*Modal replaced a 
long-time Gulf gas station in 2005. The color of the brick corresponds to that of the Jewish Community Center next to it on Forbes 
Avenue. Sixth Presbyterian Church, built in 1902, is across the street. The Squirrel Hill branch of Carnegie Library is on another 
corner, replacing an older library building, and before that, Asbury Methodist Church. The fourth corner holds brick buildings that date to 
the early 1900s and have housed a number of businesses.  
Turn right onto Forbes Avenue. The City of Pittsburgh divides Squirrel Hill into two neighborhoods, Squirrel Hill North and Squirrel Hill 
South. Forbes Avenue is the border between them in the business district. After you turn onto Forbes, look for the building that houses 
Uncle Sam’s Subs. It was Squirrel Hill’s first theater, the Orpheum, which opened before 1916. Beth Shalom synagogue, now at the corner 
of Shady Avenue and Beacon Street, began by holding services in an upstairs room in this building in 1917. Other landmarks are the 
Squirrel Hill Café, PNC Bank (previously Pittsburgh National Bank), and Little’s Shoes. A charming building in the middle of the block with 
a terra cotta façade housed one of Gene Kelly’s dance studios at 5858 Forbes. A previous studio was at 5826 Forbes. At the corner of 
Forbes and Shady, the old Rosen Drugs building with its restored terra cotta frieze now houses How Lee’s Chinese restaurant and other 
businesses.  

 
9. Turn right onto Shady Avenue and go up the hill to Beth Shalom Synagogue, 5915 Beacon Street. 

Beth Shalom celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2017. The first synagogue at the Beacon-Shady site opened in 1923. It became 
Pittsburgh’s second largest congregation by the late 1930s. An additional sanctuary was added in 1931, and a larger building expansion 
was made in 1970.  On October 8, 1996, a major fire badly damaged the synagogue. It has since been restored and rebuilt. The 2.5-story-
tall stained glass windows are striking interpretations of various aspects of Jewish history, practice, and belief. 
Beth Shalom is close to the highest point in Squirrel Hill, a little way up Beacon Street, with an elevation of 1200 feet. 

 
10. Turn right onto Beacon Street and stay on Beacon into Schenley Park. Beacon ends at Hobart Street. Turn right, go to the traffic 

signal, and turn right onto Bartlett Street. At the next stop sign, turn left and drive up Serpentine Road. 
Schenley Park was created in 1889 with land donated by Mary Schenley. The park now contains 456 acres. In 1908, park superintendent 
George W. Burke hired laid-off workers to sculpt the land into scenic vistas, smoothing out the terrain, cutting trails, filling in some of the 
ravines, draining swamps, and creating a lily pond and gardens. Picnic shelters, tennis courts, roads, trails, bridle paths, walks and retaining 
walls were built. The park once also had a zoo, carousel, band shell and dancing fountain. During the Great Depression, out-of-work men 
were again put to work in the park for the Works Progress Administration.  
Serpentine Road—The sinuous curves of Serpentine Road, part of the extensive road system in Schenley Park, are part of the route of 
the Vintage Grand Prix. At the top of the road, make a left turn onto East Circuit Road to see the Neill log house and Catahecassa Fountain.  
The Neill Log House was built by Ambrose Newton in the late 1760s, who sold it to Robert Neill. The house was continuously occupied 
until it became part of the golf course at Schenley Park and was used as a rest stop for golfers and then as a storage shed for equipment. 
When it was restored in 1969, an archaeological dig turned up nineteen thousand artifacts, which are stored at Carnegie Museum. As time 
went on, the house’s condition deteriorated again. Plans are being made to restore it once more, and hopefully it will be reopened to 
visitors.  
Catahecassa Fountain is a stopped-up granite fountain from around 1912 that commemorates an eighteenth-century Native American 
leader, Catahecassa Blackhoof, War Chief of the Shawnees, who fought against the Americans until 1795 and then became an ally of the 
United States. The fountain was placed at this location because it was believed to be a side path of Nemacolin’s Trail. 
Side trip on East Circuit Road: If you don’t want to take this side trip, turn around at the Neill log house, make a left turn onto Darlington 
Road, and arrive at stop 11. For the side trip, continue on East Circuit Road to see more of Schenley Park, including the golf course, the 
World War I Memorial Grove, and the beautifully restored George Westinghouse Memorial at the corner of East Circuit Road and Schenley 
Drive. Turn right onto Schenley Drive. You will skirt the edge of Carnegie Mellon University. Follow Schenley Drive up the hill to stop 11.  

 
11.  Schenley Park Golf Course and Clubhouse, corner of Darlington Road and Schenley Drive 

The 18-hole Schenley Park Golf Course, designed by Mark Ormison, opened in 1902. It was renamed the Bob O’Connor Golf Course at 
Schenley Park in 2007 after the mayor who died in office in 2006. The old clubhouse, built in 1912, has now been demolished, and a new 
clubhouse will take its place.  
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12.  Drive to Forbes Avenue to pass the Worthington mansion/Temple Sinai, 5505 Forbes Avenue. 
From Schenley Drive, go down to Forbes Avenue. The Worthington mansion and Temple Sinai are a short distance up Forbes. John 
Worthington was superintendent of South Penn Oil Company. His Jacobean Revival mansion was designed by Louis Stevens around 
1909. The house has crenellated parapets, a hallmark of Jacobean Revival design. In 1946 it became Temple Sinai, home of a Reform 
Jewish community. The temple added an adjacent building, the Falk Auditorium and Religious School, in 1957 and a new sanctuary in 
1969, which was rededicated as the Florence and Mike Leebov Sanctuary in 1984. Other additions were made in 2006. 

 
13. Pass Temple Sinai and turn left at the next intersection onto Wightman Street. Go six blocks, then turn right onto Wilkins Avenue. 

Turn left at the next intersection onto S. Negley Avenue and drive down to Fifth Avenue. 
Negley Avenue was named for Jacob Negley (b. 1766), an early settler who inherited most of the land around East Liberty and laid out 
that neighborhood. Negley Avenue is three miles long, extending from Highland Park to Aylesboro Avenue in Squirrel Hill. The part of 
Negley between Wilkins and Fifth Avenues is one of the steepest roads in Squirrel Hill and gives an almost roller coaster ride down the 
hill’s northern slope while offering an expansive view of the vast East Liberty valley spread out below. 

 
14.  Turn right at Fifth Avenue and then make the next right onto Murray Hill Avenue.  

Murray Hill Avenue takes its name from the Squirrel Hill estate of James B. Murray, son of the fourth mayor of Pittsburgh, Magnus Murray. 
In 1889, Lorenzo T. Yoder purchased the property from James Murray’s widow. He subdivided the land into residential lots. Murray Hill 
Avenue became one of the first residential streets to be developed in Squirrel Hill. Most of the homes were built in the early 1900s. The 
road is rich in different styles of domestic architecture from the 1890-1920 period, including Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Queen Anne 
with Eyelid Dormers, Second Empire, and Tudor Revival. 
Chatham University is on the left as you drive up the avenue. In the early 1960s, then-Chatham College needed a new library. In spite of 
opposition from residents, ten homes on the eastern side of the avenue were demolished in the 1970s for its construction. As a result, 
residents on the avenue became engaged in maintaining the livability of their street. In 2000, the residents were successful in having the 
street become the Murray Hill Avenue Historic District, Squirrel Hill’s only City-Designated Historic District. 

 
15.  Go up Murray Hill Avenue and turn right at the T-intersection at the top onto Fair Oaks Avenue. The “Willa Cather House,” 1180 

Murray Hill Avenue, is the large house at the corner of Murray Hill and Fair Oaks.  
The Colonial Revival house at 1180 Murray Hill Ave., built around 1895, was the home of Judge Samuel A. McClung but is best known as 
the home of Willa Cather. Born in 1873 in Virginia, Cather lived in the attic apartment from 1896-1906, where she authored April Twilights 
(1903) and Youth and the Bright Medusa (1905). Cather taught at Central and Allegheny High Schools in Pittsburgh. She moved to New 
York but returned to the house to write most of O Pioneers! in 1913 and Song of the Lark in 1915. Cather won the Pulitzer Prize in 1923 
for One of Ours, a novel about a World War I soldier. Cather died at her home in New York in 1947. 

 
16.  Continue on Fair Oaks and turn left onto Negley Avenue, then turn left onto Wilkins Avenue and pass Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha 

at the corner of Wilkins and Shady. 
Tree of Life opened on Craft Avenue in Oakland in 1907. It moved to Squirrel Hill and commissioned the present synagogue in 1952. 
Congregation Or L’Simcha was founded in 2005 and held services in several places, including the Anathan House at 1620 Murray Ave., 
before moving into the Tree of Life building in 2008, sharing space with that congregation. Two years later, the two congregations merged 
to form Tree of Life*Or L’Simcha. The beautiful stained-glass windows in the synagogue, made by the Henry Hunt Studies of Pittsburgh, 
are on the national tour list of historic stained glass windows. The Reconstructionist congregation Dor Hadash has been located at the 
facility since 2010. New Light Congregation, which identifies as Conservative, moved into the TOL*OLS building in 2017. On October 27, 
2018, Tree of Life was the scene of the horrific massacre of 11 Jews and the wounding of six others, including two police officers and two 
SWAT team members. 
Across the street from Tree of Life is The Children’s Institute, a facility for children with special needs. The original building on the site 
opened in 1902 as the Industrial Home for Crippled Children.  

 
Continue down Wilkins Avenue and turn right onto Beechwood Boulevard. Stay on Beechwood Boulevard to return to the Frick 
Environmental Center. 

Although this part of Beechwood Blvd. is wide and sweeping today, a large rise of ground was removed around Northumberland Street to 
make the road more level. Many stately houses line the boulevard here. When you get back to the Environmental Center, take a walk up 
the hill to the site where the log cabin of the Gunn family, early settlers of Squirrel Hill, once stood. The oldest and newest history of Squirrel 
Hill meet at this location. 
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